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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

 

  

                       Dec., 2005                Volume 46,   Issue 12 
 

Calendar of Events: 
∗Dec 8, 2005 6:30 PM at The Glendale Red Cross, 1501 
S. Brand Blvd, Glendale  Please note the special  time! 
Jan. 7, 2006 Next Board meeting: at Conrad's restaurant 
in La Canada. 7:30 am. 

 
 

 
èèPresident’s Message: 

     Party, party, party!!! Let’s party!! 
     Need I say anything more?   Well maybe, so lets get 
right to it.   It is so close to the Club’s Christmas Party, I 
can hardly wait.  This year, we will be serving up extra 
large portions of fun and good cheer.  Not the kind in a 
bottle, but the kind you find on the bone of a 
Honeybaked Ham or Turkey, lots of good fixin’s, and 
lots of friendly folks getting together for the Holidays. 
     And did we mention gifts?   Lots of good stuff, some 
you can bid on, and some that we are just plain ole 
giving away.  Like 2 gift certificates from HRO, one for 
$ 50.00, and the other for  $ 450.00!  Wow! And also the 
very latest and hottest items for power distribution from 
our friend Jim, ke6urz.  Thanks to everyone’s hard work 
and generosity for making this possible by supporting 
the 50/50 raffle throughout the year. 
   Please plan on coming to the party if you are a Club 
member in good standing.  Husband and wives are OK 
to bring as well.  And to help with the fixin’s please plan 
on bring a food item. 
AèèH, please bring a dessert 
IèèQ, please bring a side dish for the Ham or Turkey 
RèèZ, please bring a salad 
    You can determine what to bring by using the 1st letter 
after the number in your call sign.  And also bring  
something for you and 1 or 2 other guest to drink.  We 
will have ice and glasses at the party. 
    There is also a “not so silent” auction  that evening, 
hosted by the famous Don Carlson, BS, kd6eqv, ( the bs 
stands for the science of bartering) Your donated items 
for this event will bring the most outlandish description 
ever imagined for that truly marvelous junque. 
The time and place for the Club’s Christmas Party 
is: 6:30 pm on Thursday, December 8th, at the 

Glendale Red Cross, 1501 S. Brand Blvd, in 
Glendale. 
     Check the Club’s website for a map to the location if 
you are not sure.  www.qsl.net/cvrc  
   And as some of you know, I have been promising a 
very special surprise for that night.  I have not forgotten, 
and although another Club member thunk this one up, I 
must say, it will be sweet.  See you there! 
 
Mark, ke6zrp 
 
èèGood Friends: 

 
It is a little tough to read, but is a very nice “Thank You” 
for the Club’s donation to the Red Cross of Glendale 
after the Katrina Hurricane. 
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èèRepeater Report: 
     As you may have known, the 2 meter repeater was 
suffering some interference problems during November.  
Thinking that the problem could have possibly been 
caused by the digital control channel of the Glendale 
Radio System, I asked Jim Walls from the Glendale 
Radio Shop if he could change the frequency of that 
signal.  He did within 15 minutes and I found that the 
noise continued. 
     That fact sent David (KO6TD) and myself up to Mt. 
Thom on Sunday, November 20 to seek out the 
problem.  We checked the entire system:  antenna, 
duplexer, cavity, coaxes, and receiver but found  
that the receiver antenna connector was loose.  
Tightening that seems to have solved the interference 
problem.  David also slightly improved the sensitivity of 
the receiver which may make the "motorboating" 
problem worse but time will tell. 
     The 440 repeater just keeps going and going and 
going.  All it needs is more use from members and 
friends. 
     Upcoming maintenance work:  the City of Glendale 
will be stripping the tower of antennas and installing the 
Comspec antennas that were purchased and stored for 
us.  At that time, coax will be replaced with hard line 
and the connectors that we bought at the Dayton 
Hamvention 2 years ago.  Also, at some point in the 
future the facility will be converted to 48 volt DC in 
order to allow for more efficient battery and generator 
backup.  Our gear is mostly 12 volt DC or AC and we 
will have to make some changes to our power sources. 
     That's it on the repeater front.  Have a great holiday 
and please make use of your repeaters.  They are very 
quiet these days. 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
èèTransponder Net news: 
     After the Club’s breakfast/board meeting, the 
“Transponder” net was held, and there were a round 
dozen participants to the net.  Some new participants, as 
well as some that had not been heard from for a while. 
Thanks to everyone for participating. 
  
US Side: 
         AD6IZ            Larry 
         AE6VX           Joe (new ham) 
         KE6ZRP         Mark 
         KE6URZ        Jim 
         KE6MMU      Leah 
         K6POI             Tim 
         W6MW            Mark 
 

UK Side: 
         G4CDY           Terry 
         G4FKK            Martin 
         G6CJR             Stuart 
         2E0YPM          Stewart 
         G8JAC           Andy  
 
 
èèField Day News: 
     Reminder:  June 24-25, 2006 is Field Day!  Mark it 
on your calendars so that you can join us and our 
specials guests:  members of C.A.T.S.  The contest runs 
from 11AM to 11AM local time. 
     A committee will be appointed in January to begin 
planning for our role as host to our friends from the UK.  
Items to be determined will be:  lodging, extra-curricular 
activities, transportation to and from LAX, etc.  This is 
an exciting opportunity for us to meet up to 6 of our 
friends from Britain. 
 
Plan to attend Field Day, 2006! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
(Editor’s note:  Tim,k6poi, Mark,w6mw and others are 
putting together information about Field Day 2006 and 
the CATS participation to be sent to the ARRL with 
hopes of publishing it in a future issue of QST 
magazine.) 
 
èèChanges to the Sunday Night Net: 
    After several years of using a format for the Sunday 
night net where the host played Newsline, asked a trivia 
question, and then asked for check-ins, it was suggested 
that a change might be in order.  After all, the purpose of 
the Net was to get together on the air each week to keep 
in touch, keep up our skills of communicating with a 
group, and to find out what was going on with those 
checking in.    
      Thanks to Mark, KF6YAN for suggesting we change 
to a much simpler format, the Net can now be hosted by 
anyone who wishes to do so.  The Net will still be held 
at 8:00 pm on Sunday nights, but we will not be playing 
Newsline .  The host of the Net will be Net control, and 
will call for check-ins, and can talk  about anything they 
like.  No trivia required, no keeping a list of check-ins, 
and no codes to bring up Newsline.  Those checking in 
are asked to give their phonetic call sign, and their name.  
Anyone can host the Net, just put out a QST call at 8:oo 
pm, and listen for the check-ins! 
    Let’s give this a try and see how well it works.  And 
please don’t be hesitant about taking the lead.   It is fun 
and easy. 
 
73,  Mark, ke6zrp 
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(Editor’s note: Newsline can be accessed through your 
computer by going to www.newsline.org  and clicking on 
one of the links that will either give you the printed 
version on your screen, or the mp3 version link and 
download the audio version to listen to) 
   
 
èèEcholink News: 
    With special thanks to Mark, W6MW, I now have my 
Echolink station connected to my Kenwood radio here at 
the house, which I can turn on so that Club members can 
listen to and check into the Sunday night net if they so 
desire from remote locations.  At this time, I do not plan 
on leaving it on all the time, but if you know that you 
will be traveling and would like to try talking on our 
repeaters (either the 2 meter or the 440, but you have to 
tell me which one first), be sure to take your laptop 
computer along with Echolink installed on it, and a mike 
and headphone set, and look for my call sign, KE6ZRP-
L.  Just connect to me, and you will be on the air! 
 
Mark, KE6ZRP 
 
èèUp coming Speakers: 
    For the Club’s January meeting, Jim, KE6URZ will 
our guest speaker, and will be talking about power 
distribution.  Jim has years of experience with these 
matters, and will show us how wire the power supply 
correctly and to get it’s output to our radios cleanly, 
safely, and efficiently.  And he will be showcasing some 
of his new products designed exclusively by him for that 
purpose.   Should be very interesting.   
      Feb. we will be talking about “to go” bags for the 
house, specifically, radio to go bags, and what are the 
best ways to outfit them.   
 
èèSwap Meet outing: 
    At the January Club meeting, I will be asking for 
some volunteers to sit on a committee for Club 
participation at one of the local swap meets in the area.   
I have asked Dale, kd6pyq to possibly “chair” the 
committee in hopes that his experience and familiarity of 
the local swaps would be beneficial.  What our 
intentions are is to take much of the equipment and 
extras that have been donated to the Club for the past 
couple of years from the families of SK’s and take them 
to a swap meet to sell.   What is needed will be Club 
members to help collect, identify, and to establish a price 
for such items, and help with the actual selling at the 
swap meet.  I am hoping that the Club can raise money 
that would be put into the Gift Certificate fund for year 
2006 Christmas party.  I have been storing antennas, 
radios, power supplies, cables, mikes, meters, towers, 
rotators, and lots of odds and ends that I believe would 
be good items at a swap meet. The intention is to do this 

sometime in the spring or early summer months, 
probably before Field Day.  If you think you would like 
to be part of the organizing committee, please let me 
know at the next meeting, or the January meeting.  This 
is a first for the Club, and might be a lot of fun.   
 
Take a Look: 
     Here is a picture of what Jim, ke6urz has invented, 
and is now producing for sale.  These items are listed at 
this website:  http://www.reddee2.com/ 
 
   These are also going to be part of the Christmas party 
raffle.   Thanks Jim. 

 
 

 
 
 
èè  LAFD + Ham Radio = An Exciting Opportunity: 
 
The Los Angeles Fire Department has been chosen by 
the City's Emergency Operations Organization to 
oversee its amateur radio program under the Auxiliary 
Communication Service (ACS) agreement with the 
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services. 
 
LAFD Auxiliary Communications Service (LAFD ACS) 
volunteers provide essential communications support to 
the Los Angeles Fire Department during disasters and at 
LAFD-supported public service events, such as the 
recent Hollywood Christmas Parade.  
 
In a strong show of support for the program and 
evidence of its importance, Fire Chief William Bamattre 
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has authorized the LAFD ACS to enroll up to 500 
licensed radio amateurs (ham radio operators) to 
supplement the Department's existing communications 
network as needed.  
 
If you are a licensed radio amateur, we welcome you to 
join or support the efforts of the LAFD ACS, a local Fire 
Corps program. 
 
Not a Ham?  
 
The LAFD ACS has a mentoring program designed to 
assist members of our community who desire to become 
FCC licensed Amateur Radio Operators. You can learn 
more by visiting the LAFD ACS website: 

www.lafdacs.org 
 
 
èèDayton Hamvention® Says Better Communication 
a Key Goal for 2006: 
from The ARRL Letter, Vol 24, No 47  
Website: http://www.arrl.org/ on December 2, 2005  
View comments about this article!  
Dayton Hamvention® Says Better Communication a 

Key Goal for 2006: 
Well in advance of the 55th Dayton Hamvention next 
spring, event organizers report they're implementing 
strategies to improve communication and provide more 
and better information about the show. Part of the plan is 
a complete makeover of the Dayton Hamvention Web 
site http://www.hamvention.org, still a work in progress. 
Hamvention 2006 takes place May 19-21 at Hara Arena 
in Trotwood, Ohio. Dayton Hamvention volunteers this 
past spring asked many vendors and visitors alike what 
they could do to improve the world's largest Amateur 
Radio gathering, and "better communication" was the 
most common response. "People told us what they 
wanted, and we are going to do our best to deliver," says 
Dayton Hamvention 2006 General Chairman Jim Nies, 
WX8F. "We have set several goals for this year, and one 
of the most important is to respond to requests more 
quickly than we did during the 2005 show." Nies took 
over the reins from Gary Des Combes, N8EMO, who 
headed up the 2004 and 2005 events and brought back 
an all-volunteer staff. The Dayton Amateur Radio 
Association (DARA) has sponsored Hamvention since 
the early 1950s.  
The goal of the 2006 Dayton Hamvention staff will be to 
at least acknowledge all requests within 24 hours and, if 
possible, provide the information or assistance needed 
within the same time frame, Nies said. "I know that we 
won't be able to answer every question or deal with 
every problem immediately, but we will definitely make 
every effort to do it as soon as possible," he added. 

Hamvention organizers say that while feedback from 
those who attended the 2005 show generally was very 
positive, a number indicated that more advance 
information would be helpful. For example, Hamvention 
will post information on traffic patterns and access 
points on its Web site well in advance of the 2006 show, 
said Assistant General Chairman Carl Rose, K8CPR, 
who served as security chair for Dayton Hamvention 
2004 and 2005. "We tried some things with traffic flow 
and vendor access in 2005, and some worked very well 
and others need improvement," Rose said. "We will use 
the feedback we received, particularly about vendor 
access, to see if we can make it quicker and easier to get 
into the arena for setup." Rose urged Dayton 
Hamvention visitors to check the Web site before 
leaving to see if there are any last minute changes due to 
construction or other unforeseen events. Hamvention 
also will continue golf cart shuttles and benches in the 
flea market for the convenience of attendees, Rose said. 
Some things won't change for the 55th Hamvention. 
Tickets prices will remain the same as the 2005 show, 
and so will show hours. Dayton Hamvention 2006 is 
expected to draw some 25,000 visitors from all over the 
US and around the world. The Dayton/Montgomery 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau has estimated 
Dayton Hamvention's annual economic impact at close 
to $4 million for Montgomery County and nearly $10 
million regionally.  
Source:  
The ARRL Letter Vol. 24, No. 47 December 2, 2005  
 
èèOn the same wavelength:  
December 04,2005  
BY JANNETTE PIPPIN  
DAILY NEWS STAFF  

NEWPORT - When the National Weather Service 
opened its office in Newport 12 years ago, head 
meteorologist Tom Kriehn was quick to get to know the 
area's amateur radio operators. 

Kriehn knew they would be a valuable asset in providing 
severe weather information from the field. 

"They have a long history around the country of working 
with the National Weather Service," he said. 

Not all storm spotters are hams but the combination of a 
spotter trained in communications is an ideal situation 
for forecasters, who count on real-time reports to help 
warn the public of severe weather such as tropical storms 
and tornadoes. 

"The best spotters you can get are those who are also 
communicators; people in the field who can 
communicate back to us in a hurry," Kriehn said. 
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That makes the ham radio community a big part of the 
Skywarn program, a network of people that report severe 
weather to local NWS offices. 

To show its appreciation to the amateur radio operators 
in its 15-county operation area, the National Weather 
Service office in Newport participated in the Skywarn 
Recognition Day held Saturday around the country. 

It was an informal opportunity for the radio operators to 
gather and for the meteorologists to say thanks. 

"No matter how good the technology is, nothing beats a 
pair of human eyes to tell you what is going on," said 
meteorologist Hal Austin, who is also a ham radio 
operator. 

Austin said spotter reports provide information on 
everything from hail size and wind damage to flooding 
and tornados. It corroborates and details what is being 
seen on weather service radar. 

"It helps us confirm what we think is going on and helps 
us get that information out to the public," Austin said. 

For the ham radio operators, it's an opportunity to put the 
skills they know to use to help others. 

"It's an opportunity to be able to help out, to help our 
neighbors and everyone in the area," said Eric 
Christensen of Greenville. 

Christensen was presented with a certificate of 
appreciation for developing a Skywarn Web site for the 
Newport district. Bill Sanford, the Skywarn emergency 
coordinator for the Newport district, was recognized for 
providing the weather service office with technical 
assistance in updating its ham radio equipment. 

Ken Ball of Morehead City accepted a certificate on 
behalf of the entire Skywarn network for the area. 

Ball, who has had his ham radio license for 14 years, 
said there's a public service aspect to amateur radio that 
extends beyond just storm spotting. 

Ball said radio operators are a major part of emergency 
response and disaster recovery efforts as well because 
they are often the only communication available when 
phones and other conventional communications go 
down. 

It was seen recently during the catastrophic Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita and right here at home several years 
ago when Hurricane Isabel disabled communications in 
Carteret County's down east communities. 

Ball said ham radio operators provided communication 
between down east canteens operated by the Salvation 
Army and response workers in other parts of the county. 

Bernard Nobles, section emergency coordinator for ham 
radio operators in North Carolina, said amateur radio is 
the back up communication for public service agencies 
such as emergency management offices in the state, the 
National Weather Service, and groups like the Salvation 
Army and Red Cross. 

 
 
èèBest Holiday Wishes: 
From all of the Club officers to everyone who helps 
make this such a great Ham radio Club, we wish you a 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, 
and the very Best of the New Year. 

Contact information: 

President    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP  818-242-1742 
VP              Leah Shirkoff, KE6MMU 
Secretary    Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Member Lg. Len Davis, W6ZRK 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


