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                                                     Volume 50,   Issue 2 
 

Calendar of Events: 
Feb. 12, 2009 General meeting, 7:30 pm.  
Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd.  
Montrose, Ca   
 
Happy Valentines Day? ?  
 
 
? Presidents Message for February 2009 
 
Weather. You never know around here whether it 
will be hot or cold. I’m not sure whether to wish 
you to keep cool or keep warm.   
 
We will need the list of future officers by March 
meeting with change of the guard in April.  Please 
let us know if have any interest in having a position 
or if you know anybody who you thing might be 
good with a role. We have a committee to choose, 
with Ed, Larry, Mark (Yan) and Walter. They have 
already shown to be helpful. No officers, no club.  
 
This Thursday, February 12 will be a great meeting 
at Verdugo Hills Hospital at 7:30 PM with a 
speaker sharing about a trip to Easter Island. If you 
can bring a buddy or two it would be nice.  
 
Please use the repeaters and if any of you hear 
someone put a call out, come on out and say at least 
a nice howdy. It is tiring to call out again and again 
and get silence.  
 
 
 
Leah Shirokoff 
CVRC President  
 
 
Transponder Net news: 

The February Transponder Net was supposed to 
happen on Saturday, February 7 but we had no 
operating Echolink nodes on either side of the 
Atlantic.  Not to be deterred by that, Andy Jackson 
(G8JAC), Paul Jackson (2E0JXN) and Mark West 
(W6MW) held their own net on Skype.  No 
radios were harmed in this process. 
 
The participants solved all of the problems existing 
in the world currently and in the future, but sadly 
there was no one present to hear the solutions and 
now none of them can remember. 
 
The March Transponder Net will take place on 
Saturday, March 7.  Since we do not change to 
Daylight Savings Time until the second Sunday in 
March, times will be 9:15AM Pacific and 17:15 UK 
Time. 
We hope to see you there! 
 
--  
73 de Mark 
W6MW 
 
?General meeting guest speaker: 
    DX Alert!! 
     The guest speaker for February will be Mervyn 
Mac Medan, N6NO, who will be giving us a power 
point presentation of his latest Dxepedition to 
Easter Island. http://dx-
hamspirit.com/2008/10/27/ce0yn6no-easter- island-
nov-7-16/ 
This was his 2nd time there, and his 1st time doing an 
expedition by himself.   Please plan on joining us 
for his presentation Thursday night at the CVRC 
monthly meeting at Verdugo Hills Hospital.  
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Sunday night at 8:00 pm is the Sunday night net.  
Now that there is no football….please take a minute 
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to listen to the net and to check in.  You will keep 
the batteries of your radio excersized, and will feel 
good about being part of the group. 
     Thanks Mark, kf6yan for running the net. 
 
?  Up coming events: 
     March madness does not always mean 
basketball, it also means nominations for Club 
officers.  This year, we have a nominating 
committee that will suggest members consider 
being a Club officer for the new year.  As Leah 
mentioned in her President’s letter that without the 
officers, there really is no Club.  No job is hard, and 
all the positions are very rewarding. CVRC is a 
special Club, it not only has great members, 2 
excellent repeaters that service much of the Los 
Angeles area, but also is a Club that has a tradition 
of helping out the community we live in.  This past 
year as always, we have demonstrated this by 
helping out with disaster drills, Operation Santa, 
and Field Day.  There are certainly more options to 
help the community, we need to explore them, and 
we need people with great enthusiasm to lead the 
Club into the future.  Please consider seriously if 
you would like to be one of those leaders.  Easy 
work, and great fulfillments. 
 
    April is Club elections, so everyone’s 
participation is needed for that. 
 
     May has Memorial Day, and in the past, we have 
helped with the Memorial Day Run at Descanso 
Gardens.  This year may or may not involve Hams 
but we should be prepared to help if we are asked. 
 
June is of course, Field Day, but also there is an 
event called Kids Day one week before.  With the 
preparations for Field Day, there could very well be 
a good use of Kids Day to help check out some new 
equipment that we might be using at Field Day. Last 
year, Steve Hronik from the City of Glendale asked 
“why don’t you use the Cities kenwood T2000 
radios for Field Day”  My answer to him was that 
we had not planned for using those radios, since this 
was the first endeavor by the Club to hold Field Day 
at Dukemejian Park, but that next year (2009) we 
would use them.  Well, we will need to check them 
out, practice with them and get familiar with them, 
and possibly Kids Day would be a good trial.  More 
as we plan the events. 
 

 

 
Kenwood T2000  HF radio. 
 
? Something of Interest: 
 
On Friday, February 6, Los Angeles Superior Court 
Judge David Yaffe issued a ruling in favor of Alec 
Zubarau, WB6X, of Palmdale, California, in 
Zubarau's case against the City of Palmdale. Last 
year, after Zubarau received a valid building permit 
from the City to erect an antenna support structure, 
the City of Palmdale revoked Zubarau's building 
permit after he had erected the tower. According to 
Zubarau's attorney, Len Shaffer, WA6QHD, the 
Court's ruling invalidates the actions of the City in 
revoking Zubarau's permit and requires the City to 
allow him to replace the tower. "Zubarau's case has 
drawn nationwide attention and financial support 
from the ARRL, Amateur Radio clubs and 
individual Amateur Radio operators from around 
the country," said ARRL Southwestern Division 
Vice Director Marty Woll, N6VI. "Although this 
ruling does not directly address the City's proposed 
zoning ordinance amendment, based on the Court's 
language, it should provide considerable support for 
those hams attempting to negotiate a more 
reasonable provision allowing antenna support 
structures in the Palmdale City Code." 
 
Here is the link to the above story: 
http://qstzone.com/content/judge-rules-favor-
amateur-palmdale-antenna-support-structure-case 
 
?Are you the builder type? 
 
ARRL Announces Second Homebrew Challenge: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 28, No 5  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on February 6, 2009  
View comments about this article!  
ARRL Announces Second Homebrew Challenge: 



3 

The first ARRL Homebrew Challenge, announced 
in the August 2006 issue of QST, offered a prize for 
the best 5 W, 40 meter CW and voice transceiver 
our readers could build. The only requirement was 
that the rig had to be built for less than $50 of new, 
readily available parts. In 2009, ARRL ups the ante 
in the Second Homebrew Challenge by upping the 
power limit to 50 W. All entries are due no later 
than February 28, 2010 
http://www.arrl.org/qst/hbc/. 
"Low power (QRP) operation is fun, but often a 
little more power is even more fun," said ARRL 
Technical Editor Joel Hallas, W1ZR. "For our new 
challenge, we are asking readers to design, or adapt 
a published design (with appropriate credit), and 
build a 50 W amplifier to follow a 5 W/40 meter 
transceiver. This could be used behind one of the 
radios from the original challenge, or from other 
QRP radios at similar power level." There will be 
two cash prizes for this challenge. In addition to the 
prizes, the winners will receive the usual QST page 
rate for published articles. 
The amplifier must operate on 40 meters. It must 
operate as a linear amplifier capable of accepting a 
QRP input signal and putting out a minimum of 50 
W PEP into a 50 ohm load. It must meet all FCC 
requirements for spurious emissions. The amplifier 
must include control circuitry to switch from 
transmit to receive through a single contact closure 
and provide a path from antenna to receiver during 
receive mode. Hallas suggested taking a look at the 
two part series by Rick Campbell, KK7B, 
"Designing and Building Transistor Linear Power 
Amplifiers," in the February and March 2009 issues 
of QST. 
Hallas listed some basic requirements for the 
Homebrew Challenge:  
* It must meet all requirements while operating 
from a 13.8 V dc power supply.  
* It must put out 50 W PEP on 40 meters with a 5 
W PEP input.  
* It must be a linear amplifier with third order and 
higher intermodulation products must be below -28 
dBc (28 dB below the carrier) as measured using 
the procedures described in the ARRL Lab product 
review Test Procedures Manual 
http://www.arrl.org/members-
only/prodrev/testproc.pdf.  
* It must be capable of key down operation at 40 W 
CW output for 5 minutes without more than a 5 
percent reduction in output level.  

* Single contact transmit/receive switching is 
required.  
* Parts must be readily available either from 
identified national retailers or by mail order. No 
"flea market specials" allowed.  
* The total cost of all mechanical and electrical 
parts required for duplication of the amplifier 
cannot exceed $125.  
* All entries must be received at ARRL 
Headquarters no later than February 28, 2010.  
* The amplifier that meets all the basic 
requirements at the lowest cost will receive a prize 
of $200.  
* An additional prize of $300 will be awarded for 
an amplifier that meets all the basic requirements 
and, in the sole judgment of the reviewers, provides 
the most useful mix of the following additional 
attributes within the $125 cost limitation: 
* * Full output with an input lower than 5 W, 
perhaps as low as 2 W, to allow operation with 
other popular radios. 
* * Use of aluminum oxide or other types of power 
transistors rather than beryllium oxide.  
* * Operation on additional bands besides 40 
meters.  
* * Operation in support of full break-in (QSK) 
mode.  
Hallas noted that some RF power transistors, and 
even some conduction cooled vacuum tubes, are 
built on a beryllium oxide substrate or heat 
conduction base. "Beryllium oxide is inert and safe 
if properly handled," he said. "If crushed, drilled or 
filed, however, the resulting dust can be harmful if 
breathed. Many new power transistors use an 
aluminum oxide substrate that avoids this problem. 
It is recommended that aluminum oxide be used if 
possible. If you do choose to use beryllium based 
transistors for your amplifier, please treat them with 
the respect that they deserve, and dispose of them as 
hazardous material outside of normal household 
waste disposal channels if they fail or are no longer 
needed." 
Each entrant must submit the fully operational 
amplifier, as well as a documentation package. This 
package should include a draft QST article with a 
discussion of the design considerations and 
tradeoffs and a description of the construction 
techniques. The article will also include test and 
alignment steps, operating instructions, along with a 
readable schematic with a list of all parts used, their 
source and price. 
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Those who do not have the capability to measure 
the desired and undesired output products 
accurately may submit amplifiers early for an 
unofficial pre-test in the ARRL Lab. Hallas advised 
entrants allow two weeks (from ARRL's receipt of 
the package) to be notified of the results. 
The station will first be evaluated in comparison to 
the basic requirements by the ARRL Laboratory. 
Entries determined by the Lab to be acceptable on 
the basis of FCC spectral purity and output 
requirements will be further evaluated by the QST 
Technical Editorial Staff. 
While the basic rules and evaluation criteria were 
provided in the original announcement, Hallas said 
that there are always questions on interpretation. 
"We have thus again provided a Web resource 
http://www.arrl.org/qst/hbc/ to provide the 
questions and answers (FAQs) to all interested 
participants. Answers provided should be 
considered a part of the rules and are binding on all 
entrants." 
Source: 
The ARRL Letter Vol. 28, No. 5 February 6, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of March 31, 2007    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 2/28//07 12.93 2,089.57 999.46 256.00 3,345.03 3,357.96 
         
         
Income from Drawing     63.00 63.00  
(Expenses)         

Repeater         
Telephone  (18.92)   (18.92)  

Insurance Premium        
Bank Charges (Feb)    (10.00)  (10.00)  

     0.00  
     0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 (18.92) (10.00) 0.00 (28.92)  

         
Balance @ 3/31/07 12.93 2,070.65 989.46 319.00 3,379.11 3,392.04   
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Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 818 896-0839 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    John Moerch, N6WTF 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 


