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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

July 2007       

  

                                                      Volume 48,   Issue 7 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*July 12, 2007 7:30 PM at the Verdugo Hills 
Hospital. 1801 Verdugo blvd. Montrose, Ca. 
NO AUGUST MEETING. 
 
?  July President’s report: 
 
Happy Hot July.  I hope you join at our more casual 
meeting July 12 with sharing of field day events.  
Speaking of events, the Kids day gathering at 
Osceola Street Elementary School was fun. A bit 
slow in the beginning but than many children came 
by and we had seven receiving certificates for 
talking on Ham Radio. Thanks to Mark for 
suggesting and making contacts. A thanks to all 
who came by including Larry IZ wonderful Teacher 
mode help with the children. Marc, YAN took over 
for a bit nicely. It was our club radio, Ray, RH's 
Antenna, Jim URZ and Mark, ZRP's set up with 
some technical advice from David, TD. Dale made 
some fancy banners too. (keep that thought of a 
banner by the way).  Even Dennis, KO6YO and 
Walter, Frances, Tim came and assisted, at least 
with cookie eating. Lots of drinks brought by Mark, 
ZRP, of course non-alcoholic type.  I especially 
liked the straight keys that Jim URZ got together 
which showed the wiring. Thanks to the time and 
patience of the schools friendly encouraging 
Principal Mary Bonilla.  It was a great chance to put 
a good ham experience in the thoughts of children, 
our future.  
  
I get to go to the breakfast. I got talked into a dog 
show that day but after much prayer and hopes, the 
entry time for my dog ended up at 2:10 PM.  Never 
happened that late before for me, but I am grateful. I 
will then get to enjoy the breakfast and meeting 
totally. Of course by the time you read this it will be 
past tense.  

  
Our annual picnic is coming up set to be August 12 
in the early evening in La Cresenta.  Date is not set 
in stone so if any real difficulties please let us 
know.  Hoping for Mark, ZRP's famous hamburgers 
combined with my own Brownies.  We can all 
check into the Sunday night net from there, even 
myself who can't reach the repeater from my home.  
  
Keep as cool as you wish hopefully in pleasant 
surroundings. Several club members are going out 
of town, but then again a few have come back 
already. Hopefully got to enjoy Ham Radio on the 
travels.   
  
Leah Shirokoff 
CVRC President. 
 
?  News from W6MW: 
 
Paul Jackson (M3JXN) and his new bride Zoe will 
be passing through the Los Angeles area on Sunday, 
July 22 on their way to Hawaii for their 
honeymoon.  Paul is the son of Andy (G8JAC) who 
visited us for Field Day in 2006.  Paul and Zoe were 
married in January. 
 
I will be taking them on a tour of Hollywood & 
Beverly Hills and showing them the sites and we 
would like invite CVRC members to join us for 
lunch at Fuddruckers in Burbank around 12:30PM 
on that day.  We can meet inside the restaurant - for 
those who have not been there it is located at:  
<http://maps.yahoo.com/#mvt=m&q1=221%20Nort
h%20San%20Fernando%20Road%2C+Burbank%2
C+CA+91501>221  
North San Fernando Road, Burbank, CA. 
 
Please consider joining us on Sunday, July 22 at 
12:30PM.  Parking is free in the municipal garage 
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right next door.  Paul and Zoe would  
really enjoy meeting you!  
 
73, W6MW 
 
? Let’s welcome 2 new members: 
     John Moerch, N6WTF and Ed Einem, KD6TAV 
have joined the Club, so let’s give them a big 
welcome.  We hope to hear you on the air often. 
 
? Transponder Net News: 
     The July, 2007 edition of the Transponder Net 
was populated by: 
 
KE6URZ  Jim     G8JAC   Andy AD6IZ           
Larrry                  M3JXN           Paul 
KD6TAV  Ed                      G4CDY   Terry 
 
     Our friends in the UK have been deluged with 
rain (something that is in scarce supply here in LA) 
but were enjoying a wonderful day.  The excitement 
of the day was the upcoming visit of Paul (M3JXN) 
and his bride, Zoe.  They will be joining us on 
Sunday, July 22 and would love to meet our 
members at Fuddruckers in Burbank at 12:30PM 
that day. 
 
     We all look forward to the Net in August.  Until 
then.... 73 and cheers! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org 
 
?Kids Day results: 
     A very big “thank you” to everyone who came 
out on June 16 at the Osceola Street School in 
Sylmar to help set up and operate Kids Day.  Jim, 
ke6urz helped setup a table for the radios, and 
provide the hook up for the 12 volt power for the 2 
radios used.  We used the Club’s Icom IC735 radio 
that David, ko6td checked out and helped tune.  
Ray, kq6rh loaned his “inverted V” antenna that is 
tuned for 20 meters for the event which worked 
perfectly.  Larry, ad6iz and Mark, kf6yan stepped 
up to the plate and manned the radio and helped the 
kids make some really good contacts.  Dale 
provided some super cool signs advertising the 
event where we had our Club logo proudly 
displayed.  Leah, our prez brought cookies for the 
kids and adults, and spent a lot of time with the 
principal and teachers from school.  She also kept a 

log of the kids who talked on the radio, and printed 
up the special certificates that the ARRL provides 
for the special event.  She then mailed them out to 
each recipient. 

  
Larry, AD6IZ with the kids at the controls 
     Considering that this was the first time kids at 
the school were exposed to Ham radio, things went 
very well.  We now know that we can set up a very 
simple station and talk all over the country very 
well.  And we know that the kids had a good time 
and were not all that “mike shy”.  With a little more 
planning and advanced notice, next years Kids Day 
should be even better. 

 
The school’s principal Mary, 2nd on the left with 2 
of her teachers and Mark, Leah, and Mark from the 
Club 
 
73, Mark, ke6zrp 
 
? July guest speaker: 
    Please come to the July meeting and share with 
everyone how your Field Day went this year.  If you 
have pictures or video, please bring them on 
whatever format and we can show them to the club.  
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We would like to know what you found, what you 
liked, and what you did not like about the Field Day 
that you went to.  This will help in the planning of 
Field Day 2008. 
     Also at the meeting will be a video of Kids Day 
2007 showing the set up and the kids making 
contacts on HF.  Be sure to join us! 
 
?  August Picnic: 
       Join Tim k6poi and Mark, ke6zrp for the 
Sunday Night Net in the Park and picnic on August 
12 at Crescenta Valley County Park on 3901 
Dunsmore Ave. in La Crescenta.  This is in lieu of 
the monthly meeting for August.  Great 
hamburgers, drinks, and good eats will be served, 
all you have to do is show up and have a good time.  
Bring a game to share with the others if you like 
and at 8 pm, we can all check into the Sunday night 
net hosted by Mark, kf6yan 
    We will be setting up at about 5 pm, and the talk 
in will be on the Club,s  2 meter repeater 146.025, 
+, pl 136.5  
    Oh, by the way, got a far out groovy tropical 
shirt?, Wear it, and we will vote to see who will win 
a prize for the best shirt. 
 
See you there. 
Mark and Tim 
 

?Glendale Cruise Night: 

     Saturday, July 21 is the date for Cruise Night in 
Glendale, and Hams are being asked to help out 
again this year. 
http://www.glendalecruisenight.com/  

     Contact Jim, ke6urz (ke6urz@arrl.net) if you can 
help with communications that evening, and see a 
great show of old cars and listen to oldies. 

?NASA news: 

 

This picture was taken by the crew of the Space 
Shuttle as it departed the space station this past 
June.  It shows the newly deployed solar panels. 

? FCC Responds to ARRL's BPL Brief: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 26, No 27  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on July 6, 2007  
View comments about this article!  

FCC Responds to ARRL's BPL Brief: 
On Monday, July 2, the FCC filed its reply brief 
with the US Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit. The FCC attempted to rebut the 
ARRL's challenge to the FCC's Broadband over 
Power Line (BPL) rules enacted in late 2004 and 
affirmed by the agency in 2006. According to 
ARRL General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, "The 
FCC's brief does not accurately describe ARRL's 
arguments concerning harmful interference."  
Given what is in essence a 100 percent probability 
of interference from BPL systems to fixed and 
mobile HF facilities at significant distances from 
power lines, Imlay said Section 301 of the 
Communications Act does not allow unlicensed 
BPL systems to operate in the HF bands. "Basically, 
Section 301 says you can not operate a radio 
frequency emitting device without a license. The 
legislative purpose of Section 301 is clearly to avoid 
interference. FCC's Part 15 rules have assumed that 
certain very low power devices and systems can 
operate without predictable interference, thus 
allowing them to operate without a license, 
notwithstanding Section 301. But with BPL, the 
FCC has ignored conclusive record evidence which 
shows that there will be, and in fact our experience 
conclusively demonstrates, that BPL causes severe 
interference to licensed services," Imlay said.  
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The FCC claims that it has the authority to permit 
unlicensed BPL under Section 302 of the Act; this 
section allows the FCC to regulate the interference 
potential of RF devices. What Section 302 does not 
do, Imlay said, is to create a loophole in, or modify, 
or invalidate Section 301.  
"It is the ARRL's position," Imlay said, "that the 
FCC can regulate and authorize BPL with certain 
safeguards, consistent with the terms of Section 
301; however, the FCC simply cannot honestly 
maintain the position that BPL has an inherently 
low interference potential. It has a high interference 
potential, and the rules they have enacted to date are 
woefully inadequate and insufficient to address it." 
The ARRL has long maintained that BPL, when not 
adequately "notched," causes harmful interference 
to Amateur Radio operations. In its brief, the FCC 
claims BPL does not cause significant interference 
and the Courts must defer to the FCC's expertise to 
decide this issue.  
ARRL Chief Executive Officer David Sumner, 
K1ZZ, said, "The FCC misrepresents the ARRL's 
position as being that the FCC has no authority to 
allow unlicensed devices that pose any risk 
whatsoever of causing interference to licensed 
services. That's not our position at all. Our position 
is that the FCC possessed clear evidence, at the time 
it made its BPL decisions, that the limits it was 
adopting would allow the deployment of BPL 
systems with a near-100 percent probability of 
causing harmful interference to radio receivers 
hundreds of feet from the power lines. Yet, despite 
this evidence it characterized the likelihood of 
harmful interference as 'low.'"  
The brief goes on to say that, in the FCC's view, 
mobile stations and fixed stations are protected 
against harmful interference from BPL. But with 
respect to mobile stations complaining of 
interference, the FCC requires only that BPL 
operators reduce the radiated emission levels to 20 
dB below the Part 15 maximum levels for radiated 
emissions. This, in the HF bands, still permits BPL 
noise at levels that preclude communications 
entirely. It offers mobile stations no protection 
whatsoever, Imlay stated.  
Sumner explained, "The FCC claims that it 
continues to protect mobile stations from harmful 
interference, but it does so simply by defining 
whatever interference a mobile station might 
encounter from a notched BPL system as not 
harmful! None of the steps to limit the interference 

potential of BPL systems that the FCC took in this 
rulemaking proceeding reduce the likelihood of 
interference to the amateur service, and to this day 
the FCC has declined to enforce its rules even when 
protracted violations and interference have been 
documented."  
The FCC's brief also attempted to justify its 
presumption that a BPL radiated interfering signal 
decays at a rate of 40 dB per decade of distance. "A 
'decade of distance' is a factor of 10," Imlay 
explained. "For example, if a victim receiver moves 
from 3-30 feet from the power lines (10 times 
farther away), that is one decade of distance. For 
each decade of distance, the FCC believes that there 
is a 40 dB signal decay. In the HF bands, however, 
the evidence in the record shows that the signal 
decay is closer to 20 dB than 40 dB per decade of 
distance from the power lines. The FCC's brief 
claimed that there was conflicting evidence on the 
subject, but ARRL's view is that the FCC merely 
avoided consideration of the overwhelming 
evidence favoring the more conservative decay 
factor."  
Imlay said the ARRL has asked the Court to order 
the FCC to "rethink the rules governing BPL and 
for the first time to take into account the evidence 
on the record concerning harmful interference to 
Amateur Radio." ARRL's reply brief is due for 
filing with the Court July 28, 2007. There is no date 
set yet for oral argument before the three-judge 
panel in Washington, DC.  
Source:  
The ARRL Letter Vol. 26, No. 27 July 06, 2007   

Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    Keith Farley, KG6FCC 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc  
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of June 30, 2007    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 5/31//07 12.93 2,032.69 940.52 427.00 3,400.21 3,413.14 
         
         
Income from Drawing     37.00 37.00  
(Expenses)         

Repeater         
Telephone  (19.22)   (19.22)  

Newsletter (printing & postage)     0.00  
Bank Charges (May)  (10.00)   (10.00)  

     0.00  
     0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 (29.22) 0.00 0.00 (29.22)  

         
Balance @ 6/30/07 12.93 2,003.47 940.52 464.00 3,407.99 3,420.92 

 
 


