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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

Nov 2008       

  

                                                     Volume 49,   Issue 11 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*Nov. 13, 2008 7:30 PM at the Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca  
Council room D 
 
? Presidents Message for November 2008 
 
We had a couple of nice breakfast gatherings in 
October and November with the board meetings 
towards the end of our breakfasts as usual. This is a 
fun social event so anyone who hasn’t come, don’t 
let the board meeting part stop you from joining. I 
find myself wanting to delay the board meeting 
because most of the people scatter after the meeting 
is done. One of my favorite parts about the 
Conrad’s meeting is that afterward there is still a 
whole day afterward since we meet at 7:30 AM. 
 
We had the Transponder net in October thanks to 
Mark KE6ZRP who couldn’t run net or even join, 
but he left the echo link on. A few people I think 
thought there wasn’t going to be a net so the USA 
side had only 3 participants, but the other side of the 
big pond had 8 people joining. They had cool rainy 
blustery weather in England so we got more folks 
saying hi on the radio. It may have been the only 
way they wanted to get out Saturday.  
 
Then our November Transponder net was run by 
Mark ZRP. We had rainy weather and so did 
Englanders, but it was colder in England. Not as 
many check ins on both sides of the pond, but still 
nice to say howdy.   
 
The CVRC meeting in October  9th was  great for 
techies and non-techies.  We did not have as many 
people as is common due to conflicts and a playoff 
baseball game, but anyone who missed really 
missed a great program. The speaker, John Haslett 

KI6MCB spoke  about an attempt to create an 
historical boating adventure and the use of ham 
radio in his adventures. He had pictures to show.  
He shared clearly how Ham Radio, his only 
communication on his boat saved his life. He 
brought along his book Voyage of the Manteno that 
several of us bought to enjoy.  
 
We would like a nominating committee to help 
choose officers for the next year. Many have had 
their “jobs” for years. I will not be able to be 
President next year due to my up and coming dog 
show winning youngster. Please help out.  
 
Holiday Party time. We will be having our party on 
our usual meeting night, Thursday December 11. 
We are hoping to again have a 6:30 time at the Red 
Cross Building on Brand Blvd in Glendale.  Ham 
and Turkey will be provided for the members only 
party, but you may include your beloved partner 
and/or spouse. Please bring something to go along 
with the meat and a non-alcoholic drink for you or 
to share. Turkey will be provided by Conrads. 
 
So bring a side dish and a non-alcoholic drink for 
you or to share.  
Division of what to bring is with your Suffix, the 
letter after the number of your Ham radio call sign 
(or last name if no call sign yet):    
  
A - H  Dessert 
I - Q    Side Dish 
R - Z   Salad 
 
 
 
 
We are going to ask those who wish to join in the 
not so silent auction fun to bring a nice unwrapped 
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gift, could be ham related, but not necessarily. One 
gift per couple, if single you can bring something 
“lighter”. It can be something used from around the 
house or new, somewhere between $5 to $20 worth. 
Please do not bring unwanted “stuff” so that  the 
auction will not last so long and there should be 
items that people will be pleased to take home with 
them. I will call Don Carlson again to see if he can 
do another abbreviated auction. He has been so 
much fun with his humor doing that.    
 
See you then.  
 
 
Keep the repeaters repeating 
 
Leah Shirokoff, KE6MMU 
President of Cresenta Valley Radio Club 
 
? Possible changes to the QSX newsletter: 
     At the last Board meeting, it was discussed about 
changing the delivery method for the QSX 
newsletter by only sending it out “electronically”.  
The “snail mail” method would be eliminated (no 
longer sent by the Post Office).  It will save the 
Club money, and will also make it much easier to 
for the 1 person doing it by not having to make the 
copies, fold and staple the copies, get stamps, and 
then mail the newsletter out.   
    At the November meeting we will be discussing 
this issue so that the Board can make a decision.  
Your input is needed. And we will also be 
discussing about helping any persons who think 
they might have trouble getting the QSX 
electronically, and how to access it.  Please plan on 
being there for this important meeting. 
 
 ?Repeater Report: 
     Both of the Club’s repeaters are working well.  
We still have no idea when any change will be 
made to the antennas and cabling. 
     Have you heard more people on the repeaters 
lately?  Turn on your radios and listen in, and 
maybe jump in and join in on the fun.  After all, the 
repeaters not only look pretty,  they sound pretty  as 
well. 
    When daylight savings ended, I changed the time 
announcement to the repeaters, and set them as 
close to “actual” time as I could get, but as we know 
from the guest speaker that we had about “time” 

does anybody really know what time it is?  Close 
enough. 
     On a final note, on behalf of the Motorcycling 
Amateur Radio Club MARC, they wish to thank 
everyone for giving a clear frequency on the 2 
meter repeater last October 26 for the Love Ride in 
Glendale.  It worked great. 
 
73, Mark, Ke6zrp 
 
 
Transponder Net news: 
     There was a “transponder” net held last Saturday  
after the monthly Board breakfast and meeting, with 
Leah KE6MMU, Larry AD6IZ, and Mark KE6ZRP 
checking on from the US side, and Terry G4CDY, 
Andy G8JAC, and Jim, G4WYJ from the UK side.  
It was a very good net, with everyone sounding 
exceptional clear on the repeaters and the link.  It is 
always fun to hear what each person has to say, and 
to be able to share our interest with each other.   
     Missing from the net was our good friend Mark, 
W6MW who is still attending his mom, and who 
also said that he could only hear on his link and not 
talk.  We missed you Mark. 
 
73, Mark, KE6ZRP   
 
?General meeting guest speaker: 
     Stephen H. Smith    WA8LMF will once again 
come and talk to us about his Ham travels to Asia.  
Stephen has talked to us before about APRS and is 
VERY entertaining.  I am sure his travels in Asia 
have lots of stories behind them.  Join us at the 
Verdugo Hills Hospital on Thursday, Nov 13 at 
7:30 pm for a great meeting. 
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Thank you to all that have been checking in to 
the Sunday Night Net.   The turnout has been pretty 
good, and there have been several new Hams that 
have checked in just “cruising” by on the frequency. 
A special  “thank you” to Ed, KD6TAV for hosting 
the Net a couple of weeks ago.  Great job Ed! 

 

?Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, Appointed 
Assistant Director: 

On October 25, ARRL Atlantic Division Director 
Bill Edgar, N3LLR, announced that he had 
appointed Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, former 
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Special Counsel for the Spectrum Enforcement 
Division of the FCC's Enforcement Bureau, an 
Assistant Director for the Atlantic Division; 
Hollingsworth retired from the FCC earlier this 
year. Assistant Directors are personal appointees of 
Directors who are chosen to aid in the normal 
routine of administering the Division; they usually 
have knowledge or expertise in a certain area 
concerning Amateur Radio. There are currently nine 
Assistant Directors in the Atlantic Division.  

Source: 

The ARRL Letter Vol. 27, No. 44 November 7, 
2008  

 

?Ohio Hams Discover, Fix 'Ditters' On 40 
Meters: 

Silent since the summer of 2000, "ditters" have 
been heard once again 
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2000/07/28/2/ on 
40 meters by hams in North Carolina. According to 
ARRL Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck 
Skolaut, K0BOG, hams in that state contacted him 
on October 22 complaining of hearing a continuous 
string of "dits" on 7.0574 MHz. "We informed the 
FCC HFDFing station of the situation and asked if 
they could locate the approximate area of the 'dits' 
so we could get this resolved as soon as possible," 
Skolaut said. "They responded promptly and said it 
was coming from Westerville, a town just north of 
Columbus, Ohio." 

Once the general location had been pinpointed, 
Skolaut called on ARRL Ohio Section Official 
Observer Coordinator Rick Swain, KK8O for 
assistance. Swain immediately alerted his team of 
Official Observers (OO) to check out the situation. 
"Neither I nor the OOs could hear the transmitter," 
Swain said in his report. "In a telephone 
conversation with one of the OOs near the target 
area, he suddenly stated that he could hear it, but 
that the signal was at the noise level, about S2 to 
S3. At just about the same time, I could hear it as 
well at my location [about 50 miles from the target 
area] -- just above the noise level -- for about five or 
ten seconds, then it disappeared." 

Swain also placed a call to Assistant Section 
Manager Bill Carpenter, AA8EY. "Bill lives within 

the target area. I briefed him on the situation and he 
went right to his station," Swain said. "Bill checked 
the frequency and told me he was hearing [the 'dits'] 
at about S9. He said he thought he might know who 
it could be and that would make some calls." 

Around 7:30 AM on October 23, Swain checked the 
frequency and found no signal. "I assumed that 
either Bill had found the transmitter or the owner 
came home, found it transmitting and turned it off," 
he said. "Later that morning, Bill sent me an e-mail 
saying that the signal was back on and about S7. I 
called Bill's house and left a message telling him I 
was on my way to Westerville to track down the 
signal. If he wanted to ride along with me while I 
looked for it, he was more than welcome to come." 
Skolaut said the signal was also heard in Newington 
that day. 

When Swain arrived in Westerville, he had a list of 
the names and addresses of 172 licensees in the 
area, as well as a general idea of where the signal 
should be, based on the data from the FCC's 
HFDFing station. He also had his HF radio, an all-
band screwdriver antenna, a GPS receiver and a 
VHF radio for information and directions. 

"I drove around the area checking the signal and 
noted that it was about S9 and climbing," Swain 
said. He and Carpenter met up and continued the 
search together. About 15 minutes later -- with 
Swain driving and Carpenter giving directions -- 
"we noted that the signal was 30 over S9 and Bill 
had me make a left turn at the next street, saying 
that there was an address on the list we should 
check out. We stopped at that address, but no luck." 

Swain said he then injected 30 dB of attenuation 
and continued to drive in the same direction: "The 
signal was now reading 20 dB over S9 with the 
attenuator still on. We turned down the next street 
and the signal rose another 20 dB. I pulled into a 
parking lot and made a 360-degree turn as to 
determine the signal's direction. The turn indicated 
that we should proceed to a newly constructed 
housing area adjacent to the parking lot." 

Swain and Carpenter then made their way over to 
the housing development and found that signal 
peaked. "Bill checked the list and found a ham lived 
on the street we were on, so we stopped and 
knocked on the door, but no one answered," Swain 
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said. "We checked out the backyard and saw a 4-
band trapped vertical antenna. We went next door 
and spoke to the neighbor and told him who we 
were and what we were trying to do." 

With help from the neighbor, Swain contacted the 
ham at work and explained the situation. The ham 
told the neighbor how to get in the house and where 
they would find the transmitter. "We went in, found 
the transmitter in operation and turned it off," Swain 
said. "I noticed the ham had a large cat lounging 
near the transmitter and assumed the cat could have 
leaned up against the keyer paddle and started the 
transmitter. No other explanation could be possible 
without the owner hearing the transmit relay 
clicking." 

When Swain and Carpenter left the house, they 
listened to the receiver and discovered the signal 
had disappeared. 

"This was a great example of coordinated 
cooperation by the FCC and OOs to resolve a 
problem in a timely fashion," Skolaut said. "The 
DFing station told us that hopefully the OOs could 
handle it as the FCC District Office was unable to 
work on the case at this time." 

Calling this a "splendid example of cooperation," 
ARRL Great Lakes Division Director Jim Weaver, 
K8JE, echoed Skolaut's praise: "I believe the 
response to the situation was as fine an example of 
symbiotic relationship between member-staff-FCC-
staff- field organization as one might find. 
Extremely well done by all hands." 

Source: 

The ARRL Letter Vol. 27, No. 43 October 31, 2008  
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of October 31, 2008    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT     CHECKING ACCOUNT

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund  Petty Cash Repeater Maint Fund

         
         
Balance @ 9/30/08 12.93 1,847.80 1,109.94 Balance @ 9/30/08 12.93 1,847.80 
         
Income from Dues  120.00 790.00 Income from Dues  120.00 
Income from Drawing     Income from Drawing    
(Expenses)     (Expenses)    

       
Telephone  (48.72)  Telephone  (48.72)

     0.00  
Bank Charges (July)   (10.00) (10.00)  

     0.00  
     0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (10.00) 0.00 (10.00)  

         
Balance @ 8/31/08 12.93 1,847.80 1,157.94 321.00 3,326.74 3,339.67 

 

 
 
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 818 896-0839 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    John Moerch, N6WTF 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 

Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 


