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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

Apr 2009       

  

                                                     Volume 50,   Issue 4 
 

Calendar of Events: 
Apr. 9, 2009 General meeting, 7:30 pm.  
Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd.  
Montrose, Ca   
 
 
? Presidents Message for April 2009 
 
This is my last Presidents message, at least for a 
long time. I will hand the gavel to Mark KF6YAN. 
I’m sure he’ll have lots to say taking over the helm. 
This club is a wonderful kindly club with many 
willing helpers. I want to thank each one of you for 
your participation and support.   
 
As stated we have some new officers being installed 
at our April meeting this coming week. I’m 
stepping down due to dog show conflicts. We still 
NEED a Secretary so please volunteer. The main 
duty would be to come to the breakfast meeting and 
simply list important things that go on or are voted 
for in the meeting. We have an offer of a back-up 
for the times that you need to be gone. Mark, ZRP 
and Christine, OPU would continue as Editor of the 
Newsletter (Mark) and Treasurer (Christine), but 
sure would also be pleased to show someone the 
ropes.    
 
 
This Thursday April 9th will be a great meeting at 
Verdugo Hills Hospital at 7:30 PM with a speaker 
talking about emergency communications 
explaining some of the technical aspects of that. 
Again if you can bring a buddy or two it would be 
nice.  
 
Mark W6MW was contacted by Ronen KI6HUW 
who plans to come to our meeting for a first time. 
He is wishing for someone to help him learn to 

program his Yaesu HT VX6. He says he’d love to 
get together for coffee (on him) with someone if 
that’s possible but at least a run down after the 
meeting. 
 
Most of you know my Son ko6ol Erik who is also a 
member of CVRC is at the Geographic South Pole 
for their winter. Today it is – 81 F.  He walks about 
a mile to and from the South Pole Telescope most 
every day.  Makes our 36 degree February nights 
seem balmy. You can see a lot of information at: 
http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/obop/spo/livecamera
.html   
Including weather and a web cam.  We are going to 
attempt to make ham radio contacts.  A trial on Sat. 
evening is expected to bring nothing but a mid-
afternoon might work according to Walter.  
 
 
Leah Shirokoff 
CVRC President  
 
 
 
Transponder Net news: 
The April Transponder Net was quite well attended 
and all had a jolly 
good time!  Attendees included: 
 
_*UK*_                                   _* US 
*_G4CDY - Terry                  KE6MMU - Leah 
G8JAC - Andy                   AD6IZ - Larry 
2E0JXN - Paul                   KE6ZRP - Mark 
G3ZMF - Frank                 W6MW - Mark 
G0KZT - Andy 
 
The net is held on the first Saturday of each month 
at 9:15AM Los Angeles Time and 17:15 London 
Time.  Special thanks to Terry Giles for the use of 
the MB7IPL Link and Mark Kanzler for the use of 
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the KE6ZRP Link. 
 
--  
73 de Mark 
W6MW 
 
 
 
 
?General meeting guest speaker: 
 
Hi All, 
 
I've arranged to have Gordon  Arnold talk on the 
following topic for the April Meeting: 
 
He'd like to talk about the Interagency 
Communications Inter-operability System (ICIS), a 
wide-area trunked system governed by a joint-
powers-authority that oversees a system-of-systems. 
Individual cities have interconnected their own 
systems to allow reciprocal roaming across a wide 
area of Southern California. 
 
Gordon  was first licensed as KC6TAF in 1991 but 
He'd had an interest in radio going back to his 
earliest days of childhood.  Gordon has been 
involved in a number of activities with the Pasadena 
radio club where he become interested in 
emergency radio service.  This led to volunteering 
with the City of Pasadena's Emergency 
Communications Group, which brought exposure to 
the City's Police and Fire Departments, which in 
turn led to volunteering with the Fire Department's 
EMS Reserve.   "All of this led in time to my 
current paid position with the City's radio shop 
where I work on a daily basis with everything from 
simplex VHF high-band systems through the ICIS 
wide-area digital trunked system". 
 
 
I've also prepared some material on the expected 
propagation conditions for field day.  I note that we 
are still not seeing any indication that there will be a 
significant increase in the number of sun spots over 
the current value of "zero".  So, we should make the 
best that we can of the time on 80 and 40m bands.  
The strategy would be to work all the surrounding 
states during mid day and concentrate on more 
eastward states during the early morning while the 
path is dark.  Watch for openings on 10, 15, and 

20m during the early afternoon by monitoring these 
bands while maintaining operation on 40 and 80m. 
 
 
Ray, AD6RJ 
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Sunday night at 8:00 pm is the Sunday night net.  
Now that there is no football….please take a minute 
to listen to the net and to check in.  You will keep 
the batteries of your radio excersized, and will feel 
good about being part of the group. 
     Thanks Mark, kf6yan for running the net. 
 
 
 ?Welcome a new member: 
Let’s give a warm welcome to 2 new Club 
members, Emile M. Stolle, WA6ZEG, and Yoshio 
Nakamura, KE6ACH.  We hope you join us for lots 
of fun and Hammin” 
 
73 
Hi... 
?  Some ARRL news: 
I have already replied to this email with meeting 
details and location. Also included repeater info as 
he requested.  Just wanted you to have a 
"heads up" in case he can make the next meeting.  I 
bet he goes to the Southern CA DX Club meeting 
instead... they meet at the same time! 
 
Take care... 
 
73 de Mark 
 
 
Hello Affiliated Clubs. 
Allow me to introduce myself, I'm Joe Vega, 
NE6V. This week our Section Manager appointed 
me to this important position. I would like to reach 
out to all of our clubs and offer my services. What 
ever the need big or small, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. I plan on being an involved ACC. To 
that point I would like to visit every club over the 
next 30 days or so. If each club would kindly reply 
with meeting dates, times and locations I will begin 
making my schedule. Also if your club has 
repeater if you would include that information so I 
can program those frequencies in my equipment, 
that offers a club another way to contact me. 
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In mid April, I will be e-mailing a newsletter which 
I have in development. the purpose for the 
newsletter is to keep the channels of 
communication open between us, for me to update 
our AC's as to events with in the section and League 
and to  be a source for reference material. Idea's 
what ideas do the clubs have? I'm very open minded 
and I look forward to growing the membership 
within our current clubs and looking towards new 
clubs becoming Affiliated. I need feedback, I 
encourage feedback so lets communicate. 
  
Field Day 2009, is fast approaching, here again I'd 
like to visit as many of our clubs as possible over 
that weekend. So what plans do your clubs have? 
How can I assist? if your club does have plans let 
me know so I can  visit your operation. 
  
F.Y.I- I have been told that this weekend our very 
own club , SCATS, will be involved in the WORLD 
WIDE EVENT of LIGHTS OFF for 1 hour! 
Here's a link to their website, saving energy is a 
WORTH WILD event and we get immediate 
benefits from conservation! So lights out Saturday 
Night for 1 hour please!  http://www.SCATS.org   
  
If your club is having a special event PLEASE LET 
ME know. I will get the word out! 
  
I have included contact information for your use: 
Joe Vega 
NE6V 
(626)419-5167 cell 
(626)810-1415 Hme 
  
73 
de 
NE6V 
 
ARRL Los Angeles Section Affiliated Club 
Coordinator 
ARRL SW Division Cong.Dist.29 LAA 
ARRL Life Member 
 
? Something else to read: 
 
HamBrief 23 -- DesertFest 2009: 
Chris Matthieu (N7ICE) on April 5, 2009  
Add a comment about this article!  
Hi Fellow Ham Geeks!  

If you were unable to make it to Tucson's annual 
DesertFest 2009, 73s.org was on the scene with our 
cameras interviewing hams (and looking for deals)!  
Check out our 20 minute HamBrief.TV video 
coverage here! 
73s, 
Chris  
http://73s.org/n7ice 
 
New Videos Promoting Field Day, Amateur 
Technology, Available from ARRL: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 28, No 13 on April 3, 
2009  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/  
Add a comment about this article!  

New Videos Promoting Field Day, Amateur 
Radio Technology, Available from ARRL: 

Two new video Public Service Announcements 
(PSAs) -- one promoting ARRL Field Day and 
another showing the technical side of Amateur 
Radio -- are now available from the ARRL Web 
site. "These videos are great for PIOs 
http://www.arrl.org/pio, clubs and hams in general 
to use in promoting the fun side of Amateur Radio," 
said ARRL Media and Public Relations Manager 
Allen Pitts, W1AGP. 
"The Field Day PSA is meant to be posted on Web 
sites, added to e-mails and shared via the Internet," 
Pitts explained. "While not broadcast quality 
resolution, it was intentionally made small enough 
to go through almost all e-mail systems and able to 
be seen on almost every computer. The PSA 
spotlighting Amateur Radio technology is meant for 
broadcast and cable TV; it is more general than the 
Field Day video and media outlets can use it all year 
long. This video complements the WeDoThat-Radio 
campaign http://www.wedothat-radio.org/ and the 
Technology Pillar, one of the ARRL's five pillars." 
Pitts said that the Field Day video is the League's 
first experiment in "viral" video. "We've seen how a 
good video can spread quickly via the Web and 
reach people. So we created a special Field Day 
Internet video for this year. Let's see what happens." 
Amateurs can download the video from the Field 
Day Web page http://www.arrl.org/fieldday and 
then send it to friends, e-mail lists, Web sites -- just 
about anywhere! 
"Please do not modify it or change the ending!" 
Pitts requests. "Since the files can go all over the 
country -- and world -- the ending needs to be able 
to direct anyone, anywhere to the closest Field Day 
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site near them. Just be sure your local group is listed 
on the ARRL Field Day Locator 
http://www.arrl.org/contests/announcements/fd/loca
tor.php and they will find you." Since the 
technology PSA is targeted for commercial TV 
uses, it is a high resolution, 43 meg, MOV type file; 
it can be downloaded from the ARRL Web site 
http://www.arrl.org/pio/videos/ARRL30secPSA200
9.mov. Because this version is meant for 
professional use, it has a formal 60 second lead- in 
followed by the 30 second PSA. A very low 
resolution preview version (not meant for 
distribution) is also available 
http://www.arrl.org/pio/videos/LowRes2009.wmv. 
To get a copy of the technology video on a disc, 
please send Pitts an e-mail ;, letting him know 
which TV stations or cable systems will be showing 
the video, and which format is needed. 
Special thanks go to the volunteers of the national 
ARRL PR Committee who took the concept and 
helped bring it to reality. For the Field Day video, 
Kevin Pauley, KB9WVI, did the excellent video 
editing (right down to synchronizing shots with the 
music); Don Carlson, KQ6FM, did the voiceover 
work. Staff creativity came from Pitts -- who 
produced and created the video -- and ARRL 
Contest Branch Manager Sean Kutzko, KX9X, who 
did the music. The Delta DX Association in 
Louisiana, W5RU, with Bob McBride, AE5RN, and 
Albert DuPont, W5AFD, were a major help, 
providing action video clips and permissions from 
their last Field Day. The technology video was also 
designed by Pitts with extensive volunteer help. 
Special thanks go to Matt Aaron, KG4WXX, who 
guided the extensive video editing and to Don 
Carlson, KQ6FM, who did the audio work. 
Source: 
The ARRL Letter Vol. 28, No. 13 April 3, 2009  
 
German AMSAT Team Transmits, Receives 
Signals from Venus: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 28, No 13 on April 3, 
2009  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/  
Add a comment about this article!  

German AMSAT Team Transmits, Receives 
Signals from Venus: 

On March 25, a group from AMSAT-DL bounced 
radio signals off the surface of Venus, marking the 
first time Amateur Radio operators have bounced 
radio signals off another planet http://www.amsat-

dl.org/pic/gallery2/main.php?g2_view=core.Downl
oadItem&g2_itemId=7561. According to AMSAT-
DL President Peter Guelzow, DB2OS, the Earth-
Venus-Earth (EVE) transmission is another step in 
preparing for a mission to Mars. According to an 
AMSAT-DL press release, the team's transmitter 
was generating about 6 kW CW on 2.4 GHz. 
Guelzow said that signals were sent from a ground 
control station at the IUZ Sternwarte observatory in 
Bochum: "After traveling almost 100 million 
kilometers and a round trip delay of about 5 
minutes, they were clearly received as echoes from 
the surface of Venus. This was the first German 
success to receive echoes of other planets. In 
addition, this is the farthest distance crossed by 
radio amateurs, over 100 times further than echoes 
from the moon (EME reflections)." 
The EVE experiment was repeated on March 26 for 
several hours with "good echoes" from Venus, 
Guelzow said. "Morse code was used to transmit the 
well-known 'HI' signature known from the AMSAT 
OSCAR satellites." 
For receiving the EVE reflections, Guelzow said 
that the team used a fast Fourier transform (FFT) 
analysis with an integration time of 5 minutes. 
"After integrating for 2 minutes only, the reflected 
signals were clearly visible in the display," he said. 
"Despite the bad weather, signals from Venus could 
be detected from 1038 UTC on until the planet 
reached the local horizon." 
Guelzow explained that with the EVE reflections, 
the high power amplifier "has therefore passed this 
crucial test as a final key component for the planned 
P5-A Mars mission. By receiving generated echoes 
from Venus, the ground and command station for 
the Mars probe has been cleared for operational use 
and the AMSAT-DL team is now gearing up for 
building the P5-A space probe. AMSAT-DL wants 
to show that low-budget interplanetary exploration 
is possible with its approach." 
Development, design and construction of this first 
German Mars mission have been achieved by 
AMSAT-DL and its partner organizations, Guelzow 
explained. "Already a third of the total project costs 
were performed. More work shall follow during the 
mission. AMSAT-DL would like to demonstrate 
that their approaches to low-cost space missions are 
feasible." -- Information provided by AMSAT-DL 
Source: 
The ARRL Letter Vol. 28, No. 13 April 3, 2009  
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And Finally: 

Your 2009 Club Roster is available thanks to Larry, 
AD6IZ.  Just send an e-mail to 

ke6zrp_mark@yahoo.com and I will send your 
copy to you.  Thanks 

Mark, KE6ZRP  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 818 896-0839 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    John Moerch, N6WTF 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 

Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 


