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Calendar of Events: 
*Feb 9, 2006 7:30pm General Meeting, Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd, Montrose, Ca 
*Mar. 4, 2006 7:30 am Board Meeting, Conrad’s 
restaurant on Foothill Blvd, La Canada 

 
 

 
èèPresident’s Message: 
     Hello, and Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone.  
Please be sure to take care of that special someone on the 
14th of this month, or else you might not get to come out 
and play “Ham Radio” 
    If you have not heard, this month has bee a little hard 
on Mark,ke6zrp, and w6mw.  MW is recovering from a 
broken fibula, or the small bone from the knee to the 
ankle in his left leg, so he will be out of commission for 
a while.  My eyesight is only slightly improving in my 
left eye, but that is to be expected.  It will take a few 
month’s for things to get back to normal.   
So we plug along and do the best that we can., 
     There is not much to report on the Filed Day front for 
February, things are in the works for our June adventure, 
Mark, w6mw sent several items of news about the event 
to the ARRL, and to local newspapers, and to our section 
manager Dick Norton of the ARRL.  There has been 
very little response, but that is to be expected.  The City 
of Glendale has graciously said that they would make a 
City Proclamation in honor of Field Day again this year, 
and would be willing to send a representative to our 
Club meeting in order that our sister Club members 
attending would receive the recognition first hand.  I 
really think that is a very classy move on the Cities part, 
so that will be exciting. 
     Our plans to have several Club members help me 
with taking some items that the Club has collected over 
the years to a local swap meet is progressing.  Dale, 
kd6pyq and Larry, ad6iz went last month to the Chino 
Hills swapmeet and reported back that it might be a good 
venue for us to try.  While the attendance was rather 
small, it looked like many of the people were interested 
in Ham gear, and the light attendance might have been 
due to the cool weather.  April or May should be much 
better. 

    This past week, GEARS was asked to help out with a 
very large scale disaster drill involving 1500 people as 
victims of a poison attack .  They used operators to pass 
traffic as well a slow scan TV to show disaster officials 
exactly how things were going.  Maybe you heard the 2 
meter repeater being used for slow scan TV.  It makes a 
kind of warbling noise, but before each transmission and 
after, an ID is given.   If you hear this ,please do not 
interfere with it.  Just listen and you will learn who and 
what is going on.  The repeater worked very well. 
    Which brings me to the Repeater Report: 
Since Mark is on the mends, I want to let everyone know 
that the City of Glendale Radio shop has go all the lines, 
connectors, arrestors,, and clamps that we bought so that 
they may install the hard line and the new antenna’s on 
the tower up on Mt Thom.   They have requested 
permission to be able to turn off the repeaters to do the 
change over, and then turn them back on, which might 
take place at any time.  Chuck from the Radio shop will 
try to work things in when he has a few hours to spare, 
but has not been able to say exactly when that will be.   
Please listen out, and if you find the repeaters down, 
notify me ke6zrp or Mark, w6mw, or Jim, ke6urz.   We 
want to follow up and make sure that they come back up 
correctly after they have been powered down.  There 
may be differences in the pattern after they finish with 
the new antennas, and hard line, which might require 
some adjustments on our part.  Your input is necessary 
to know exactly what changes took place, so please 
speak up. 
     There has been some interest in the Club having a 
entry level No-Code Tech class some time in March if 
possible.  Larry, ad6iz has said that this is possible, and 
he is waiting to see if there is any interest from the City 
of Glendale employees to participate.  If you know of a 
young person that would like to get started in Ham radio, 
this is a great time to introduce them to our hobby, so 
please let Larry know you have someone interested.  
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When a date is actually set for classes, I will be sending 
an e-mail announcement to Club members, and we will 
also post it on the Club’s webpage. 
     Have you checked in to the Sunday Night Net lately?  
Mark, kf6yan has been hosting it, but your participation 
is greatly needed. His style is a little more lax, which lets 
you check in, spout off about anything, say hello, 
goodbye, and move on.  I have been trying to follow the 
Net with Newsline, which has been working out very 
well.   So far, we have not had a busy signal, so it has 
been easy,   Please show your support for the Club, and 
check in to the Net on Sunday night a 8:oo pm.  It is fast, 
easy, and does not cost a thing.  But most of all, it is fun! 
And plase remember, if you are not at home, but are 
traveling, use Echolink to check into the Net.  Just log 
onto my node, KE6ZRP-L, and listen and be heard.  
     This coming Thursday, Feb 9, 2006 at 7:30 is the 
next Club meeting at the Verdugo Hills Hospital.  Aside 
from being with good friends and fellow Hams, we will 
also have a guest speaker this month.  Jeff Rheinhart 
from AOR corporation will be talking about Digital HF 
radio, and what it takes to get into it.   I am sure that this 
will be fascinating to most of us who have never heard 
this mode before, and Jeff will be demonstrating it that 
night.  Please come out and see what the future might be 
all about. 
 
73, Mark,, ke6zrp   
 
èèSomething new: 
 

HamRadioCast covers "Everything Amateur Radio" 
in an audio talk-show style format.  

Listen in directly through your web browser or 
subscribe through Apple iTunes so you won't miss a 
show.  

Three times a week we discuss Amateur Radio 
news, products, reviews/demos and YOUR 
feedback.  

Have a listen to our first few shows and send an 
email with your comment, suggestion or audio clip 
(in MP3 format.) Be sure to mention if we can use 
your first name and call on the show.  

Stop by and say "hello"  

http://www.hamradiocast.com  

send email to: 
hamradiocast at gmail dot com  

 

èèAlso this: 
Spacesuit death report 'premature' 

Sunday, February 5, 2006 Posted: 2317 GMT (0717 
HKT)  

 
The Russians had an idea of turning old spacesuits 
into useful satellites: "SuitSat" for short, says 
NASA. 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida (AP) -- A 
spacesuit that was tossed out of the 
international space station after being 
stuffed with old clothes and a radio 
transmitter was again sending weak 
signals as it circled the globe, ham radio 
operators reported Sunday. 
"Death reports were premature," said Allen Pitts, a 
spokesman for the American Radio Relay League, a 
Connecticut-based association for amateur radio 
operators. 
He said the signals were "weak, cold and really hard 
to copy, but alive." 
The suit, dubbed "Ivan Ivanovich," was released 
from the space station Friday, looking like a 
cosmonaut tumbling helplessly through space. 
NASA reported late Friday that the spacesuit had 
ceased transmitting. (Full story) 
The suit is supposed to send recorded messages in 
six languages to amateur radio operators for several 
days before eventually re-entering Earth's 
atmosphere and burning up. The spacesuit also is 
supposed to transmit pictures, artwork and lessons 
for schoolchildren on the ground. 
Along with the transmitter, the spacesuit has 
internal sensors to monitor temperature and battery 
power. Radio operators were supposed to pick up 
the messages for several days by tuning into FM 
frequency 145.990 MHz. 
The spacesuit project, known as SuitSat-1, was the 
brainchild of a Russian ham radio operator. 
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èèAnd Finally: 
New version of popular schematic and 
circuit board design software available  

New version of popular circuit board design software helps 
electronics engineers and technicians create PCB board 
designs easily and efficiently 
 
DipTrace is an advanced PCB design software 
application that comes with PCB Layout module, 
Schematic Capture and Component/Pattern editors 
to design your own component libraries. Besides 
being very simple to learn, which is quite an 
accomplishment for an engineering software 
application, the software has a very intuitive user 
interface and many innovative features that most 
marketed PCB Design packages lack. 
For instance, a schematic can be converted to a PCB 
with one mouse click. The board designer can 
instantly renew the PCB from an updated version of 
schematic and keep existing placement, routed 
traces, board outline, mounting holes and other 
work.  
DipTrace has a high quality automatic router, 
superior to many routers included in other PCB 
layout packages. It can route a single layer (bottom 
side) and multilayer circuit boards, and there is an 
option to autoroute a single layer board with jumper 
wires, if required. Smart manual routing tools allow 
users to finalize the design and to get the results 
they want in a blink of an eye. 
Accurate shape-based copper pour system with 
different possible fill types and thermals can be 
placed to plane or signal layer. Another important 
features of DipTrace are Electrical Rule Check 
(ERC) and Design Rule Check (DRC), which 

ensures schematic and board accuracy. A feature 
comparing a PCB to a schematic helps detect 
possible design mistakes and correct them before 
prototyping. 
The program supports different output formats, like 
DXF, N/C drill files for the Numerically Controlled 
drilling machines, Gerber files that most board 
manufacturers use. The important feature for 
hobbyists is automatic creation of isolation poly 
lines and exporting them to DXF, DXF files can be 
converted to G-code with free ACE Converter tool. 
DipTrace also exports G-code for drilling directly to 
Mach2/3 software. 
DXF Import feature allows you import footprints, 
PCB designs and their parts from AutoCAD and 
other CAD packages. 
New version of the package includes customizable 
origin feature, exporting BOM to file, saving tables 
to Excel or text files, redesigned manual routing 
with hot keys, and other improvements. 
DipTrace contains an impressive number of 
libraries with 50,000+ components. 
While the least expensive software to perform 
similar functions is likely to cost thousands of US 
Dollars, the unlimited version of DipTrace is 
available for 595 US Dollars, DipTrace Standard 
(1000 pins) and DipTrace Lite (500 pins) are 
available for 345 USD and 145 USD, accordingly. 
Also, there is completely free version available for 
students and hobbyists with 250 pins limit. 
Full-featured 30-Day trial and free version with 250 
pins limit are available at http://www.diptrace.com 
Full list of improvements: 
http://www.diptrace.com/releases.php 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DipTrace PCB Layout program helps you easily design circuit boards using 
automatic and manual routing 
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    
  As of January 31, 2006    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash 

Repeater Maintenance 
Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets 
(Checking 

Account + Petty 
Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 12/31/05 12.93 2,197.15 314.05 89.00 2,600.20 2,613.13 
         
Income from Dues      0.00  
Income from Drawing     35.00 35.00  
(Expenses)         

Repeater         
Telephone    (48.57)  (48.57)  
Newsletter   (12.96)  (12.96)  

Bank Charges (Dec)    (10.00)  (10.00)  
LAACARC Dues    (10.00)  (10.00)  
Gift Certificates      0.00  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (81.53) 0.00 (81.53)  

         
Balance @ 1/31/06 12.93 2,197.15 232.52 124.00 2,553.67 2,566.60 
 
  
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP  818-242-1742 
VP              Leah Shirkoff, KE6MMU 
Secretary    Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Member Lg. Len Davis, W6ZRK 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


