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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

May. 2008       

  

                                                     Volume 49,   Issue 5 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*May. 8, 2008 7:30 PM at the Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca  
Council room C 
 
?  Presidents Message for March 2008 
 
Installing the new officer plus re-newed officers 
Thursday.  There is still a chance to volunteer. 
  
Breakfast was fun. We did spend time discussing a 
Field Day possible change, and will know more by 
Thursday.  Transponder net went well after, though 
the meeting people were a bit delayed getting there 
after meeting done.  
  
Meeting Thursday with a good speaker so please 
come join us.  That will be May 8, 2008 this coming 
Thursday.  
  
Lots of fun coming up with warm weather. Be sure 
to take your radios out on your outings and say hi 
from unusual places.  
  
  
See you real soon, 
  
Leah Shirokoff 
President of CVRC      
 
?Repeater Report: 
   The repeaters are both working well, and we will 
soon be ordering the new power converts to be 
installed up on Mt Thom.  When the units finally 
get installed, we will also be upgrading some of the 
wiring and connectors for them.  Things  should go 
well, so more on them 

later.

 
 
73, Mark, KE6ZRP 
 
 
Transponder Net news: 
 
      Thanks to Mark, W6MW, and Martin, G4FKK 
for setting up the links to Mark, KE6ZRP for the 
“Transponder Net” last Saturday.  The link quality 
was excellent, with more people checking in on the 
UK side this time than on the US side.  I know our 
dollar is declining, but is our pride as well?  Well, 
probably not, but it sure was fun hearing a new call 
to the net, Frank, GB3NS.  He sounded great using 
his handheld.  And both the Andy’s were there, 
G8JAC and G0KZT, and Paul, M3JXN. Besides 
myself, there was Leah, KE6MMU, and Mark, 
W6MW checking in from Ohio land at his mums.  
Besides sharing the friendship, it seems that they 
might have also sent us a little of their beautiful 
English day last Saturday.  Poor Mark was stuck in 
Ohio showers.  And those that are harmonic 
watchers, Andy reported that Melissa and Jessica 
are doing quite well! 
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     Thanks to all who participated, looking forward 
to next month. 
 
Mark, KE6ZRP    
 
?Guest Speaker news: 
WA8LMF, Stephen H. Smith-- Subject APRS 
Here's a quote from his web site:   
http://wa8lmf.com 
 
"I have been an amateur radio operator since 1964 
and have held an Extra class license since 1968." 
 
Gene Roske, AE6GR, who along with Stephen were 
guests at our last meeting, stated that Stephen is a 
world renown "knowledge bank" on many amateur 
modes. If in doubt, visit his web site.  Stephen lives 
in Pasadena and will be concentrating on the subject 
of A.P.R.S.(Automatic Packet/Position Reporting 
System)  I'm sure he will field questions on other 
modes as well. 
 
His program should be a "must" on your activity 
this Thursday @ 1930 hrs. at Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, Council Room "C". 
 
73 
Dale  KD6PYQ 
 

 
 
 ? Sunday Night Net: 
     Thank you to all that have been checking in to 
the Sunday Night Net.   The turnout has been pretty 
good, and there have been several new Hams that 
have checked in just “cruising” by on the frequency. 
 
 
?  Amateur Radio Military Appreciation Day: 
Emery W McClendon (KB9IBW) on May 4, 2008  
  
Hello Everyone: 
Amateur Radio Military Appreciation Day 
(ARMAD) 2008 is upon us. The event will take 
place on May 24, 2008. We have several new 
locations that will join us this year. You can look at 
some of the event locations at: 
http://www.armad.net/eventinfo.htm. 

This year we have an excellent opportunity to 
receive some great media, and community public 
relations for Amateur Radio. ARMAD has received 
a lot of attention since our 2007 event, and we can 
use that to further increase our public awareness. Be 
sure to contact your local media and let them know 
that you will participate in this national and 
worldwide event. 
We need to ask our fellow Amateur Radio Clubs, 
and Operators to join us on the air this year to 
provide this public service for our Troops, Veterans, 
Military Retired; and First Responders. ARMAD is 
open to all Amateur Radio Operators, and now it is 
also available to the general public through 
ChatStar also. (details at www.armad.net) 
I am sure that we all want to see continued growth 
in our hobby, and in our community service work 
with Amatuer Radio. ARMAD will help us build a 
great relationship with the people of our 
communities as it gives them fist hand experience 
with the hobby. It also provides a public service that 
hits home with many people. Many of our friends, 
neighbors, and family members are serving in the 
military. ARMAD is a great way to allow the 
people of our communities an opportunity to come 
together to show support and thanks to those that 
serve. It is also a great way for communities to 
come together and rally in unity.  
I hope that you will tell a friend, neighbor,and 
fellow Amateur Radio Operator to join us on the air 
on May 26, 2008 as we "Ham It Up For The 
Troops."  
Information about ARMAD can be found at 
http://www.armad.net/. 

? Field Day news: 

     Here it is the beginning of May, and we are not 
sure where Field Day might be held this year.  The 
location on Sunshine Drive just beyond the closed 
portion is not well suited for us.  The adjacent 

property to the street is private property, not City 
property which means that we would have to set up 
on the pavement with our radio gear.  Not the most 
ideal surface for putting up antennas, and dealing 
with the heat of the day.  So we are looking at a 

. 
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different location that might have a dirt parking lot 
and large level area for us which is all City owned.  
Currently, we are asking for permission to “spend 
the night” Friday and Saturday of Field Day.  We 
are really hoping to have an answer by the Club’s 
meeting this Thursday.  More to come at the 
meeting, so be there. 

 

  ?    Newspaper Reports 'BPL Plan is Dead in 
Dallas': 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 27, No 17  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on May 2, 2008  
View comments about this article!  

Newspaper Reports 'BPL Plan is Dead in 
Dallas': 

The Dallas Morning News has reported that "an 
ambitious plan for using power lines to deliver fast 
Internet service to 2 million Dallas-area homes 
collapsed Thursday." Current Group, LLC has 
announced plans to sell its Dallas BPL network to 
Oncor, a regulated electric distribution and 
transmission business, for $90 million. Oncor 
reportedly has no plans to offer Internet service but 
will use the network to detect distribution network 
issues http://www.dallasnews.com_link. While 
Current originally touted the network as a way to 
offer Internet service to consumers and had entered 
into a marketing arrangement with DirecTV, the 
Houston Chronicle quotes Oncor spokesman Chris 
Schein as confirming that Oncor will use the 
network only for monitoring the power grid: "Our 
business is delivering electricity, not being an 
Internet provider or a television provider." 
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/business/5
747397.html  
ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, 
K1ZZ, observed that "This announcement 
underscores yet again that the Bush Administration 
made a fundamental error in judgment when it 
erroneously identified BPL as a potential 'third wire' 
delivering broadband to consumers. As the Court of 
Appeals for the DC Circuit determined last week 
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/04/25/10064/
?nc=1, the FCC then compounded the error by 
'cherry-picking' from its staff studies and ignoring 
other studies that proved the FCC was 
underestimating the interference potential of BPL 
systems. One can only hope that this latest 
marketplace failure of BPL will send a clear 

message that the answer to expanding consumer 
broadband access lies with other, more promising 
technologies that do not have such a potential to 
pollute the radio spectrum." 
ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, was 
quick to point out that BPL was not going away in 
Dallas. According to Oncor Vice President Jim 
Greer, Oncor will use the BPL network to spot grid 
problems to detect large power outages before they 
affect customers. Oncor will not offer Internet 
service through the system as Current had originally 
planned when they built it. 
The ARRL has no issues with BPL as long as it 
does not cause harmful interference to the amateur 
bands. Current's Dallas system is a good example of 
that, Hare said, as it is "notched" so as not to 
interfere with the Amateur Radio Service: "The 
Current system in Dallas is probably not causing 
interference to ham radio. Their equipment doesn't 
use the ham bands. It is also quiet except when in 
use. For meter reading and other utility applications, 
nearby modems may make the occasional short 
burst of noise, but not the cacophony of sound we 
hear with some other systems. You would probably 
be able to tell that BPL is there if you tune outside 
the ham bands. From an EMC perspective, what is 
needed now to complete this progress are 
regulations and standards that match BPL's most 
successful models." 
DirecTV customers who get Internet service 
through Current's network will probably lose 
service when the deal goes through. "Oncor is not in 
the telecommunications business, and it has no 
plans to get into the telecommunications business," 
said Schein. 
Dallas and Houston are the only metropolitan areas 
in Texas with BPL. In the past, the City of Austin 
looked at incorporating a BPL system in their 
community, but decided not to do so. In a report 
http://p1k.arrl.org/~ehare/bpl/COAAE_BPL_Final_
Report.pdf on how the BPL trial it undertook 
worked for them, the City of Austin summarized its 
reasons for that decision. 
Source: 
The ARRL Letter Vol. 27, No. 17 May 2, 2008  
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of April 30, 2008    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 3/31/08 12.93 1,977.44 1,193.01 198.00 3,368.45 3,381.38 
         
Income from Dues    30.00  30.00  
Income from Drawing     42.00 42.00  
(Expenses)         

     0.00  
Telephone (17.69)   (17.69)  

     0.00  
Bank Charges (March)   (10.00) (10.00)  

     0.00  
     0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 (17.69) (10.00) 0.00 (27.69)  

         
Balance @ 4/30/08 12.93 1,959.75 1,213.01 240.00 3,412.76 3,425.69 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    Keith Farley, KG6FCC 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 

Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 


