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                                                      Volume 48,   Issue 6 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*June 14, 2007 7:30 PM at the Verdugo Hills 
Hospital. 1801 Verdugo blvd. Montrose, Ca. 
July 7, 2007 Breakfast and Board meeting.  
Conrad’s restaurant  Foothill blvd, La Canada. 
 
June President’s report: 
 
Sorry to leave early for the Board Meeting Saturday, but 
a big dog show chose an early start for my young dog's 
breed. He didn't win anymore than his class, but showed 
well. I knew Dale would cover the board meeting well 
and indeed heard he did.  Guess he got lots of practice 
last year. 
  
It is hard to not be going to Lightening Point, and putting 
on a Field Day. I so love it up there and all of you 
coming up to join.  I guess burn out can happen in 
anything though, and nice to get a break.   
  
Please visit at least one field day, take a few pictures and 
jot down what you liked or did not like about the place 
you visited.  I will have information on a sheet of paper 
of some local clubs field day locations that I will hand 
out at the meeting.  
  
But WAIT there is Kids Day.  Plan to join Mark  
KE6ZRP, and I, likely Jim KE6URZ and David KO6TD 
with others and hopefully lots of children for kids day, 
June 16  this Next Saturday.   I believe Mark Zippy Red 
Pajamas will include the demographics in this 
newsletter, but if not just ask me or he.  We are holding 
a station for kids at a lovely school ground in Sylmar 
and going to use a Crescenta Valley Amateur Radio, and 
an Antenna loaned from Ray, KQ6RH.  Oh and there 
will be cookies to be eaten.  
  
Keep using the radio. I went up to Northern Ca. this 
week-end and heard people using the 2 meter National 
Call Frequency. YAY.  
  
  

  
  
A Woman President,  Leah Shirokoff, KE6MMU, but 
only for Crescenta Valley, not the Nation. 
. 
 
? Memorial Day Run: 
      
Thank you to everyone that came out for the annual 
Fiesta Day Run held at the Descanso Gardens in La 
Canada.  The turnout of runners and walkers was great 
this year, and the weather was nice and cool with NO 
drizzle.

 
Gene Roski  was in charge of the event and did a great 
job assigning people to their posts, as well as having 
great maps and directions of the area.   
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The race starts at the gardens and winds it’s way through 
the beautiful tree lined homes in La Canada. 
 
 
 
? ARRL Kid’s Day: 
     The Crescenta Valley Amateur Radio Club will 
support the Kid’s Day event this year at the Osceola 
Street Elementary School in Sylmar Ca.  14940 Osceola 
Street from about 11:00 am til about 3:oo pm on 
Saturday, June 16.  Leah ke6mmu, David, ko6td, Jim, 
ke6urz, Ray, kq6rh and Mark ke6zrp will be setting up a 
HF radio in the front grounds of the school so that kids 
and their parents can come by and see what Ham radio is 
all about, and lets the kids try to make contacts on HF.  
The station will consist of the Club’s Icom 735 running 
on battery power, with an inverted V antenna made by  
Ray.  Jim will bring the canopy and table, and Leah will 
have cookies.  Mark will bring the ice chest of cold 
drinks. 
      

 
David, Leah, Ray and Barbara stopped and checked out 
the school last week to prepare for the event. 
 
Everyone is welcome to stop by.  Take the 210 Fwy west 

to Hubbard St and exit south.  Go about 2 miles just past 
San Fernando Rd to Envoy St and turn right. Go to the 
end of Envoy and turn right on Youngdale where you 
will see the school on your right.  Turn right on Osceola 
St and you are there! 
  

Time: 1800 to 2400Z. No limit on operating time.  

Suggested exchange: Name, age, location and favorite 
color. You are encouraged to work the same station 
again if an operator has changed. Call "CQ Kid's Day."  

Suggested Frequencies: 28350 to 28400 kHz, 21380 to 
21400, 14270 to 14300 kHz and 2-meter repeater 
frequencies with permission from your area repeater 
sponsor. Observe third party traffic restrictions when 
making DX QSOs.  

Reporting: Logs and comments may be posted on the 
Internet. Those without Internet access may forward 
comments to the Boring Amateur Radio Club (address 
below).  

Awards: All participants are eligible to receive a 
colorful certificate (it becomes the child's personalized 
sales brochure on ham radio). You can download this 
certificate for free, customized with the kids' names, 
after filling out our Kid's Day Survey, or send a 9 X 12 
SASE to: Boring Amateur Radio Club, PO Box 1357; 
Boring, OR 97009. More details may be obtained by 
joining the Kid's Day Reflector.  

 
 
 
? August Picnic: 
    Since the Club does not schedule a meeting in August, 
last year Mark KE6ZRP and Tim K6POI hosted a 
Sunday evening picnic and check in to the Sunday Night 
Net from the park.  They have been asked to do so again 
this year, and have said yes.  Please look for the 
announced date and plan on bringing your appetite, fun 
and games face, and of course a radio to the park.  And 
for those that missed last year’s event, the burgers are 
the best part! (even if I do say so myself) 
In the News: 
The following letter was sent out to repeater owners in 
N. California. 
 

June 4, 2007  

As I am sure you are aware, the Air Force and 
Department of Defense (DoD) have raised concerns 
about interference on the 420-450 MHz band to the Pave 
Paws Radar (PPR) installations, located at Beale AFB 
near Sacramento, CA and Otis AFB at Cape Cod in 
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Massachusetts. Let me begin by saying thanks for your 
patience in this process. While rumors and stories have 
been circulated over the past several months, hopefully 
this letter will serve to give you a true understanding of 
the situation, bring you up to speed what the DoD is 
requesting in terms of mitigation, and lay out a plan of 
action that the DoD has agreed to try in resolving the 
issue.  

At the request of the DoD, on March 21, 2007 
representatives of the ARRL met with Air Force 
Spectrum Management officia ls to discuss their claims 
of an escalating problem of interference to the PPR sites. 
According to the DoD, the in-band interference from 
Amateur Radio fixed FM voice repeaters had increased 
to an unacceptable level. Pave Paws radars are used for 
national security functions, including early detection of 
water-launched missiles. They are critical to our national 
defense and are in use 24 hours per day, seven days per 
week.  

It is important to note that the Amateur Radio Service is 
a secondary user in the 420-450 MHz band, both by the 
Table of Frequency Allocations and the FCC Part 97 
regulations. As such, Amateur Radio licensees, jointly 
and individually, bear the responsibility of mitigating or 
eliminating any harmful interference to the primary user, 
which in this case is the Government Radiolocation 
Service that includes the DoD Pave Paws systems.  

Our goal has been to develop and implement a plan that 
would mitigate the interference, and at the same time to 
permit the repeaters to continue operation and to operate 
on as liberal a basis as possible. To do so, we have 
offered to work closely with the two involved repeater 
coordinating groups as well as the individual repeater 
owners . Our plan is to share information and to deal 
with this issue on a coordinated basis with all 
stakeholders.  

Since the meeting of March, 2007, ARRL staff members 
have been working with DoD officials to come up with a 
mutually acceptable plan to address the mitigation needs 
of the Air Force, which would also allow as many of the 
subject repeaters to remain operational as possible. 
While there are many unanswered questions due to the 
classified nature of the Pave Paws system, the ARRL has 
openly tried to share information.  

In our communications with the DoD, we have asked for 
as much information as possible, especially the criteria 
by which particular repeaters were included on the list of 
interference contributors, and what level of signal 
strength would be acceptable to avoid interference to the 
radar. The DoD has not yet indicated what its agents 
relied on in identification of the repeaters nor the 

methodology used. It cannot (for security reasons) 
provide any of the technical parameters of the radars, 
except to tell us that it is not a matter of individual 
frequencies. Rather, they claim the noise levels in the 
entire band are an issue. In order to determine what 
actions to propose, the ARRL Laboratory has spent a 
significant amount of time trying to determine what 
technical parameters might be acceptable to the DoD for 
each individual repeater. This has included doing 
Longley-Rice calculations for each identified repeater 
(Longley-Rice calculations are based on electromagnetic 
theory and on statistical analyses of both terrain features 
and radio measurements. The studies predict the median 
attenuation of a radio signal as a function of distance and 
the variability of the signal in time and in space.) The 
two repeater coordinating groups (NESMC and 
NARCC) cooperated by sending information from their 
records on each coordinated repeater.  

In mid-April the ARRL asked affected repeater owners 
to voluntarily reduce transmitter power output for each 
repeater to 5 Watts. Many repeater owners responded 
accordingly, though some did not or chose to reduce 
power but not to the 5 Watt transmitter output level. This 
reduction was a temporary recommendation pending the 
outcome of the Longley-Rice calculations and further 
mitigation strategies. We conveyed this proposal to the 
DoD on April 23, 2007. We received back their response 
on June 1, 2007. These exchanges lay out the mitigation 
plan detailed below.  

The DoD requested that a single point of contact be 
identified through which all of the repeater owners 
would direct questions/inquiries. The ARRL has agreed 
to serve as that single point of contact and designated my 
office as that point of contact. Please direct all questions 
to me by email at n1nd@arrl.org or by telephone at 860-
594-0236. Depending on the nature of your query, I will 
bring in other resources (such as lab expertise) as 
necessary.  

We have also been in contact with representatives of the 
FCC, who have the ultimate responsibility for enforcing 
any mitigation plan, up to and including ordering 
specific repeaters to shut down operations. The FCC is 
aware of the complex nature of this problem and the 
mitigation strategy being proposed in this letter.  

The DoD has indicated a willingness to try a mitigation 
proposal, but have also indicated their need is for these 
issues to be resolved sooner rather than later. With that 
expediency in mind, the proposed mitigation strategy is 
as follows:  

1) All repeaters on the DoD list in the affected areas will 
immediately reduce power to 5 Watts transmitter power 
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output. Each repeater licensee/trustee should contact my 
office to confirm this once this has been done for their 
system. We need confirmation of this being done from 
each repeater owner by June 15, 2007.  

2) The ARRL will provide the Longley-Rice 
calculations for each repeater to the DoD by June 15, 
2007. The DoD will provide engineering data to the 
ARRL and FCC by June 15, 2007. These studies will be 
reviewed by the DoD, the ARRL Lab and the FCC to 
determine the amount of mitigation necessary for each 
repeater. Based on this review by the DoD, additional 
mitigation proposals for individual repeaters (including 
further power reductions, lowering of antenna heights, 
use of more directive antennas and other possible 
mitigation techniques) will be provided by the ARRL as 
needed to individual repeater owners. If there is a 
disagreement on the conclusions, a conference call will 
be held to resolve any outstanding issues.  

3) All interference must be resolved no later than August 
1, 2007.  

4) Beginning in August, 2007 (and continuing on a 
periodic basis), the DoD will have a follow-up engineers 
study at each PPR site to ensure corrective actions have 
been taken and the interference and to ensure that 
successful mitigation continues.  

As secondary users on the band, we have few options; 
and all options involve cooperation with the DoD. 
Hopefully the Longley-Rice calculations from the ARRL 
and the DoD’s engineering studies will provide enough 
data to allow as many of the repeaters in the affected 
areas as possible to remain on the air at reasonable 
power levels. It is entirely probable that even with 
extreme mitigation techniques, some repeaters in close 
proximity to the PPR sites may have to be shut down 
permanently. If that happens, official notice would come 
from the FCC. It is also possible that some repeaters 
might be required to operate permanently at a lower 
power level than the maximum 50 watts permitted by the 
FCC rules in the areas near these Air Force bases. In 
those cases, we will be in contact with the individual 
repeater owners with that information, and the FCC will 
be notified.  

It is important to note that once an acceptable field 
strength for a given repeater is determined and 
implemented, the repeater owner will need to be diligent 
to make sure that the non-interfering RF level is not 
exceeded in the future by any combination of antenna 
gain, directivity and transmitter power. We understand 
that the mitigation strategies are going to mean some 
repeaters will have a smaller coverage area than they 
currently have. Unfortunately the option of reduced 

power or antenna gain or height may be the necessary 
alternative to shutting down permanently. The 
cooperation and good faith of the amateur community is 
important in this arena, as the long-term goal is to 
continue to allow amateur radio activity on these bands 
in the affected areas.  

We ask that you, and all repeater owners affected by this 
issue, immediately implement the 5 Watts TPO for your 
repeater/s. We again ask that you please contact me by 
June 15 indicating if you have implemented the power 
reduction. This will allow us to have on hand levels of 
voluntary compliance that can be used to show the 
cooperation of the amateur community. It is to each 
repeater’s long-term advantage to implement the power 
reduction as soon as possible. The DoD has indicated 
they will be collecting engineering data during June. 
This presents the opportunity to assess a repeater’s 
actual impact at the lower power level and a more honest 
determination of its continued potential for harmful 
interference to the PPR sites. If any repeaters are running 
at higher power levels, then the determinations can only 
be based on assumptions rather than on actual data.  

Thanks for your understanding in this complex matter 
and your cooperation in helping implement this plan of 
action immediately in order to meet the June 15 initial 
deadline requested by the DoD. If you have any 
questions you may contact me at 860-594-0236 or by 
email at n1nd@arrl.org Please do not hesitate to contact 
me with any questions or queries.  

Sincerely,  

Dan Henderson, N1ND  
ARRL Regulatory Information Specia list  

And from the FCC: 
 

FCC Announces Enhancements to ULS License 
Archive: 

The FCC has announced a redesign of the Universal 
Licensing System (ULS) License Archive Search. Users 
can access this new functionality via the "Archives" 
button under "SEARCH" on the ULS page.  

"Each time a license is acted upon, the current version is 
captured within ULS," the FCC explained this week in a 
public notice. "The License Archive allows users to view 
the current and prior versions of a license."  

In the redesigned License Archive, the search interface, 
results screen and detail pages will use the same display 
as ULS License Search. On the detail pages, users now 
will be able to directly access license information.  
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"There will be no need to 'drill down' -- follow link after 
link -- to reach the information you need," the FCC 
noted. "This enhancement increases functionality and 
improves compliance with Section 508 of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act."  

The redesigned License Archive search interface allows 
a user to search using most of the criteria available in 
ULS Advanced License Search except for Radio Service 
Group, Licensee City, State and ZIP Code and 
Frequencies. Users will have the same ability to sort and 
restrict their archive search results that they have in ULS 
License Search, the FCC said. Licensee ID no longer 
will be available as a License Archive Search criterion, 
however. Users should now search by the Licensee's 
FCC Registration Number (FRN).  

The search results display will be similar to the search 
results in License Search, with a few minor exceptions: 
There will be no display of a "Pending Applications" 
icon, a column titled "Version" will display "Archived" 
or "Current" depending on the version of the license and 
a "Last Action Date" column will be used instead of 
"Expiration Date."  

In general, the License Archive Search details will look 
similar to License Search details. However, the 
following additional fields will be displayed for all 
archived licenses: Last Action Date, Version, Licensee 
ID, and Sub-Group Identification Number (SGIN).  

Also, other License Search functions that previously 
were not available in the License Archive have been 
added, including a "Printable Page" link that allows the 
user to print the contents of the page pre-formatted for 
most common printers. A "Reference Copy" link now 
allows the user to print an unofficial copy of the license. 
A link to view "Related Applications" from the current 
version of the license has been added, as has the ability 
to view attachments and automated letters in a PDF file.  

License Archive will display termination pending 
components similar to the manner in which they are 
currently displayed in License Search. Additionally, 
License Archive will display all terminated components 
of a license, regardless of when it was terminated. These 
components will indicate a status of "Terminated" on the 
component's summary and detail pages. Under the 
previous License Archive system, terminated 
components were not displayed unless the license itself 
was terminated as well.  

For additional information or assistance, visit the FCC's 
at http://esupport.fcc.gov/index.htm or call the FCC 
Support Center, (877) 480-3201 or 717-338-2888 (TTY 
717-338-2824) and select Option #2, Forms or Licensing 

Assistance. Hours are weekdays, except federal holidays, 
from 8 AM until 6 PM Eastern Time.  

Source:  

The ARRL Letter Vol. 26, No. 23 June 8, 2007  

  

Contact information: 

President    Leah Shiroff, KE6MMU 
VP              Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 
Secretary    Keith Farley, KG6FCC 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    

  As of May 31, 2007    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash Repeater Maint Fund 

General 
CVRC Fund 

Gift Certificate 
Fund 

Total 
Checking Acct 

Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 4/30//07 12.93 2,051.73 979.46 367.00 3,398.19 3,392.04 
         
         
Income from Drawing     60.00 60.00  
(Expenses)         

Repeater        
Telephone  (19.04)   (19.04)  

Newsletter (printing & postage)   (28.94)  (28.94)  
Bank Charges (Apr)    (10.00)  (10.00)  

     0.00  
     0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 (19.04) (38.94) 0.00 (57.98)  

         

Balance @ 5/31/07 12.93 2,032.69 940.52 427.00 3,400.21 3,413.14 

 


