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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

 

  

                      Oct. 2006                Volume 47,   Issue 10 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*Oct. 12, 2006 7:30pm General Meeting, Verdugo 
Hills Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd, Montrose, Ca 
Nov.4, 2006 7:30 am Board Meeting, Conrad’s 
restaurant on Foothill Blvd, La Canada 

 
 

 
èèPresident’s Message: 

EL PRESIDENTE REPORT 
OCTOBER 2006 

 
How this year if flyin’ by.  We had a good group at 
our October breakfast at Conrads. No major 
changes proposed or voted on.  Our speaker for the 
club meeting at the VHH will enlighten us all on the 
proper antenna installation and grounding.  Thanks 
go to Jim KE6URZ for getting Jim Walls K6CCC, 
from the radio shop in Glendale to be our featured 
speaker.  QRZ.com can give you more on this 
ham’s contribution.  We welcome new members: 
William A’Hearn-KI6BFF and David Granish-
KI6EWK. Show them a warm welcome to CVRC 
both on and off the air.  Dave, KE6KOZ our 
“veep” was able to fill a request from our sister club 
in the UK for some needed “valves” (tubes).  
Thanks Dave for your efforts.  Hope to see you all 
at the Club Meeting on the 12th…..73/88   Dale 
KD6PYQ 
 
 
èèCrunch time for Dues:: 
    It is that time of year again that the Club’s yearly 
dues are due.  Membership is $ 30.00 per year, 
$40.00 for all the licensed members in one family.  
Please make a check to CVARC and mail it to the 
Club’s mailbox.  CVARC, P.O. Box, 754, La 
Canada, Ca 91011 or bring it to the Sept. general 
meeting.  Remember, as we have done for the past 
couple of years, to be eligible for the annual 
Christmas meeting drawing for a LARGE gift 

certificate, you must be a paid member no later 
than Oct 31, 2006 (check the gift cert funds in 
the financial report)  And you may also earmark 
any extra donations to the Club for the repeater 
fund.   Thanks for you support. 
 
èèTransponder Net News: 
Geography makes things interesting and this 
month's Transponder Net was more exciting 
because of some rather non-traditional check-ins. 
 
New Club Member Andy Briers (G0KZT) checked 
in from Tenerife in the Canary Islands off of the 
Northern Tip of Africa.  He was on a handy  
talky using the EA8AJC Repeater on another island 
in the chain and was clear and copiable from his 
hotel room balcony.  EA8/G0KZT and his XYL, in-
Laws, and harmonic, Melissa were enjoying a 
holiday in the sun but he made the effort to join us.  
Thanks Andy! 
 
Andy Jackson (G8JAC) also made the attempt from 
EA5-land.  He was near Cartegena, Spain but did 
not have access to Echolink.  He called W6MW on 
Skype but since Echolink was tying up the sound 
card, we resorted to some definitely low-tech 
solutions:  Mark held the Skype phone to the 
microphone and re-transmitted Andy's greetings 
from mainland Spain.  Levels were a bit low and 
readability was a 2 but the message got through. 
 
In the UK, we were joined by M3JXM ({Paul) who 
is the harmonic of G8JAC (is this sounding a bit 
familial here?) and is due to be the  
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groom at somebody' upcoming nuptials.  Paul was 
joined by Terry (G4CDY) who had worked most of 
the day to move his link (MB7IPL) known as the 
"Purley Gate" (for the town he lives in, Purley, 
Surrey) to the garage.  It is hoped that Terry's link 
will be left on 24/7 soon and to further that goal he 
has given access to the control operators to shut it 
down if he is not present when problems occur. 
 
The upshot of this last piece of news is that 
Crescenta Valley Club members will hopefully soon 
be able to use Echolink on their computers or via 
repeaters to connect with the MB7IPL Node 
("Purley Gate") and talk with their counterparts at 
C.A.T.S.  Ah, technology! 
 
 From the U.S. side, participants included:  Jim 
(KE6URZ), Dave (KE6KOZ), Tim (K6POI), Dale 
(KD6PYQ), and Mark (W6MW). 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
èèRepeater Report: 
  Your repeaters are working and are in good shape.  
The only thing they need is more regular use. It 
seems that most of the "regulars" abandoned them 
during the siege of Jack Gerritsen and have not 
found that "Power On" button yet. 
 
The only upcoming maintenance is our recurring 
message that the City of Glendale has plans to strip 
the tower and replace antennas and coax at some 
point.  We have no proposed date for this procedure 
and suspect that it will come with little notice.  
When this occurs we can expect downtime on both 
repeaters, possibly at the same time.  We will do our 
best to get email messages out to the membership to  
inform them of any possible outages.  The City has 
purchased new antennas and will install hard line 
for us as well as install antennas for G.E.A.R.S.'s 
ATV Repeater. 
 
Please use your machines! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
    
      
 

 
èèSunday Night Net: 
     Please check in to the Sunday Night Net, 8:00 
pm on the Club’s 146.025 repeater.  This is a good 
net, and is a good opportunity to check your radios 
and make sure they are working well.   If you 
normally use a mobile to check into the Net, try 
using a handheld to know that it is working.  If you 
use a handheld, try using an older one that you are 
keeping as a “spare”, or maybe try an external 
antenna.  You know that there will be someone 
there to give you a honest signal report, and you 
will keep the cobwebs off your equipment.  
     And most importantly, stay connected! 
 
73 
 
èèGuest Speaker: 
Jim Walls K6CCC will talk on Antenna Installation 
and Grounding.  
 
73, and Alooooha, Tim, K6POI 
 
èèSomething Interesting: 
DO YOU CACHE? 
 
Geocaching is a fun and interesting hobby involving 
the use of GPS receivers to find hidden caches in 
parks and public areas.  Those who do not know of 
the hobby are referred to as "muggles." 
 
Coordinates to the cache or a hint to finding the 
cache are posted on the Internet.  Seekers use their 
GPS's to get to the area of the cache and then must 
find a usually well camouflaged container.  The  
container always includes a log book (to register 
your "find") and often includes "trinkets" for trade.  
You are welcome to take something but are 
encouraged to put something in if you do.  Trinkets  
may include flag lapel pins, Mardi Gras beads, 
tickets to a play or movie, foreign or American 
coins, or "Travel Bugs." 
 
A "Travel Bug"  is a serialized item (like a dog tag) 
attached to some little toy (a small jeep or plastic 
figure for example).  If you find a TB, you are 
encouraged to take it, log your possession, and  
help it along its path.  Many TB's have goals -one 
found in Glendale wants to visit South Africa.  He 
has been all over the West and has spent 3 years in 
various caches being moved.  He was found in  
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Glendale's Mayors' Bicentennial Park and now 
resides in the Montrose area. 
 
There are hundreds of caches in the Montrose/La 
Canada/La Crescenta/Glendale area... they are 
ranked by difficulty and terrain.  Some are hard to 
access and require lots of hiking on mountain trails 
while others are easily reached from the curb - so  
called "cache and dash" sites.  I found one near the 
La Canada Post Office recently. 
 
The one I found was an example of a "Multi-
Cache".  The coordinates took me to a first 
container, very small and well hidden.  The note  
inside took me to another spot where another set of 
coordinates were displayed prominently, and that 
spot was where the container was.  It was fun, 
required no walking, parking was available, and it 
took all of 15 minutes to find. 
 
Other caches have required multiple visits.  My 
friend and I have spent time in a nearby cemetery 
trying to find a clue that is supposed to be out in the 
open, in plain sight.  The coordinates took us to the 
grave of "August Gnatz" and we have been stumped 
from there.  We will eventually find it and the 
feeling of accomplishment that comes with it will 
be greatly enjoyed. 
 
If you want more information on Geocaching, check  
out:  http://www.geocaching.com .  You can get a 
Basic Membership for free which will give you 
access to listings of caches near your zip code or 
along the way of a trip you are planning to make.  
For $30/year you can upgrade to a Premium 
membership which includes more  
software for caching, condensed files that eliminate 
the need to print your cache details, and some 
caches reserved for Premium members.  Give it a 
try! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

èèDo You Know Me? 
     My daddy and some of his friends came to visit 
you a couple of months ago.  He said that he had a 
really good time.   When I grow up, I hope to come 
a visit there too. 

 
 

The Briers Family, Dawn, Melissa, and Andy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    

  As of August 31, 2006    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash 

Repeater Maintenance 
Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal  

Total Assets 
(Checking 
Account + 

Petty Cash) 
         
         
Balance @ 07/31/06 12.93 2,123.53 229.67 718.25 3,071.45 3,084.38 
         
Income from Dues  50.00 140.00  190.00  
      0.00  
Income from Drawing      0.00  
(Expenses)         

Repeater         
Telephone  (38.90)   (38.90)  

Newsletter      0.00  
Bank Charges (July)    (10.10)  (10.10)  

      0.00  

      0.00  
             

Total Expenses 0.00 (38.90) (10.10) 0.00 (49.00)  
         

Balance @ 8/31/06 12.93 2,134.63 359.57 718.25 3,212.45 3,225.38 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Contact information: 
 
CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
www.qsl.net/cvrc 
President: Dale Boyd, KD6PYQ 818-790-4298 
Vice President, Dave Break, KE6KOZ 
Secretary, Keith Farley, KG6FCC 
Treasurer, Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Trustee, Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee, Mark West, W6MW 
Editor, Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
ARRL Affiliated  
Coulsdon Amateur Transmitting Society Affiliated 
GEARS Affiliated 
 


