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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

 

  

                      Feb., 2007                Volume 48,   Issue 2 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*Feb.8 7:30pm General Meeting, Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd, Montrose, Ca 
*Mar.3, 2006 7:30 am Board Meeting, Conrad’s 
restaurant on Foothill Blvd, La Canada 

 
 

 
? President’s Message: 
   EL PRESIDENTE REPORT 
 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2007 
 
H A P PY N E W Y E A R! 
 
Now that 2006 has closed and placed in the club 
archives, it’s time to get on with new 2007 
items. But before letting the ink dry, here”s a bit 
about our Christmas Dinner/Meeting. It appeared 
that all who attended had a great time and enjoyed 
the evening. Hopefully our skilled communicator 
ZRP can report on all the lucky winners for that 
specialCVRC event. Here’s the list as I best 
remember: 
 
      Grand Prize Winner: $450 HRO Gift Certificate 
 
      HERMANN WALTERT KO6DX 
 
      Second Place Winner: $200 HRO Gift 
Certificate 
 
            WILLIAM ATHEARN KI6BFF 
 
      Third Place Winner: $100 HRO Gift Certificate 
 
            LARRY COHEN AD6IZ 
 
      4th Place Winner  $100 HRO Gift Certificate 
 
            HARRY RESNICK KD6QYS 
 

Mark KE6ZRP tried to call our winners that were 
absent to have them join us for a presentation, but 
was only able to reach Hermann working in O.C. 
(was hesurprised!) 
     In addition to the money gift certificates, we sold 
raffle tickets (an arms length for $5) and raffled 
off the wrapped gifts. Treasurer Chris reported we 
sold $160 worth and gets our 2007 Gift 
Certificate Fund off to a good start. STAN 
PERKINS W7SLP won the CVRC Annual 
Membership certificate. A Door prize was given to 
all who had paid their dues by 10/31/06 in the form 
of a custom made ducat (Spring loaded call sign 
identifier/cable/mouse clip). 
      
See all of you on the 8th73/88 
 
KD6PYQ Dale  
  
? A Return to Normalcy? 
     It has been with my deepest regrets that I failed to get 
the January QSX newsletter out at all last month.  
Although it is certainly a “labor of love” each month, it 
is something that I like doing, and also feel it helps our 
Ham community keep with what is going on.  Two very 
different events happened last month of which I had 
little power to change that caused me lots of problems.  
First of which was this dang computer, or rather my old 
computer.  It died abruptly and without fanfare.  And no 
smoke either, but none the less, I lost all my files and e-
mail data that was on it.  Older back up disks have 
helped, but I must admit that I did not have current 
information to retrieve.  I am working on that part right 
now.  The second thing that happened was that I had to 
have a cataract removed from my left eye 2 weeks ago, a 
result of the surgery that I had to have last year at this 
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time.  It seems that in fixing the detached retina, the 
procedure causes cataracts later. Well, the surgery went 
well, and very soon I will have the best vision in that eye 
possible. 
      So thanks to everyone for “waiting” I hope this issue 
helps to get us back on track 
 
73, Mark, ke6zrp, Editor 
 
? 2006 Christmas Party? 
      If you were not one of the lucky ones to have been at 
the 2006 Annual Christmas party, then you missed out 
on a lot of fun.  But no necessarily the goodies!  This 
year, Dale KD6PYQ our President made the drawings 
for the gift certificates open to all paid up members of 
the Club.  By uniquely identifying each Club member 
with a “ducket” Dale made of a clothes pin with you call 
sign on it, 4 “duckets” were drawn for the big raffle.  2 
of the 4 winners were at the party.  Larry, AD6IZ and 
Harry, KD6QYS both won $ 100.00 gift certificates 
good at 
HRO.

 
 

 
 

The other 2 winners were not at the dinner, so they were 
contacted by Dale later,  They were William , KI6BFF, 
winner of $ 250.00 gift certificate, and Hermann, 
KO6DX, the grand prize winner of $ 450.00 gift 
certificate. 
Congratulations to all the winners: 
 
 

  
 
     A very special Thank You has to go out to our 
president, Dale, KD6PYQ for doing such a great job 
organizing the party, and for coming up with such great 
ideas.  The food was delicious, hot and plentiful, and the 
extra dishes that the members brought really made it 
special. The hot turkey was donated to the Club by 
Conrad’s restaurant in La Canada, and the Ham was a 
honey glazed ham Dale bought.  

 
     
 
      Besides the grand prizes given out, members brought 
wrapped gifts that were raffled off.   Anyone could buy 
an “arms length of tickets” for this raffle for $ 5.00 
which was used to help get the 2007 Gift certificate fund 
going early. 
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Thanks to everyone who helped make the evening so 
special. 
 
? Something from Stan, K7SLP: 
 
     The National Association of Broadcasters convention 
will be held in Las Vegas, 
April 14-19, 2007 with exhibits open Monday, April 16 
thru Thursday, April 19. Volunteers are needed to staff 
the ARRL booth during exhibit hours (aprox. 9AM 
to 6 PM).  This is a unique opportunity to talk about the 
amateur radio service to broadcast professionals from 
around the world; many are fellow amateurs. 
     Booth volunteers must be ARRL members and dress 
should reflect a professional appearance (i.e. “Las Vegas 
casual”).  Wearing club shirts, badges and/or insignia is 
encouraged.  It is planned to staff the booth with three or 
four volunteers, in four to five hour shifts each day 
(morning and afternoon).  Monday is usually busiest 
with activity typically falling off by Thursday. 
     The booth location is not known at this time but 
hopefully will be in the lobby area of the convention 
center.  Credentials are needed to enter the exhibit areas 

and there is a minimum age requirement.  Information 
will be forthcoming regarding the booth location and 
means of obtaining credentials for those wishing to view 
the exhibits. 
     League officials will be attending, so this is a perfect 
opportunity to meet your elected representatives and 
discuss the future of our service.  Once again, Bob Heil 
K9EID of Heil Sound will sponsor the ham radio 
reception- Wednesday, April 18 at the Hilton Ballroom. 
 
For more information and to sign up, contact- 
  Stan Perkins W7SLP 
 
      E-mail editdad@earthlink.net 
      or call         (702) 735-1479 and leave a message 
 
? Also from Stan: 
 

The 12 Step Repeater Program 
 
1- Decide that having another repeater would 
be a good Idea. 
2- Acquire components and assemble them on 
your workbench. 
3- Find and prepare the repeater site (antenna, 
feedline, power, etc.) 
4- Install all components into a permanent rack 
and discover that you 

need to make longer cables for everything. 
5- Transport everything to the repeater site. 
6- Fix whatever broke during transport and 
retune the duplexer. 
7- Spend several weekends finding all the 
bugs, purchase a new set 

of tires and have the steering re-aligned on 
your car/truck/SUV. 
8- Announce that the repeater is working and 
available. 
9- Listen to the users whine. 
 
10- Decide that the hassles weren’t worth it and 
sell the repeater to 

another ham for a fraction of what you have 
in it. 
11- Become a repeater user yourself. 
12- Decide that having another repeater would 
be a good idea. 
 
?  Stan’s Easy Life: 
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?  FCC News: 
 
It's Official! Morse Code Requirement Ends Friday, 
February 23: 
from W1AW Bulletin via the ARRL  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on January 24, 2007  
View comments about this article!  
It's Official! Morse Code Requirement Ends Friday, 

February 23: 
ZCZC AG05 
QST de W1AW  
ARRL Bulletin 5 ARLB005 
>From ARRL Headquarters  
Newington CT January 24, 2007 
To all radio amateurs  
SB QST ARL ARLB005 
ARLB005 It's official! Morse code requirement ends 
Friday, February 23.  
     Circle Friday, February 23, on your calendar. That's 
when the current 5 WPM Morse code requirement will 
officially disappear from the Amateur Radio Service Part 
97 rules. On or after that date, applicants for a General or 
Amateur Extra class Amateur Radio license no longer 
will have to demonstrate proficiency in Morse code. 
They'll just have to pass the applicable written 
examination. Federal Register publication January 24 of 
the FCC's Report and Order (R&O) in the "Morse code 
proceeding," WT Docket 05-235, starts a 30-day 
countdown for the new rules to become effective. 
Deletion of the Morse requirement - still a matter of 

controversy within the amateur community - is a 
landmark in Amateur Radio history.  
     "The overall effect of this action is to further the 
public interest by encouraging individuals who are 
interested in communications technology or who are 
able to contribute to the advancement of the radio art, to 
become Amateur Radio operators; and eliminating a 
requirement that is now unnecessary and may discourage 
Amateur Service licensees from advancing their skills in 
the communications and technical phases of Amateur 
Radio," the FCC remarked in the "Morse code" R&O 
that settled the matter, at least from a regulatory 
standpoint.  
     The League had asked the FCC to retain the 5 WPM 
for Amateur Extra class applicants, but the Commission 
held to its decision to eliminate the requirement across 
the board. The R&O appearing in the Federal Register 
constitutes the official version of the new rules. It is on 
the web in PDF format at, 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800
/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/pdf/E7-729.pdf.  
Until 1991, when a Morse code examination was 
dropped from the requirements to obtain a Technician 
ticket, all prospective radio amateurs had to pass a 
Morse code test. With the change the US will jo in a 
growing list of countries that have dropped the need to 
demonstrate some level of Morse code proficiency to 
earn access to frequencies below 30 MHz.  
     The new rules also put all Technician licensees on an 
equal footing, whether or not they've passed a Morse 
code examination. Starting February 23, Technicians 
will gain CW privileges on 80, 40, 15 meters and CW, 
RTTY, data and SSB privileges on 10 meters.  
Once the revised rules are in place, an applicant holding 
a valid Certificate of Successful Completion of 
Examination (CSCE) for Element 3 (General) or 
Element 4 (Amateur Extra) may redeem it for an 
upgrade. A CSCE is good for 365 days from the date of 
issuance, no exceptions. For example, a Technician 
licensee holding a valid CSCE for Element 3 may apply 
at a Volunteer Examiner Coordinator (VEC) test session, 
pay the application fee, which most VECs charge, and 
receive an instant upgrade.  
     The FCC R&O includes an Order on Reconsideration 
in WT Docket 04-140 - the so-called "omnibus" 
proceeding. It will modify Part 97 in response to ARRL's 
request to accommodate automatically controlled 
narrowband digital stations on 80 meters in the wake of 
other rule changes that became effective last December 
15. The Commission designated 3585 to 3600 kHz for 
such operations, although that segment will remain 
available for CW, RTTY and data. The ARRL had 
requested that the upper limit of the CW/RTTY/data 
subband be set at 3635 kHz, so that there would be no 
change in the existing 3620 to 3635 kHz subband.  
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     The ARRL has posted all relevant information on 
these important Part 97 rule revisions on its "FCC's 
Morse Code Report and Order WT Docket 05-235" Web 
page, http://www.arrl.org/fcc/morse/. 
NNNN 
/EX  
Source: W1AW Bulletin via the ARRL.  
 
? More Ham news: 
 
AO-27 Rejuvenated, Back On the Air: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 26, No 04  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on January 26, 2007  
View comments about this article!  

AO-27 Rejuvenated, Back On the Air: 
AMSAT News Service reports that AO-27 (EyeSat-1) 
http://www.ao27.org/ has again been recovered and 
returned to operation. Launched in September 1993, 
AO-27 has been listed as non-operational. Michael 
Wyrick, N3UC, of the AO-27 command team told ANS 
that after addressing problems with the microsat's AFSK 
modem, ground controllers were able to upload 
operational software. The satellite has been sending 
telemetry, and the analog transponder has been turned on 
again. Under the current schedule, AO-27 is on during 
ascending (south-to-north) passes at approximately 30 
degrees north latitude, although it's impossible to say 
when the satellite will be operational for a given 
location. An initial 20 seconds of telemetry are followed 
by 5 minutes of analog repeater operation. AO-27 then 
transmits another 60 seconds of telemetry before 
shutting down. The satellite carries a Mode V/U FM 
repeater with the uplink at 145.850 MHz and the 
downlink at 436.795 MHz. "Please keep in mind that 
AO-27 is 13 years old and takes some work to keep 
going," Wyrick advised users. Ground controllers are 
seeking help in logging telemetry from AO-27. Visit the 
Logging AO-27 Telemetry page 
http://www.ao27.org/tlm.shtml for information.  
Source:  
The ARRL Letter Vol. 26, No. 04 January 26, 2007  

? This month’s Guest Speaker: 

     Come to this month’s meeting and get s glimpse of 
the future of Ham radio?  Well, maybe for some. 
Speakers:  Ed Wright (KB6THO) & Ken Chaffin 
(W6CPA) 
will be talking about  "Icom DStar Digital Radios and 
Repeaters"  

? Repeater Report: 

     No word yet as to when the hardline will be installed 
on the repeaters by the city of Glendale, but the repeaters 
keep working just fine.  We will keep you posted. 

? Transponder Net news: 

     It was a very involved and complex Transponder Net 
this month but all signals were well heard and fully 
understandable.  We had five participants on the 
European front and 6 participants on the American  
side.  Martin (G4FKK) checked in from his temporary 
work site in Madrid, Spain and Mark (W6MW) checked 
in from his temporary location in Atlanta, GA.   Andy 
(G8JAC) and Paul (M3JXN) were both mobile with  
Andy being quite a bit distant.  All were happy to hear 
the Net and several mentioned that they missed it in 
January.  Participants included: 
 
G4CDY Terry 
G4FKK Martin (in Madrid) 
G8JAC/Mobile Andy (on the M25) 
G0KZT Andy 
M3JXN/Mobile  Paul (in Surrey) 
KE6ZRP Mark 
KE6URZ Jim 
AD6IZ Larry 
KE6MMU Leah  
K6POI Tim 
W6MW/4 Mark 
 
As always we are thankful for the operators of the Links 
on both ends, Terry (G4CDY) who operates the 
MB7IPL link in Surrey and Mark (KE6ZRP) running the 
link to the WB6ZTY Repeater in Glendale.  We  
hope to try it again next month.  Join us! 

 
73, de Mark, W6MW 
 
? One Question? 
 Andy (G0KZT) and Dawn’s daughter Melissa turns 2 in 
a couple of months, but the question is, where is the 
Ham radio? 

 
 
Contact information: 
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CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca. 91011 
www.qsl.net/cvrc 
President: Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 818-790-4298 
Vice President, Dave Break, KE6KOZ 
Secretary, Keith Farley, KG6FCC 
Treasurer, Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Trustee, Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee, Mark West, W6MW 
Editor, Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
ARRL Affiliated 
Coulsdon Amateur Transmitting Society Affiliated 
GEARS Affiliated 


