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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

Feb. 2008       

  

                                                     Volume 49,   Issue 2 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*Feb. 14, 2008 7:30 PM at the Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca  
Council room D 

--On Letterman's supposed 
fascination with ham radio: 
Stern said, ''Listen to me ... a 
lot of serial killers are ham 
radio operators.'' 
 
 
? President’s Message: 
     Everyone talks about how much we need to get 
young people interested in Ham Radio, Mark 
KE6ZRP does something about it. It took great 
courage to face a large group of first graders and 
give a presentation that would interest their level. 
Mark had it set up to speak to Michael in Italy, had 
Dale standing by with H F sounds, which they liked 
the Martian sound of, and brought myself, Walter 
and Frances to share. Those little eyes were wide 
open. What a great introduction to the magic of 
Ham Radio at such an open age. Great job.  
 
     We had a fun breakfast, though two great 
principals were missing, Jim URZ and Chris OPU. 
We are also have missed Frosty’s benedictions and 
kindness. There are several others missing in action 
too. Each and every one of you make this club the 
good club it is.  
 
     The meeting this month is later in the month. 
Don’t forget. We are going to do more review of 
Echolink per request of members and have a bit of 
presentation regarding D-Star.  
 

     Renewal of officers volunteering time. Please 
consider taking a position. I would continue as 
President but wish that I was more technically 
knowledgeable. It someone with more ham 
expertise or just someone who likes leading wishes 
to contend, welcome. Just let the officers know. 
Some of the other offices have been manned or 
womaned for quite a while so think of offering help 
either as an officer or certainly a helper.  
 
     We had a nice transponder net and had the 
pleasure of Mark, W6MW join on top of the 
Englanders. Don’t forget to check in on Sunday 
nights at 8:00 PM on the two meter repeater too.  
 
73 for now, 
Leah Shirokoff 
President of CVRC 

      

 
?Repeater Report: 
     Recently, at a GEARS meeting I got some 
updates relating to the CVRC repeaters. 
 
     Mt Thom has partially shifted to a large -48 
VDC battery plant.  A new air conditioning system 
and generator are scheduled to be installed.   
Currently the on site generator is not capable of 
handling the existing load. 
 
     CVRC needs to purchase -48 VDC to +12 VDC,  
DC to DC converters and Chuck will be glad to 
install with our assistance.  The 2 meter repeater, as 
I remember does have the ability to be powered by 
12 or 24 VDC, but is currently running on 120 
VAC.  The 440 repeater is running on 12 VDC 
along with the amplifier, controllers, and phone 
switch.  I am not sure of the current requirements 
for the powered devices?  It was suggested we look 
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into Astron converters due to price and reliability. 
 
     I also understand that the antennas will be 
replaced with our assistance on Mt Thom in late 
spring to early summer. 
 
     There was also discussion finally on the field 
day site and it is finally moving forward.  I will 
keep you posted. 
 
     I would like to suggest we use multiple DC to 
DC converters rather that relying on an individual 
unit.  The K6CCC repeater is also being converted 
to -48 VDC using a DC to DC converter.  If you can 
advise the current requirements, I would be glad to 
look at several options for converters. 
 
Jim Olliff, KE6URZ 
 
Transponder Net news: 
      
     Thanks to Terry, G4CDY having his node 
available for us to connect to, we had a very good 
“Transponder” net last Saturday.  Martin, G4FKK 
and Andy, G8JAC were all there, and we were able 
to include Mark, W6MW from Atlanta, as well as 
Leah, KE6MMU, Larry, AD6IZ, Mitch, N6WTF, 
Mark, KE6ZRP, and Jerry, KE6SSE.  The 
connections were very good, and the signal from 
everyone was excellent. 
     Jerry made a mention of seeing a classic XJ140 
Jaguar at a car show that he was at will talking to 
the guys, and immediately Marting heard those 
magic numbers and jumped right in! 
 
  Thanks to everyone for participating. 
 

73 for now. 

 

Mark, KE6ZRP 

 
 
?Victory Blvd. Elementary School talk: 
 
      With a special thanks to Michael, KG6WMZ or 
IW3HTY who now resides in Verona Italy, Dale, 
KD6PYQ, Walter, W6NYW, Francis, KF6EAQ, 
and especially Leah, KE6MMU, I/we were able to 

give a very nice talk to about 150 1st grade kids at 
Victory Blvd Elementary School about how a real 
person named William Pinkney circumnavigated 
the world by himself and keep in contact with his 
friends and family, and about 30,000 students using 
Ham radio. 
      
      I had made arrangements with Michael to be 
available via Echolink that morning (Wed, Jan. 23 
at about 10:20 am) which I had selected the Club’s 
440 repeater to link to.  Walter brought in a “real” 
radio, rather than a handheld which he set up on a 
table to use to contact the 440 repeater, and 
hopefully Michael. ( He brought a Yaesu FT 817 
portable all band/mode transceiver on battery 
power)  We used an external speaker, and placed 
the auditoriums wireless mike next to the speaker so 
that all the kids could hear.  We easily made contact 
with the repeater and Michael and the kids got hear 
a voice from the other side of the world. I had asked 
for a blackboard so that I could draw pictures of 
what Italy looked like on the map, and showed how 
a signal from the San Fernando valley might bounce 
around the globe and be sent back again from Italy.  
It worked, the kids really loved it, and Michael also 
talked to Francis in Italian, which she then 
translated for the kids back to English.  Next, Dale 
had found a QSO on HF, and played it through his 
radio to the repeater, which the kids then heard. 
They really liked the “starwars” sounds.  Leah and I 
talked to them a little more, and concluded after 
about 35 minutes. Well, it went great.  Theywere 
quiet almost the entire time, which is pretty 
amazing for 1st graders.  We definitely have an open 
invitation to come back in June and set up a station 
at the school for Kids Day in June. 
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     Again, thanks to everyone for helping out, and 
thanks to Mary Bonilla, the school’s pricipal 
 
73, Mark, KE6ZRP  
 

? Feb. meeting news: 

     On Feb 14, at 7:30 pm at the Verdugo Hills 
hospital, we will be finishing up our presentation of 
Echolink, answering any questions, and showing 
how to “connect”.  If you have any questions about 
Echolink, be sure to come to the meeting and ask 
your question. 

     Also, please think about helping the Club for the 
next year, and look to be a Club officer.  Elections 
are coming up, and if you would like to be a Club 
officer, please see Leah, KE6MMU 

      And time is quickly approaching for Field Day 
2008 .  While we are working on the location, 
which we hope will be a Scholl Canyon in 
Glendale, please consider helping out with the 
planning of FD08 wherever it might be.  We will be 
discussing what we will need, and who can help out 
and get things going. 

? 'Source' Disavows Inflated NTIA BPL Figure: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 27, No 05  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on February 8, 2008  
View comments about this article!  

'Source' Disavows Inflated NTIA BPL Figure: 
ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, 
K1ZZ, writes:  
The National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) report Networked Nation: 
Broadband in America 2007 
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/reports/2008/NetworkedNa
tionBroadbandinAmerica2007.pdf that was released 
on January 31, 2008 includes the following: 
"Reliable BPL [broadband over power lines] 
subscribership figures are difficult to find. The 
FCC's most recent data identify fewer than 5,000 
BPL customers as of yearend 2006. That figure 
appears low, however. TIA [The 
Telecommunications Industry Association] 
estimates 200,000 current BPL subscribers..."  
Five years of experience in dealing with BPL 
systems as a radio interference source have given 
the ARRL, the national association for Amateur 
Radio, considerable insight into the BPL industry. 
Based on that experience, the ARRL has concluded 
that the FCC's figure of fewer than 5000 BPL 
customers is entirely credible. Therefore, the ARRL 
set out to determine the source of the "estimate" of 
200,000 current BPL subscribers.  
We contacted TIA http://www.tiaonline.org/ and 
were advised that the figure came from a market 
study prepared by Wilkofsky Gruen Associates Inc 
and based on research conducted by In-Stat, a unit 
of Reed Business Information.  
So we contacted In-Stat and asked how the figure 
was derived. They responded: "The 200,000 
number for BPL subs did not come from In-Stat. In 
our US broadband forecast, we estimate about 
231,000 broadband subscribers in the 'other' 
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category besides DSL, cable, satellite. Other 
includes BPL, but is not solely BPL."  
We then contacted Wilkofsky Gruen Associates. 
They responded: "Our source for the BPL figures 
was In-Stat." When In-Stat's denial was shared with 
them, they responded, "It was our understanding 
that BPL was the principal component as it was the 
first item listed by In-Stat."  
TIA was invited to comment but declined to do so.  
In other words, here is what we have learned: In-
Stat does not claim to know how many BPL 
subscribers there are, but provides an estimate of 
231,000 broadband subscribers who receive service 
via delivery systems other than DSL, cable, and 
satellite. Wilkofsky Gruen Associates, on the basis 
of nothing more than that BPL is listed first, 
assumes that the bulk of these 231,000 are BPL 
subscribers and arbitrarily attributes 200,000 of 
them to BPL. In turn, NTIA -- not satisfied with an 
FCC figure that is derived from required reports 
from service providers -- cites this arbitrarily 
chosen figure -- a figure that is entirely unsupported 
by any data whatsoever -- as evidence that the 
FCC's figure -- which is fully supported by data -- 
"appears low."  
On February 1 we called upon the NTIA to issue a 
corrected report 
http://www.arrl.org/news/stories/2008/02/01/101/?n
c=1. We renew that call now.  
Source:  
The ARRL Letter Vol. 27, No. 5 February 8, 2008  
 
? European Reciprocal Licenses Now Limited to 
Advanced, Extra Class Licensees 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 27, No 05  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on February 8, 2008  
View comments about this article!  

European Reciprocal Licenses Now Limited to 
Advanced and Extra Class Licensees: 

The European Conference of Postal and 
Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT) has 
revised its table of equivalence between FCC 
amateur licenses and the CEPT license. Effective 
February 4, 2008, Recommendation T/R 61-01 (as 
amended) now grants full CEPT privileges only to 
those US citizens who hold an FCC-issued Amateur 
Extra or Advanced class license. This means that  
those US licensees who hold an FCC-issued 
General or Technician license are no longer eligible 
for full operating privileges in countries where 

CEPT-reciprocal operation had previously been 
permitted. US Novice class licensees have had no 
reciprocal operating privileges under the CEPT 
provisions. These changes are the result of a re-
evaluation of US and CEPT license classes 
equivalence by the CEPT's Radio Regulatory 
Working Group at its meeting January 29-February 
1, 2008 in Basel, Switzerland. The Working Group 
deals with numerous areas of concern including 
Amateur Radio, and is responsible for applications 
from countries to participate in T/R 61-01, as well 
as other Amateur Radio related issues. "Changes in 
the US license structures and examinations often 
have ancillary implications beyond the immediate 
impact upon the US licensees," said Dan 
Henderson, N1ND, ARRL Regulatory Information 
Manager. "While this CEPT change affects several 
classes of US licensees when they visit Europe and 
other CEPT signatory countries, it has no effect on 
their operating privileges at home."  
Source:  
The ARRL Letter Vol. 27, No. 5 February 8, 2008  
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    Keith Farley, KG6FCC 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc  
 

 

 

 

. 

 



5 

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of December 31, 2007    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 11/30/07 12.93 2,017.37 1,372.61 580.00 3,969.98 3,982.91 
         
Income from Dues    70.00  70.00  
Income from Drawing     139.00 139.00  
(Expenses)         

     0.00  
Telephone      0.00  

Banner    (180.00) (180.00)  
Bank Charges (November)   (10.00) (10.00)  

HRO Gift Certificates     (580.00) (580.00)  
     0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (190.00) (580.00) (770.00)  

         
Balance @ 12/31/07 12.93 2,017.37 1,252.61 139.00 3,408.98 3,421.91 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


