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                       Jan., 2006                Volume 47,   Issue 1 
 

Calendar of Events: 
*Jan. 12, 2006 7:30pm General Meeting, Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd, Montrose, Ca 
*Feb. 4, 2006 7:30 am Board Meeting, Conrad’s 
restaurant on Foothill Blvd, La Canada 

 
 

 
èèPresident’s Message: 
     Happy New Year to everyone, Club members and 
friends.  I am so looking forward to this new year and 
the exciting things that will be taking place for the very 
first time.  We have some exciting news about Field Day 
2006, which will take place on June 24th and 25th.  As 
many of you might already know, there will be several 
members of the CATS group that are coming over to the 
U.S. to participate in the event which brings an even 
higher level of excitement about one of the biggest Ham 
radio contest in the country.  Actually being there this 
year  will be awesome, so please mark you calendars 
early! 
     CONGRATULATIONS  to John Hodgman, 
KC6QMN and to Francis Bonazza, KF6EAQ, the 2 
winners of the Gift certificates, to David, KO6TD for 
winning the extra gift donated by Eric from HRO in 
Burbank, and to Don Carlson, KD6EQV for winning the 
connectors donated by Jim. 

 
John accepting the gift certificate for $450.00 from Eric 
of HRO 
     Our Christmas party was a great success, thanks to 
the great participation of all the Club members.  I was 

very glad to see so many faces of old and new members, 
and even a few new faces join in the celebration of the 
Holiday Season.  We certainly had plenty of great food, 
drinks, and a fun time.   

 
The faces tell the story! 
I hope that everyone had the best holiday season ever!  
Plans are already in the works for next year’s party. 
     Christine, KF6OPU and Jim, KE6URZ attended the 
Jan. 3 meeting of the LAACARC in San Pedro, which is 
forming committees and organizing in order to host the 
2007 HAMCOM.  The CVARC is a new participant to 
this group, and we are interested in finding ways that our 
Club might be involved with HAMCOM.  It is 
something that might be fun, challenging, and new for 
us, so at the Jan General Meeting, expect to hear more 
about what we can do, and what it will take. No 
commitment has been made by CVARC, but I am sure 
that members will take interest, have questions, and will 
give a voice to this event. 
     At the Jan. 2006 Board neeting which I could not 
attend but was excellently represented by Leah, 
KE6MMU, a few motions were put forward and passed.  
The $10.00 yearly membership to the LAACARC was 
voted to continue for 2006.  Also, in a move to save 
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money to the Club, the Board also voted to have the 
telephone line to the old repeater site on Verdugo Hills 
Hospital removed.  The Club has maintained that line 
since moving to Mt Thom for the repeater because we 
were not sure that the move would be permanent.  It 
looks like we will be staying there for a while, so that 
line is no longer needed.  It appears that the Club might 
also need to cut expenses in other areas, such as 
providing the option for members to receive the QSX 
newsletter via printed/conventional mail.  Although we 
mail out roughly 40 copies of the QSX each month, it 
accounts for an expenditure of about $ 30.00 each 
month.  This could almost be eliminated by only using 
electronic means to publish the QSX, either by direct e-
mailing to members, and/or by posting it to the Club’s 
website.  The advantage beyond the cost savings is that 
the newsletter would arrive earlier, could have more 
content, and would have possibly more and better color 
pictures and articles.  I am very much in favor of this 
change, so please voice your opinion at the meeting 
when this subject comes up! 
     I can tell you that this coming year will be one of the 
busiest years that the CVARC will have seen.  Besides 
the traditional events that we have worked in the past 
and hope to work this year as well, I also want to get 
involved with a swap meet of donated items to the Club, 
participate in “Kids Day” in June, and also find ways to 
get our faces and radios out to those less fortunate souls 
that do not share our hobby and passion, ie, the general 
public!  
     Join us in the “Charge of the RF Brigade”, and have 
some fun. 
 
73, 
Mark, KE6ZRP      
    
èèRepeater Report: 
     The holiday season was a busy one for all of us 
this past year and the repeaters operated with great 
reliability.  The usage has been rather light these 
days and I encourage you all to make use of your  
machines - after all, you pay for them! 
     Jim Olliff (KE6URZ) reports that the City hopes 
to put up our new antennas for both repeaters very 
soon.  We will need to have a few people at the site 
to help the tower climbers if necessary but it will 
not require a large group.  We hope to have a few 
weeks' notice before the work commences.  During 
this time, we expect that both machines will be off 
the air and we will use that time to replace  
power connectors on the controllers to make them 
more reliable. 
 
Have a great 2006! 

 
 
 
èèTransponder Net news: 
 The largest number of participants yet on the 
Transponder Net, held January 7, 2006 
US Participants 
 
AD6IZ                   Larry 
K6POI                   Tim 
KG6WXH          Bob 
KE6ZRP          Mark 
W6MW            Mark 
 
UK Participants 
 
G4CDY           Terry  (on the MB7IPL Link - 
Maiden Voyage of the new call) 
G0KZT           Andy 
G8JAC           Andy 
G6CJR           Stuart 
G4FKK           Martin 
G4PEF           Winston 
G7SYO           Steve 
G4RWW           Prue 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org      
 
èèField Day News: 
     January 2006 means that we now get serious about 
Field Day 2006 and the preparations necessary for this 
special event.  With our English friends planning on 
visiting us this year, special planning is needed to make 
the event go smoothly.  Mark, W6MW will be 
chairperson for a committee to help make the 
arrangements for the set-up and accommodations for  
our guest.  Leah, KE6MMU and  David, KO6TD will be 
leading in the securing of the Field Day site, as well as 
the technical issues of radios, antennas, batteries, solar 
panels, logging computers and programs, power 
management, sanitary facilities, and of course, guard dog 
training and deployment! But there is the need for more 
help, and Mark would like to have another committee 
member to help him.  Mark has said that he expects that 
almost all of what needs to be done will NOT require 
meetings and can be handled with just phone calls and e-
mails.   If you are interested, contact Mark, W6MW at 
w6mw@vidiot.org or in person at the General meeting. 
 
èèChanges to the Sunday Night Net: 
    After several years of using a format for the Sunday 
night net where the host played Newsline, asked a trivia 
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question, and then asked for check-ins, it was suggested 
that a change might be in order.  After all, the purpose of 
the Net was to get together on the air each week to keep 
in touch, keep up our skills of communicating with a 
group, and to find out what was going on with those 
checking in.    
      Thanks to Mark, KF6YAN for suggesting we change 
to a much simpler format, the Net can now be hosted by 
anyone who wishes to do so.  The Net will still be held 
at 8:00 pm on Sunday nights, but we will not be playing 
Newsline .  The host of the Net will be Net control, and 
will call for check-ins, and can talk  about anything they 
like.  No trivia required, no keeping a list of check-ins, 
and no codes to bring up Newsline.  Those checking in 
are asked to give their phonetic call sign, and their name.  
Anyone can host the Net, just put out a QST call at 8:oo 
pm, and listen for the check-ins! 
    Let’s give this a try and see how well it works.  And 
please don’t be hesitant about taking the lead.   It is fun 
and easy. 
 
73,  Mark, ke6zrp 
(Editor’s note: Newsline can be accessed through your 
computer by going to www.newsline.org  and clicking on 
one of the links that will either give you the printed 
version on your screen, or the mp3 version link and 
download the audio version to listen to) 
 
èèUp coming Speakers: 
    For the Club’s January meeting, Jim, KE6URZ will 
our guest speaker, and will be talking about power 
distribution.  Jim has years of experience with these 
matters, and will show us how wire the power supply 
correctly and to get it’s output to our radios cleanly, 
safely, and efficiently.  And he will be showcasing some 
of his new products designed exclusively by him for that 
purpose.   Should be very interesting.   
      Feb. we will be talking about “to go” bags for the 
house, specifically, radio to go bags, and what are the 
best ways to outfit them.   
 

 
Ham and all the fixin’s.   

 

 
Of course, it would not be a party without our friend and 
official Auctioneer Don, KD6EQV, who always gives us 
a new perspective on our hobby! 
 
èèNews from Mondell: 
     Hi:  Well Cristina and I will be taking the train out to 
LA in a week.  We leave here on Jan 16 and get there 
Wed nite the 18th.  Let me know if you guys are still 
having coffee in the morning and where.  I am looking 
forward to seeing you. We should be in the LA area till 
Feb 1st. We sold our trailer and got two BN cabooses to 
rent.  We have been renovating them and getting all the 
permits and hope to be ready this summer.  I am sending 
some pictures of the caboose move. 
 
  Mondell KA6JPT 
 

 
Mondell sent several pictures of them trucking in the 
cars and setting them up.  Send me an e-mail and I will 
forward them on to you.  Ke6zrp@arrl.net 
 
èèSomething to do in Feb.: 
 
25 Feb 2006+ RADIO FEST 2006 
Naval Postgraduate School Amateur Radio Club 
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http://www.radiofest.org/ 
Talk-In: 146.970- (PL 94.8) 
Contact: Sal De Franco, N6SPD 

PO Box 721 
Seaside, CA 93955 
Phone: 831-394-6678  
Fax: 831-394-3461 
Email: sal@n6spd.com 

 
From out friends Down Under: 
 

Sat, Jan 07, 2006 

Ham it up on the air waves  

A NEW national amateur radio licence has been 
launched.  
     The new licence is a joint venture between the 
Wireless Institute of Australia, the Australian 
Communications and Media Authority and radio 
clubs across Australia.  
     The licence is designed to make amateur radio 
more accessible.  
     The new licence requires less study and does 
away with older skills such as morse code.  
Twin Cities Radio Club media officer Graeme Scott 
believes the revised program will make the world of 
ham radio more attractive to younger people.  
And with a broadcast capacity strong enough to 
reach people in Europe, the US and Antarctica, a 
broadcaster is not likely to run out of interesting 
topics.  
     The radio club may also be called on to help 
provide emergency communication, as it did in the 
2003 fires.  

 
 

Mr Scott of the Twin Cities Radio Club. Picture: 
PETER MERKESTEYN 
 
èèAlso of Interest: 
 

Surfin': The Return of the HAAT Calculator  
By Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU 

Contributing Editor 
January 6, 2006  

 
This week, check out a valuable online tool 
that had been among the missing for most of 
this century.  

 
     Way back in March 2001, I wrote about the 
online HAAT (height above average terrain) 
calculator on the FCC Web site. Shortly after that 
installment of Surfin' was posted, the calculator 
went off line for maintenance.  
     The calculator was very popular because it is a 
very useful tool "if you're a repeater operator, have 
an APRS base station, or are just curious about the 
potential performance of your antenna system with 
respect to the lay of the land." As a result, nearly 
five years later, I still regularly receive e-mails 
complaining about the calculator's demise.  

A few days 
ago, I 
received an 
e-mail 
from Dale 
Bickel at 
the FCC. 
Dale had 
some very 
good news, 
i.e., the 
HAAT 
calculator 
is back 
online at 

the FCC Web site.  
I checked out the calculator as fast as my mouse 
could click over to it and plugged in the numbers 
for my APRS digipeater to see if the new 
calculator's output jived with the old calculator's 
output. It didn't; in fact, it wasn't even close! Then I 
realized the error of my ways: I had plugged in feet, 
whereas the calculator was looking for meters. 
When I converted my feet to meters and re-entered 

 
Good News! The online 
HAAT calculator is back 
online at the FCC's Web site.  
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the data, the new calculation was right where it 
should be.  
     The output is in meters, too, so you will have to 
convert the output back to feet if you prefer the 
English System to the Metric System. To make your 
life even easier, use this online Metric and English 
conversion utility courtesy of the folks at Poseidon 
Software and Invention.  
     Until next time, keep on surfin'.  

Editor's note: Stan Horzepa, WA1LOU, owns a 
variety of calculators, but none that make the 
calculation of HAAT less painful. Discuss your 
favorite online calculator or other neat stuff with 
Stan by e-mailing him or adding comments to his 
blog.  
 
 

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets    

  As of December 31, 2005    

  CHECKING ACCOUNT        

 
Petty 
Cash

Repeater Maintenance 
Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total 
Assets 

(Checking 
Account + 

Petty 
Cash) 

         
         
Balance @ 11/30/05 12.93 2,197.15 641.15 475.00 3,313.30 3,326.23 
         
Income from Dues    35.00  35.00  
Income from Auction     89.00 89.00  
(Expenses)         

Repeater         
Telephone    (40.04) (40.04)  

Roster        
Bank Charges (Nov)    (10.00) (10.00)  

Holiday Party (food and supplies)    (312.06) (312.06)  
Gift Certificates     (475.00) (475.00)  

            
Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (362.10) (475.00) (837.10)  

         

Balance @ 12/31/05 12.93 2,197.15 314.05 89.00 2,600.20 2,613.13 
 
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP  818-242-1742 
VP              Leah Shirkoff, KE6MMU 
Secretary    Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Member Lg. Len Davis, W6ZRK 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


