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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

 

  

                       Nov., 2005                Volume 46,   Issue 11 
 

Calendar of Events: 
∗Nov. 8, 2005 7:30 PM at Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 
Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca. 
De. 3, 2005 Next Board meeting: at Conrad's restaurant 
in La Canada. 7:30 am. 

 
 

 
èèPresident’s Message: 
     Hello to everyone, and I hope that everyone is doing 
fine and that the coming Holiday seasons go well for 
you.   Not only is the weather changing, but lots of Club 
activities are also coming up, some of which have 
changed from the past.  We’ll get to some of those 
changes in a minute, but first, something about this 
month’s meeting. 
    At the General Club meeting that will be held on 
Thursday, Nov 8th at Verdugo Hills Hospital, our guest 
speaker will be Mike Callahan.  Mike is the vice 
president of engineering for Clear Channel 
Broadcasting, the parent company of several radio 
stations here in the Los Angeles area, as well as radio 
stations nationwide.  With more and more stations going 
to “digital” format, Mike will be talking about how they 
are doing this, and what the future of Broadcast radio 
holds.  It promises to be very interesting. 
    Also that night, we will be talking about the up-
coming events for Nov.  Gene Roske, AE6GR has asked 
for Ham volunteers to help out with the communications 
needs for the Run For The Hungry on Thanksgiving 
morning in La Canada.  The event takes place on 
Foothill Blvd from about 6:00 am til 11:00 am.  If you 
can help out with this fun and easy event, contact Gene 
at ae6gr@arrl.net, or by phone at 818-388-5643.  The 
Club has always supported this event in the past, and 
although it is a DCS event, non DCS members are 
welcome to join in on the fun.  There is a briefing for 
this event at the La Crescenta sheriff’s station at 6:00 
am, and attendance is required! 
     Also at the meeting, we will be talking about the 
coming December CVARC annual Christmas Diner and 
meeting.  It can be officially announced now that the 
meeting will be held at the Glendale Red Cross, 1501 S. 
Brand Blvd in Glendale, and will be 1 hour earlier than 
the normal meetings so that we can eat, be with friends, 

and have some good fun with the “not so silent” auction.  
So please mark you calendar for that night, it promises 
to be really fun, starting at 6:30 pm.  Also, please start 
looking for some “good stuff” to donate to the auction, 
which raises money for the Club to operate the repeaters 
with.  Ham related items  are best, but if you are sure 
that you have got the world’s best mouse trap, then bring 
that as well.  Don, KD6EQV will host the auction, and I 
am sure he will find some new use for that item that 
nobody has ever thought of!  And as in the past, it will 
be a combination of pot luck and Club supplied food and 
drinks, the HoneyBaked ham and Turkey supplied by the 
Club, and the side  fixin’s , salads, desserts, and drinks 
provided by the Club members.  Here is the table to 
figure out what to bring:  use the first letter after the 
number in your call sign 
AèH, please bring a dessert 
IèQ, please bring a side dish for the Ham or Turkey 
RèZ, please bring a salad 
And please bring a non alcoholic drink for you and 1 or 
2 others to enjoy.  
     Ok, so I did say that there are some changes this year, 
and here they are: 
     First, the Christmas meeting’s Gift Certificate raffle 
will have several parts to it, not just one.  There will be a 
drawing for the runner-up with a prize of  a $50.00 gift 
certificate from HRO, and another drawing for  some 
brand new items for your Anderson Power Pole provided 
by Jim, KE6URZ.  These are new items that only he has 
been making, so you might be the first to have them.  
And finally, the BIG drawing for the Gift Certificate 
from HRO which should be in excess of $ 400.00!! 
Wow….that is exciting.  Only Club members “in good 
standing” are eligible, those who had their membership 
renewal in before Nov. 1st, 2005.  So for one lucky Club 
member, it certainly will pay to have been prompt with 
their check. 
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   But there is still more…one of the Club members has 
been busy this year, and has come up with a very special 
surprise for that night as well. I can not say who or what, 
but I can say when….December 8th, 2005. 
    And finally, at the Nov. meeting we will be talking 
about the changes that will take place for Field Day 
2006.  Mark, W6MW has something to say about this a 
little later in this newsletter. 
     I have to admit, I am very proud to be part of this 
Club, with changes like these, and the support and good 
will from all the Club members, this is really a great 
Ham club. 
 
73 for now, 
Mark, KE6ZRP 
 
 
èèMontrose Christmas Parade: 
    Saturday, December 3rd is the annual Montrose 
Christmas Parade on Honolulu Ave in Montrose.  Jim, 
KE6URZ is the coordinator for this event ,and has said 
that he will need about 20 Ham operators This is a really 
fun event, with lots of  excitement going on that night 
when Santa flies by in a GPD helicopter.  Please look for 
a signup sheet at the Nov. CVARC meeting, or notify 
Jim at ke6urz@arrl.net if you can help that night.  Plan 
on meeting in Montrose at 3:00 pm to get the 
assignments, and be at your post at 5:00 pm.   The 
parade usually ends at about 9:30 or so.  Then join the 
after party for some food and to relax and unwind. 
 
 
èèRepeater Report: 
     Things are status quo on the repeater front.  Our 2 
Meter machine is still experiencing a noisy mix problem 
with two or more other machines on Mt. Thom.  Without 
knowing the frequencies of the radios on the 
mountaintop, it will be nearly impossible to find the 
source of the problem.  Compounding the problem is the 
fact that the problem is very random and intermittent.  
We will continue to monitor the situation. 
     I cannot encourage you enough to please use your 
repeaters.  They are very quiet these days.  A lot of 
people got out of the habit of using radio and repeaters 
during the nearly three years that Jack Gerritsen 
terrorized us.  It is time to turn your radios back on and 
communicate again.  Please use your repeaters... you 
have been so generous with your financial support, now 
we need your help by using them. 
     One last item... since Len Davis moved away, Mark 
Kanzler and I have been running the Club Nets on 
Sunday nights.  Mark carries a tremendous load already 
for the Club and I am not always available on Sunday  
nights.  We need an individual or a group of operators to 
step up and take over the Net.  It is not a hard job and it's 

a lot of fun for anyone who enjoys talking to people (and 
why else did we  
get into this hobby anyway?). 
     Mark, Leah, or I will be happy to sit with anyone 
until you are confident that can do the job.  Mark has 
agreed to continue hosting the Net until the end of this 
month.  After that, we risk having no more Sunday Night 
Net unless people  step forward and offer to help.  Your 
help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Have a great November! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
èèTransponder Net news: 
     The November Transponder Net was held on the 2 
Meter Repeater on Saturday, November 5.  Participating 
were Terry (G4CDY), Andy (G8JAC), Larry (AD6IZ), 
Bob (KG6WXH), Tim (K6POI), and Mark (W6MW). 
     Larry expressed our excitement about the upcoming 
Field Day trip that Andy and others plan to make from 
the UK to Lighting Point and let them know that we 
welcome them and look forward to their June arrival. 
The discussion ranged from racing motorcycles to the 
weather and an informative dissertation about "Guy 
Fawkes Night" or "Bonfire Night" in Great Britain.  
Andy (G8JAC) told us about the aborted plan to blow up 
Parliament in 1605 and how the communities celebrate 
with fireworks and bonfire effigies of one of the alleged 
plotters, Guy Fawkes. 
     If you have not participated in a Transponder Net, I 
encourage you to do so soon.  This is a great way to 
meet the folks who plan to come (and there may be up to 
3 more joining them) and begin to develop a real 
friendship.  The next net will be on December 3 at 
9:15AM local time.  Please mark it on your calendar. 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
 
èèField Day News: 
     Things are moving on the Field Day 2006 front and 
we want to make sure that you are planning to be 
involved too!  Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 
24 and Sunday, June 25, 2006 to participate in the  
biggest contest in American Amateur Radio. 
     Our special guests will be members of the Coulsden 
Amateur Transmitting Society (C.A.T.S.) who will be 
flying in from England on Wednesday, June 21 to join 
us.  Three members have already committed:  Andy 
Briers (G0KZT), Andy Jackson (G8JAC), and Prue  
Glaisher (G4RWW) will be participating in Field Day 
with our group at Lightning Point.  We have invited up 
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to 3 more members to accept our invitation by April 1, 
2006 so there may be more. 
     We will be needing hosts to help in many different  
areas:  transportation to and from LAX, lodging, sight-
seeing or shopping, etc.  As we get closer to the event, 
we will be asking or volunteers for these tasks and 
more.  Your participation will be appreciated plus you 
will find that you will have the opportunity to make 
several new friends from another part of the world. 
     We will also provide meals at Lightning Point for our 
CATS friends at no cost to them.  This is a very small 
offering on our part and may increase the cost of meals 
to others slightly, but not by a great amount. 
     The Club Board voted on November 5 to delay the 
June, 2006 Club Meeting from the 2nd Thursday of the 
month to the Thursday before Field Day in order to 
involve our guests in the Club and introduce them to the 
membership in General.  This meeting will take place on  
June 22, 2006 and will be a one-time change in our 
schedule.  Plan on attending! 
 
W6MW  
 
èèFrom Dennis Kidder: 
     Last month’s guest speaker, Dennis was great, and 
gave a really neat presentation on Radio Astronomy.  
Later, he sent me these links to share with the Club: 
 
Here is a link to Ed Hare's (W1RFI) list of BPL sites.  
He does a great job of maintaining this site.  There is a 
great deal of info here! 
 
http://p1k.arrl.org/~ehare/bpl/ex2.html 
 
Here is a list of articles from ARRL site on BPL: 
 
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/HTML/plc/am-articles.html 
 
Hope you find these helpful! 
 
Cheers, 
 
Thanks Dennis! 
 
èèEcholink News: 
    With special thanks to Mark, W6MW, I now have my 
Echolink station connected to my Kenwood radio here at 
the house, which I can turn on so that Club members can 
listen to and check into the Sunday night net if they so 
desire from remote locations.  At this time, I do not plan 
on leaving it on all the time, but if you know that you 
will be traveling and would like to try talking on our 
repeaters (either the 2 meter or the 440, but you have to 
tell me which one first), be sure to take your laptop 
computer along with Echolink installed on it, and a mike 

and headphone set, and look for my call sign, KE6ZRP-
L.  Just connect to me, and you will be on the air! 
 
Mark, KE6ZRP 
 
èèWelcome to some New Members: 
    It is always a pleasure to welcome some new 
members to the Club.   
Waltert Hermann, KO6DX, and  
Brian Ness, AE6RB 
Hope to hear you soon. 
 
èèUp coming Speakers: 
    For the Club’s January meeting, Jim, KE6URZ will 
our guest speaker, and will be talking about power 
distribution.  Jim has years of experience with these 
matters, and will show us how wire the power supply 
correctly and to get it’s output to our radios cleanly, 
safely, and efficiently.  And he will be showcasing some 
of his new products designed exclusively by him for that 
purpose.   Should be very interesting.   
      Feb. we will be talking about “to go” bags for the 
house, specifically, radio to go bags, and what are the 
best ways to outfit them.   
 
  
 
èèOld meets New: 
     On a recent trip to Arizona, I came across this in the 
lobby of an old hotel in Jerome.  Interestingly, the hotel 
also had one of the old time self serve elevators.  It 
looked like they still use the PBX board for phones in 
the rooms, but not sure what they were using the 
computer for.   
 

 
Do you suppose Radio Shack will have some spare 
parts? 
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èèRevised restrictions on 70 cm bear repeating 
(Nov 8, 2005) -- In 2004, a revised Footnote US7 in 
Part 2.106 of the Code of Federal Regulations went 
info effect, further expanding the 50 W maximum 
output power restriction in place for the 420-450 
MHz band in the US Southwest. (The applicable 
Part 97 Amateur Service rule is §97.303, which 
incorporates §2.106 by reference.) "In talking to 
people at hamfests and other Amateur Radio 
meetings, I've found that very few people are aware 
of this rule," says Bill Kauffman, W5YEJ, of the 
New Mexico Frequency Coordinating Committee. 
While the previous version of §2.106(a), essentially 
covered the White Sands Missile Range area of 
New Mexico, language effective as of January 2004 
expanded it to include all of New Mexico and Texas 
lying west of 104° W. The 70 cm band is a shared 
allocation in the US, and federal government users 
are primary. Amateur Radio, as a secondary 
occupant, may not cause interference to primary 
government stations and must tolerate any 
interference from government stations. Kauffman 
explains that the FCC acted at the request of the 
National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration (NTIA) to protect sensitive 
receivers at various fixed and mobile locations on 
military bases. The 50 W restriction continues to 
apply to the entire State of Arizona as well as parts 
of several other states, including California, 
Nevada, Massachusetts, Alaska, North Dakota, 
Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina. Exceptions 
to the power limit must be expressly authorized by 
the FCC after mutual agreement, on a case-by-case 
basis, between the FCC District Director in the 
applicable district and the Military Area Frequency 
Coordinator at the applicable military base. 
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets   

  

As of 
October 31, 
2005     

 

   

  
CHECKING 
ACCOUNT            

 
Petty 
Cash 

Repeater 
Maintenance 

Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total 
Assets 

(Checking 
Account 
+ Petty 
Cash)      

              
              
Balance @ 
9/30/05 12.93 2,062.15 670.96 324.00 3,057.11 3,070.04   
              
Income 
from Dues  65.00 315.00  380.00      
Income 
from 
Drawing     71.00 71.00      
(Expenses)              

Repeater             
Telephone    (105.87) (105.87)     

Roster             
Bank 

Charges 
(Sept)   (10.00) (10.00)     

Newsletter              
Secretary of 

State    (20.00) (20.00)     
                

Total 
Expenses 0.00 0.00 (135.87) (135.87)   

              
Balance @ 
10/31/05 12.93 2,127.15 850.09 395.00 3,372.24 3,385.17   
 
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP  818-242-1742 
VP              Leah Shirkoff, KE6MMU 
Secretary    Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Member Lg. Len Davis, W6ZRK 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


