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 The   QSX   Newsletter 

 

Oct 2009       

  

                                                     Volume 50,   Issue 10 
 

Calendar of Events: 
Oct 8, 2009 General meeting, 7:30 pm.  
Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd.  
Montrose, Ca   
 
 
?  President’s Message:   
October Prez Sez: 
  
Wow! It seems only yesterday that we were 
unpacking all the stuff from Field Day and 
already, thankfully, the weather seems to have 
turned to Fall temps from the 101 plus at the end 
of June.However, there's lots going on. 
  
Our speaker for the October meeting is Linda Del 
Castillo Ph.D. from JPL who has been developing 
high temperature electronics for missions to 
Venus.  Our own Ray, AD6RJ has worked on 
high temperature electronic circuits over the 
years. What do you do when the atmosphere of 
say, Venus has an ambient temperature sufficient 
to melt many of the materials we use in electronic 
parts, such as germanium, tin, antimony, lead and 
so forth. And for good measure, the atmosphere of 
Venus contains sulfuric acid. That's a challenge. 
Our speaker's program is titled: High Temperature 
Sensing Systems for Venus Surface Missions. 
  
Other things in the works. We've discovered that 
in zips 91201 thru 91207 QRZ lists 266 hams! It's 

planned to outreach to our area hams over the next 
months using our new flyer. [But maybe not all at 
once.] 
  
Decision re-cap: at the September meeting it was 
unanimously passed that we should begin 
politicking for the new Board at the Christmas 
meeting, with nominations at the January meeting 
and elections in February, culminating in gavel 
turnover at the end of the Feb meeting. The new 
Board will henceforth take over in March rather 
than May, which will hopefully assist in Field 
Day planning and align our events more closely to 
the normal yearly calendar. 
  
Due to recent donations, we should have some 
very interesting ham gear for auction at the 
Christmas meeting, including items from Heathkit 
and Hallicrafters! Pay your dues so you can attend 
and push the buttons! And bid! 
  
We held our normal first-Saturday Board meeting 
on the 4th. "YAN"reported that we have 
successfully renewed the 440 RPTR license. We 
had but light attendance (9) and was mainly a 
social get-together, except for background info on 
our upcoming speaker. Lots of talk of radios past, 
including Marsh K6MEF recalling having a 
kilowatt on all bands from 160 to 2 meters, 
beaming from a 200-foot tower array.Working 
San Diego on 6m mobile. Those were the days. 
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Oh, BTW the attempt to contact our own 
astronomer Erik KO6OL at KC4AAA is planned 
for Saturday the 17th at 1900 local on 14.250 
MHz. 
  
CUL at the mtg. 73 fr now, Mark KF6YAN 
 
?DUES NEWS: 
Club Dues are due!! 
     There, I said it, last month we forgot to put it 
into the newsletter.  But your Club dues are due 
no later than the end of this month, otherwise you 
will not be eligible for the Gift Certificate 
drawing at our annual Christmas Party, nor some 
of the really neat stuff that we will have at the 
auction. Some vintage Ham gear I hear.  So get 
your dues in by Oct 31, or sooner! 
 
 
? Transponder Net news: 
 The monthly Transponder Net took place on 
Saturday, October 3 on theWB6ZTY Repeater in 
Glendale, CA and the MB7IPL Node in Purley, 
Surrey. We had mild turnout probably due to 
weather and a busy fall weekend. 
 
We did learn that Paul, 2E0JXN and Zoe (XYL) 
have acquired a border collie.  Leah (KE6MMU) 
advised that the breed is generally very active 
so we can guess that Paul will now be being 
walked twice nightly from now on.  Congrats Paul 
& Zoe. 
 
Mark, W6MW/8 joined in from Columbus, OH 
where he expects that this was his last Net from 
that location for the time being.  He is returning to 
California soon and has been keeping busy with 
packing of his gatherings over the last 26 months.  
He hasn't seen his home since August 4, 2007 
and the "Station Fire" burned within 3.5 miles of 
it.  He has to see if there are any problems caused 
by the accumulation of ash from the fire 
as well as general wear and tear on the place. 
 
Joining us were: 
 
AD6IZ        Larry 
KE6MMU   Leah 
W6MW/8   Mark in Columbus 
 

G4CDY    Terry 
G8JAC    Andy 
2E0JXN    Paul 
 
The Net was short and sweet because of the 
number of check-ins. However, we are all good 
friends now and can quickly catch up using the 
Echolink connection.  If you are a member of 
either club, you are welcome to join us.  The 
Transponder Net is held on the first Saturday 
of every month at 9:15AM Los Angeles Time and 
17:15 in the UK.  Just check in a few minutes 
earlier to let the local host know you are 
available and then add your 2 cents (or pence) 
worth. 
 
73! 
Mark, W6MW 
 
?General meeting guest speaker: 
Our speaker for the October meeting is Linda Del 
Castillo who has been developing high 
temperature electronics for missions to Venus.  
Much of this work could pave the way to very 
compact high power transmitters where getting 
the heat out may depend upon raising the 
temperature significantly.  Such an amplifier 
would also have to have considerable control 
electronics.  Her talk will bring us up to date on 
what is happening in this exciting field. 
 
Title: 
High Temperature Sensing Systems for Venus 
Surface Missions Biography 
– 
Linda Del Castillo is a Senior Materials 
Scientist/Engineer in the Advanced Electronic 
Packaging Group at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL).  She received her B.S. in 
Mechanical Engineering from California State 
Polytechnic University, Pomona, followed by M.S. 
and Ph.D. degrees in Materials Science and 
Engineerng from the University of California, 
Irvine.  Since beginning her work at JPL in late 
2000, she has been involved with electronic 
packaging for active membrane radar 
applications, flexible embedded active devices, 
heterogeneous integration of a MEMS neuro-
prosthetic system, investigations of embedded 
passives and lead free solders, as well as MEMS 
fabrication, and high temperature survivable 
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electronic systems for the Venus environment. 
 
 
Abstrac: 
 Previous Venus Landers used high temperature 
pressure vessels with passive thermal protection 
systems and protected conventional electronics, 
which limited their surface operation life to 127 
minutes.  The operating life and science return for 
future Venus surface missions, however, can 
significantly be increased through the use of high 
temperature electronics capable of extending the 
operating range of electronic systems to Venus 
surface temperatures (up to 480ºC).  Toward that 
end, this talk details the development and 
evaluation (at 480°C) of a stand-alone, high 
temperature, battery powered, sensor system, 
including a multi-sensor interface, multiplexer, 
signal conditioner, and amplifier, that can directly 
operate at the extremely high temperatures of the 
Venus surface.  This work employs commercial, 
high temperature sensors, electronic devices, and 
packaging materials and leverages their operating 
margin to realize the aforementioned high 
temperature sensor system.  As a result, the 
technology could rapidly rise through technology 
readiness level gates for future NASA missions to 
Venus 
 
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Have you checked into the Sunday Night Net 
lately?  If not, please tune to the 146.025 repeater 
at 8:00 pm every Sunday and listen for Ed, 
KD6TAV as host to call for check ins.  Give your 
radio a little work and let us know that you are 
still out there and supporting our Club.  Plus, it is 
a great way to find out what is going on with other 
Club members. 
 
?Very Interesting link: 
   This one is really quite fantastic, there seems to 
be a lot of stuff here.  Take a look at this link, and 
when the short video finishes, use the button at 
the bottom to move to the pictures.  Use the right 
or left arrow, you will be amazed. 
 
http://tinyurl.com/kmtxlf 
 
 
 

?Oct 25 event: 
     Please make a note that on the morning of Oct. 
25, 2009 (Sunday) the Club’s 2 meter repeater 
will be used to provide communications for the 
Love Ride in Glendale by the MARC group. 
(Motorcycle Amateur Radio Club) starting ata 
about 6:00 am til about 1:00 pm.  A clear 
frequency will be greatly appreciated that 
morning, but of course, if there is an emergency, 
just give a double break and emergency traffic 
will have priority. 
    Thank you in advance. 
 
Mark, KE6ZRP 
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Contact information: 

President    Mark Gershen, KF6YAN 818 241-2212 
VP              Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Secretary    Leah Shirokoff, KE6MMU 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of September 30, 2009    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 8/31/09 12.93 1,664.63 1,336.82 321.00     3,322.45  3,335.38 
         
Income from Dues  25.00 230.00         255.00   
Income from Drawing     17.00          17.00   
Insurance policy refund    25.00           25.00   
Refund from Secretary of State   20.00           20.00   
         
(Expenses)         
N6JLY call sign renewal    (13.40)         (13.40)  
Telephone  (26.27)           (26.27)  
Post Office box rental    (40.00)         (40.00)  
Bank Charges (August)    (10.00)         (10.00)  
Field Day expenses    (28.79)         (28.79)  

                   -     
Total Expenses 0.00 (26.27) (92.19) 0.00       (118.46)  

         
Balance @ 9/30/09 12.93 1,663.36 1,519.63 338.00     3,520.99  3,533.92 

 
 


