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Calendar of Events: 
Nov 12, 2009 General meeting, 7:30 pm.  
Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd.  
Montrose, Ca   
 
 
?  President’s Message:   
PREZ SEZ 
  
It seems only yesterday that we met in the park 
for the annual Mark/Tim BBQ extravaganza, but 
now the Holiday Season is already upon us.  
  
Leah KE6MMU reports that Erik, KO6OL will 
soon be returning from Little America at the 
South Pole, where he has been conducting 
astronomical observations during the sub-polar 
winter. Can't wait to feature him to describe his 
adventures at 0 degrees north. And speaking of 
returnees, Mark W6MW (or Mike Nine Whiskey 
Mike) has returned from points east and south so 
that we are back to our full complement of Marks. 
  
The upcoming meeting is a must! Erik from HRO 
Burbank will be our speaker, introducing new 
electronic must-have goodies to generate an HRO 
"stimulus package", speaking of which, by 
memory, our gift certificate stash is in the mid-
$300s, which should generate several certificates 
at the drawing. 
  

As the EOC at the Red Cross has been leased as a 
computer training center, we may have to locate a 
new venue for the annual ho liday party. We have 
received donations of some interesting ham gear 
over the past months, amounting to the equivalent 
of two complete ham stations, one AM/CW with a 
separate RCVR, and the other an SSB/CW 
transceiver, plus other neat stuff like mikes, keys 
and paddle keyer! For the OT (Old Timers) we've 
amassed a stash of hundreds of tubes to keep your 
boat-anchors humming. WOW! Bring your bucks 
to the party!  
  
The club is also pursuing a new option for Field 
Day, Deukmejian Park being iffy at best, 
according to the City, and there is the possibility 
of using Verdugo Park or Pelanconi Park.   
  
Let's see you on the 12th for our regular meeting. 
As you can tell, there's lots of stuff to discuss, 
work on, and resolve. 
  
Thazzall for now, 73, Mark KF6YAN 
 
 
 
 
? Transponder Net news: 
 Another edition of the "Transponder Net" went 
off flawlessly on Saturday, November 7.  Signals 
were all Q5 and the participants were all  
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experienced enough that it ran itself.  As a 
personal note, it was my first Net since returning 
from my 2 year sojourn in the East Coast.  It  
is nice to be home! 
 
Participants included: 
 
UK                                            US 
G8JAC -Andy                           KE6MMU - Leah 
2E0JXN - Paul                          AD6IZ - Larry 
G4CDY - Terry                        KE6ZRP - Mark 
                                                 W6MW - Mark 
 
G3ZMF, Frank had quite a bit of noise on the 
band and was unable to hear us but sent his 
regrets. 
 
The next Transponder Net is scheduled for 
December 5.  Come join us and wish your friends 
a happy holiday season! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW 
 
?General meeting guest speaker: 
 
I finally got in touch with Eric at HRO, and he has 
agreed to do a show-and-tell of the latest whiz-
bang ham products for the Nov 12 meeting.  I 
asked him to include station support products as 
well like antennas, instruments, power supplies, 
and perhaps software. 
 
Ray 
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Have you checked into the Sunday Night Net 
lately?  If not, please tune to the 146.025 repeater 
at 8:00 pm every Sunday and listen for Ed, 
KD6TAV as host to call for check ins.  Give your 
radio a little work and let us know that you are 
still out there and supporting our Club.  Plus, it is 
a great way to find out what is going on with other 
Club members. 
 
?  Topanga couple uses HAM radios to 
rescue man who fell on Catalina Island 

Daily News Wire Services 
Updated: 10/30/2009 08:16:20 AM PDT 
 

TOPANGA - Two recently-trained volunteer 
radio operators on Catalina Island rescued a man 
after he fell more than 40 feet onto rocks below, a 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's sergeant said 
Friday. Karl Tso and his wife Deborah Ava, both 
of Topanga, are members of the Topanga Disaster 
Radio Team, a part of the Topanga Coalition for 
Emergency Preparedness, said Sgt. Tui Wright of 
the sheriff's Malibu-Lost Hills Station.  
The couple had climbed a hill on Catalina Island 
to check out a repeater, when they spied a 61-
year-old man bleeding and moaning from a fall 
more than 40 feet onto rocks below, sai Wright. 
Fortunately, Tso and Ava had their hand-held 
HAM radios with them and used the equipment to 
make contact with other HAM radio operators on 
the mainland, who called 911 to report the 
emergency. The couple's quick thinking and 
knowledge of HAM radio frequencies helped save 
the injured man's life, said Wright. The incident 
occurred last weekend, Wright said, but he only 
found out about it Thursday. After HAM radio 
operators on the mainland called 911, Los 
Angeles County firefighter-medics responded and 
the unidentified injured man was flown by 
helicopter to St Mary's Hospital in Long Beach 
that night for treatment. His current condition is 
not known 
 
 
 
 
?  Something of interest: 
     Amateur radio and the personal computer have 
had a happy marriage since the days of 386 
processors and 9,600 baud modems. 
 A computer in the radio shack and a decent 
Internet connection are very empowering, whether 
they be brought to bear in digital mode operation 
or in call sign lookups and logging programs like 
Logbook of the World. 
  
Seizing on the natural fit of ham radio and 
Internet-connected computers, Kelly Lindman 
(5B4AIT) of the island nation of Cyprus takes the 
relationship to a whole new level with the free 
program HamSphere. 
 HamSphere sells itself as “a fully implemented 
ham radio transceiver software that communicates 
via a virtual ionosphere simulation based on the 
natural laws of radio propagation.” 
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 In short, HamSphere is feature-rich simulated 
radio, and is still only available to registered 
amateur radio license holders. 
 Front-ended by a virtual transceiver that lives in 
your PC after loading the program,  
HamSphere does provide an artificial environment 
that very accurately simulates real-world HF radio 
communications between real operators. 
  
Many radio purists scoff at HamSphere. To cast it 
in an unkind light, a user operates a fake radio in a 
make-believe atmosphere, talking with other 
licensed users in a manner that could also be 
achieved with the likes of any voice chat program. 
  
The more open minded operators among us see 
HamSphere as a worthy “practice environment.” 
 Or, for those that can’t afford radio gear or who 
are restricted from erecting antennas for whatever 
reason, HamSphere does let you realistically keep 
up your radio skills. But programs like 
HamSphere (and EchoLink) are very polarizing to 
the radio community — you either buy in or you 
dismiss it for not being “real radio.” 
  
Try HamSphere yourself, at 
www.hamsphere.com.  
 
 
? Something of Interest: 
 
A video production of the recent contact by 
Melbourne's Sherbrooke Community College with 
the International Space Station is to played on the 
VK3RTV Digital Amateur TV repeater VK3RTV 
this Wednesday (11 November).  
 
Jack Bramham VK3WWW has recorded and 
edited the event that involves 11 students asking 
questions behalf of their school, and sister schools 
in China and Bhutan. The recording captures the 
voice of Canadian Astronaut Robert Thirsk during 
the nine minute QSO plus about a further six 
minutes of vision and audio.  
 

It will be aired on the VK3RTV repeater at Mt 
Dandenong at about 9pm on Wednesday. And is 
available on YouTube. The VK3RTV 
transmission is another opportunity for those 
within the coverage area of this repeater and have 
set-top boxes or USB UHF TV receivers, to tune 
in and see glorious DVB-T digital television. 
 
http://www.youtube.com/v/D2quH9aA7Bo&hl=e
n&fs=1& 
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Contact information: 

President    Mark Gershen, KF6YAN 818 241-2212 
VP              Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Secretary    Leah Shirokoff, KE6MMU 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of October 31, 2009    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 9/30/09 12.93 1,663.36 1,519.63 338.00     3,520.99  3,533.92 
         
Income from Dues  80.00 440.00         520.00   
Income from Drawing     46.00          46.00   
                    -     
                    -     
         
(Expenses)         
                    -     
Telephone  (26.27)           (26.27)  
Bank Charges (Sept)    (10.00)         (10.00)  
                    -     
                    -     

                   -     
Total Expenses 0.00   (10.00) 0.00         (36.27)  

         
Balance @ 10/31/09 12.93 1,743.36 1,949.63 384.00     4,050.72  4,063.65 

 
 


