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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

May 2009       

  

                                                     Volume 50,   Issue 5 
 

Calendar of Events: 
May 14, 2009 General meeting, 7:30 pm.  
Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd.  
Montrose, Ca   
 
 
? Presidents Message for May 2009 
 
Aha! It’s Spring, and time for the inaugural message 
from the new prez. First, we all join in thanking Leah, 
KE6MMU and the Board, for guiding us through the 
year past, as we look forward to the new. 
The new Board includes Prez Mark,[No, not that one. 
No, not that one, either], Mark-3, KF6YAN; Larry, 
AD6IZ is VP; Chris, KF6OPU continues as Treasurer 
and Leah is standing in as Secretary until we can find 
another volunteer. The repeater chairman, David 
KO6TD, and repeater trustees (Mark W6MW, and Larry 
AD6IZ)continue on. Mark KE6ZRP, has graciously 
agreed to continue as the newsletter Editor, as has Ray 
as Speaker Chairman.  
The upcoming meeting on Thursday May 14 will be an 
important one, as we begin serious preparations for Field 
Day on June 27 and 28. This will be our 2nd year at 
Deukmajian Park. In trade for great camping experience 
at Lightning Point in prior years, we will enjoy the 
advantage of being convenient for visits by our 
membership as well as other hams, the public and city 
officials. Jim, KE6URZ has been campaigning to obtain 
visits from city council-people, fire and police reps, and 
others. 
Among the ideas being tossed around is the option of 
providing a non-Field Day station for the purpose of 
demonstrating ham radio so that visitors can experience 
what “mike fright” is all about (well, maybe except for 
the politicians). 
Yours truly and Veep Larry,AD6IZ, joined Jim and 
friend Gail to (hoist and) host a GEARS booth at Fire 
Service Day, this last Saturday. We had a station and 
antennas for 440 and 2m. Regrettably, there was little 
repeater traffic to show off. The event included an all-
day pancake breakfast provided by the fire fighters, and 

logistical support from the 48-person collegiate Fire 
Cadet class. 
The fire fighters demonstrated life saving techniques that 
included the deconstruction of not one, but two cars, 
using the “Jaws of Life” and a number of other hydraulic 
sawing, cutting and prying tools. Kids had a great time.  
The two historic engines were constantly covered in 
kids, twisting the knobs and manual windshield wipers 
and ringing the fire bell. There was a climbing wall, 
twisty balloon thingies, and spray-on tattoos. Courtesy 
of Disney, Mickey and Minnie Mouse provided photo 
ops for the kids (and many adults, too). 
The police were represented by two of the four units of 
the recently re-formed K-9 squad. The officers held 
demonstrations of various chase, hold-em, and if needed, 
chomp-the-bad-guy techniques. If you encounter an 80-
lb. German Shepherd with a police badge on its collar, 
mind your manners. 
Meanwhile, back at the GEARS booth, we talked up 
ham radio to passers-by, and jawboned the Fire, CERTS 
and Red Cross folks. As tools, we had a GEARS 
handout and the first showing of the new CVRC “Meet 
Ham Radio” brochure that has been in development over 
the last month. We will have copies for everyone at the 
upcoming meeting. 
That will do it for now. Hope to see you at the meeting. 
On Sundays, let’s hear from you at the 8pm Net, hosted 
by Net Control Ed, KD6TAV. 
73, 
 
Mark, KF6YAN 
 
 
 
Transponder Net news: 
We tried something different this month due to 
Terry's link not being available.  On the Surrey side, 
we connected to the GB3NS Repeater in Banstead 
with the permission of Denis (G0OLX), the owner.  
Participants included: 
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KE6ZRP - Mark                 G8JAC - Andy 
KE6MMU- Leah                  G4WYJ - Jim 
AD6IZ - Larry                 G0OLX - Denis 
AD6RJ - Ray                   G6TSF - Paul in Slough 
KE6URZ - Jim                  G3ZMF - Frank 
W6MW - Mark 
 
Paul (G6TSF) was testing his Echolink connection 
and joined in to say "hello."  We also want to thank 
Trevor (G7ELZ) for the use of his link to the 
GB3NS Repeater and Mark (KE6ZRP) for his link 
in Glendale. 
 
It is good to know that we have options to keep the 
Net going and it was nice to get the chance to speak 
with all of our friends "across the pond." 
 
73 de Mark, W6MW 
 
Editor’s note:  It is very difficult to operate 
Echolink repeater to repeater, as they tend to 
“kerchunk” each other endlessly.  We were able to 
defeat this problem by quickly keying up when the 
first link drops, and before the machines beginng to 
transmit the courtesy tone.  We also used a trick of 
pulling the plug when necessary from the radio 
transmitting to one of the repeaters. And despite the 
difficulties associated with this type of connection, 
the audio quality was quite good.  Thanks to 
everyone who joined it. 
 
 
 
?General meeting guest speaker: 
 
This month and next, we will be talking about and 
preparing for Field Day 2009, which is June 27 and 
28 at Dukemejian Park in La Crescenta. May’s 
meeting will be bringing all of last years efforts in 
and we will be looking at ways to improve.  Your 
imput is very much needed for this, so please plan 
on attending the meeting as speaking up.  
     Also at the May meeting, Ray, AD6RJ has 
prepared a slide show presentation about 
propagation for Field Day.   
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Have you checked into the Sunday Night Net 
lately?  If not, please tune to the 146.025 repeater at 
8:00 pm every Sunday and listen for Ed, KD6TAV 
as host to call for check ins.  Give your radio a little 

work and let us know that you are still out there and 
supporting our Club.  Plus, it is a great way to find 
out what is going on with other Club members. 
 
 
? From Larry, AD6IZ: 
 
MORSE CODE MAKES A COMEBACK 
 
  Here's a real surprise for those who think that 
Morse Code is dead or dying.  It is reported that the  
number of Morse Code("CW") logs submitted for 
the 2008 CQ World Wide DX Contest 
exceeded the number of voice ("SSB") logs for the 
first time in more than 20 years.  A total of 5013 
SSB logs and 5272 CWlogs were submitted. 
 
  Adapted from Amateur Radio Newsline Report 
1654 for 4/24/09New Videos Promoting Field Day, 
Amateur Technology, Available from ARRL: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 28, No 13 on April 3, 
2009 Website: http://www.arrl.org/  
Add a comment about this article!  
 
  
? Life on the Farm: 
 
     I ran across this place while riding my 
motorcycle near Escondido.  I would like to buy this 
property, and am working on 30 financing for the 
down payment.  I also am taking collections! 

 
  
Increase the size of the picture and you will see why 
it is called an “antenna farm” 
 
73, Mark, KE6ZRP 
 
?Here is a Good link: 
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    Take a look at this website, especially if you have 
trouble remembering how to program all your 
different radios.   Great idea. 
http://www.niftyaccessories.com/ 
?CATS Website: 
 
     Did you know that you can go to 
www.catsradio.org each month and read the 
newsletter as well as explore other items of interest 
on our sister Club’s website?  Give it a try, it is a 
great website like ours, full of fun and interesting 
things. 
 
?News from AZ land: 

Lawmakers side with ham radio 
operators 

Comments 0 | Recommend 1  
May 7, 2009 - 7:46 PM 
BY HOWARD FISCHER, CAPITOL MEDIA 
SERVICES  
PHOENIX – Faced with a decision of the rights of 
ham radio operators versus their neighbors, the state 
House voted this week to side with the folks with 
the microphones and headsets. 
 
On a voice vote, the House gave preliminary 
approval to a requirement for cities and counties to 
allow antennas of "reasonable height,'' even if the 
size runs contrary to ordinances. 
 
But the real target of HB 2514 is homeowners 
associations, many of which have specific 
provisions in deed restrictions or bylaws against 
large outdoor antennas. This bill would overrule 
those restrictions, even if the radio operator knew of 
them when he or she bought the house. 
 
The move drew bipartisan opposition. 
 
Rep. Olivia Cajero Bedford, D-Tucson, said the 

language of the measure leaves too much to chance. 
 
"A 'reasonable height' to a radio operator could be 
100 feet. To the neighborhood association, a 
reasonable height might be four feet or five feet.'' 
 
Rep. Debbie Lesko, R-Glendale, said the radio 
operators have no right to complain. She said they 
moved into a development knowing the rules. 
 
But Rep. Nancy McLain, R-Bullhead City, said 
legislative interference in those contracts is 
necessary. She said it is virtually impossible to find 
a new home that doesn't have a homeowners 
association - and doesn't have such rules. 
 
McLain also said that changing the rules is virtually 
impossible. She also pointed out that this won't be 
the first time that lawmakers, whether state or 
federal, have stepped in to override what she 
believes are unnecessary homeowner restrictions. 
 
"At one time television antennas were prohibited, 
TV satellite dishes were prohibited, flagpoles were 
prohibited and solar panels were also prohibited,'' 
McLain said. "It took congressional or legislative 
action to insist that homeowners associations 
change with the times.'' 
 
A final roll-call vote will send the measure to the 
Senate. 
 

And Finally: 

Your 2009 Club Roster is available thanks to Larry, 
AD6IZ.  Just send an e-mail to 
ke6zrp_mark@yahoo.com and I will send your 
copy to you.  Thanks 

Mark, KE6ZRP  

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of April 30, 2009    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 

Petty Cash) 
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Contact information: 

President    Mark Gershen, KF6YAN 818 241-2212 
VP              Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Secretary    Leah Shirokoff, KE6MMU 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 


