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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

 

  

                       Oct., 2005                Volume 46,   Issue 10 
 

Calendar of Events: 
∗Oct 13, 2005 7:30 PM at Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 
Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca. 
Nov. 5, 2005 Next Board meeting: at Conrad's restaurant 
in La Canada. 7:30 am. 

 
 

 
èèPresident’s Message: 
 
     Hi to everyone, as we start the month of October, I 
am finding that there are fewer and fewer blank spaces 
on the calendar for the remainder of the year.  The 
holidays are fast approaching, and I know that it will be 
a busy season this year as always.  Lots of family stuff, 
and lots of Ham stuff.   
     First off, we have a Club meeting coming up on Oct 
13, at 7:30 pm at the Verdugo Hills Hospital.   Tim, 
K6POI has arranged for Dennis Kidder to come and talk 
to the Club about radio astronomy.   He is a very 
interesting fellow, and this should be a very interesting 
subject and presentation.  Also at that meeting, we will 
be taking membership dues for renewals, which need to 
be in this month to be eligible for the Christmas meeting 
Gift Certificate drawing.  The Board and membership 
has voted to change the drawing awards this year so that 
there will be 2 Gift Certificates given out, one for 2nd 
place worth $ 50.00, and the 1st place Certificate will be 
worth whatever is the remainder in the fund.  That 
appears to be around $ 300.00, but could be even more if 
the next 2 meetings have good participation in the 50/50 
raffle!  This is exciting, I am already thinking of how I 
will spend the money! 
     Nov 5th is the Tri Cities Community Hike, which 
takes place up in the hills above Glendale. Please mark 
this date, and plan on helping out with the 
communication needs for that day.  A sign-up sheet will 
be passed at the meeting ,and much more information 
about the event will be discussed on Thursday. Jim 
Olliff, ke6urz@arrl.net is the contact person for this 
event. 
     With all the news about the hurricanes and 
earthquakes that have been happening lately, I have seen 
lots of articles written about being ready for these 
emergencies.  A “to go” bag for emergency 

communications is essential, as well as other things, but 
do each of us really know what is needed, and how to 
put something like that together?  I am hoping that at 
either the Feb or March meeting, we can have a 
“demonstration” meeting where we can see what some 
of the Club members are using, and how they came up 
with what pieces of equipment are necessary.   
     And finally, just to let you know what some of your 
Club officers have been doing behind the scene: 
Mark, w6mw has been keeping close contact with our 
sister Club in England and has some great news about 
Field Day 2006, 
Tim, k6poi has been securing more guest speakers for 
the coming year, 
Christine, kf6opu has been attending the LA Council of 
Amateur Radio Clubs on behalf of our Club,  
Larry, ad6iz has been teaching a “no code” class for 
mostly City of Glendale employees at the EOC 
Leah, ke6mmu has been filling in for me in my 
absences. 
 
73, Mark, ke6zrp 
 
èèFie ld Day news: 
     Thanks to Mark’s fine efforts, the Club recently 
received this e-mail: 
 

Crescenta Valley Field 
Day 2006 
  

Latest News 
  
This is just a quick reminder about the proposed 
trip to Glendale California next year. The dates of 
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the ARRL Field Day are between 24th & 25th June 
2006. 
  
I can report that myself and Andy Jackson G8JAC 
will be going and we await any further interest from 
our fellow CATS members. 
  
Departure is expected to be several days prior to 
the event and the trip is expected to be about a 
week long (although individuals may wish to extend 
this themselves) with the contesting being centered 
within that week. 
  
Lightening Point, the CVRC contest site is located 
about 1 ½ hours from Glendale and is within the 
Los Angles National Forest. The location is 6200’ 
above sea level so the air is clear, fresh (and a little 
thinner to what you are used to!). Operation will be 
on HF and VHF/UHF using QRP from battery/solar 
power. CVRC enter the 2A section which equates 
to 2 x HF, VHF/UHF operating as a club station 
outside of their club area. 
  
CVRC members have already offered their homes 
for us to stay in and having spoken to Mark West 
W6MW, meals on-site are going to be provided as 
part of the hospitality. We have met the minimum of 
2 person required but there are still four places 
available. Although the deadline for minimum bids 
was 31st October 2005, it will useful to know 
soonest who else is interested. There will be plenty 
of planning and preparation and any late bids (by 
1st April 2006) may have to be organized by 
individuals themselves. This is because the cost of 
the flights will be cheaper if booked well in 
advance. A search on flight costs by Andy G8JAC 
revealed some good deals in the £350 region. 
  
In addition to the contesting, additional trips to 
Universal Studios, Disneyland, A TV show or an 
Amateur Radio Outlet could be added to the 
itinerary. 
  
I would welcome any interest from members who 
may wish to be involved within the planning 
meetings if they are undecided. But if you don’t tell 
us, we’ll never know! 
  
Andy Briers G0KZT 
Telephone 01737 552139 or 07729 86600 or 
Email g0kzt@fsmail.net  
 
      In the next few months, planning for the June 2006 
event will begin, there will be lots to take care of this 

year, so please, volunteer your time to make the event 
truly special. 
 
èèDid you Know: 
 
     Club members Walter, w6nyw, and Shige, wa6ssm 
have had a little hitch in their giddy-up, but are home 
now and doing well.  We wish them all our best. 
 
èèDid you Know: 
 
   We also received a nice note from Don Hanson, kr6an:  

To Family and Friends: 

Greetings from the Valley of the Sun!  I am writing 
to be sure you have my current address, home 
and cellular telephone numbers.  They are as 
follows: 

1028 N. Columbus Drive, Gilbert, AZ 85234 

(480) 545-2782  (home) 

(480) 458-7520  (cellular)  Yes, I am on Verizon 
Wireless so those of you who are there as well 
can call me on the cell phone without charge or 
limit on minutes if you are participating in the In-
Calling program that Verizon has.  The cell phone 
is not always on, but you can always leave a 
message and I will get back to you.   

  

I hope this finds you well.  I am progressing and 
hope to be able to travel back to Southern 
California in the future. 

èèDid you Know: 

   We have a NEW member,  Stephen Hagerty, 
K7WKR of Pasadena.   Welcome to the Club, and we 
hope to hear you often on the airwaves! 

èèDid you Know: 

     Keith, kg6fcc will be working a JOTA station this 
weekend, in conjunction with the national JOTA 
Scouting event.(JOTA means Jamboree On The Air)  
His girl scouts troop will be San Marino, and will be 
working mostly 14.20, 21.36, 7.909 MHz.  Listen for 
KG6FCC or N6ROB and say hello to the girls.  Keith 
also mentioned that there will be a JOTA station on 
board the USS New Jersey in Camden, NJ.  Look for 
them Saturday, from 10:00 am til 5:00 pm 

èèDid you Know: 



3 

     Much has been written lately about BPL.  Larry, 
ad6iz has been keeping an eye out for articles about it, 
and here are some of the interesting things that have 
recently been written: 

The Washington area is a major hub for technology 
that transmits high-speed Internet connections over 
power lines, and yesterday the city of Manassas 
celebrated becoming one of the first communities in 
which the service is commercially available.  
 
Chantilly-based Communication Technologies Inc. 
announced it had completed citywide installation of the 
technology and will step up marketing it to Manassas's 
12,500 households. 
 
"This is an achievement of a major national milestone," 
said Joseph E. Fergus, founder and chief executive of 
Communication Technologies, or Comtek, which so 
far has 700 paying residential customers in Manassas. 
He said the technology "will be deployed within two 
years to scores of communities across the U.S." 
 
Comtek charges $38.95 a month for the service and 
shares revenue with the city, which provided access to 
municipal power and fiber-optic networks. It has been 
testing the service there since 2001. 
 
Germantown-based Current Communications Group 
LLC has a similar trial in Potomac and launched a 
commercial version of its service in Cincinnati last 
year. The Cincinnati network reaches 50,000 homes, 
and Current has thousands of paying customers.  
 
For years, broadband-over-power-line technology, 
which allows access to the Internet through any 
electrical socket in the home or office, has been touted 
as a potential alternative to service from cable and 
phone companies. The technology still has its skeptics, 
who note that PPL Corp. announced earlier this week 
that it would end its trial in the Lehigh Valley region of 
eastern Pennsylvania because it could not get enough 
customers to generate a profit.  
 
"The technology works, but the business model is still 
up in the air," said Scott Cleland, chief executive of the 
Precursor Group, a research firm. 
 
Companies such as Comtek and Current say they have 
a key advantage over the competition because they tap 
into an infrastructure that already exists. They partner 
with power companies to tap the electric grid and the 
network of power lines that already run into the home, 
so communities can hook up to another source of the 
Internet without having to dig up trenches to lay new 
cables in the streets.  

 
The technology is far less expensive than deploying 
fiber-optic cable, or even deploying digital subscriber 
line service, said Jay Birnbaum, president of Current, 
which in July received financial backing from Google 
Inc. and investment firm Goldman Sachs & Co. The 
company is conducting six trials, including in Los 
Angeles and Honolulu.  
 
Comtek is in discussions to deploy its technology in 
nine additional communities, Fergus said. Comtek 
installs its equipment on power lines, which transmit 
the Internet connection over a high-frequency signal 
that does not interfere with power transmission. At 
home or in the office, users have a modem that adapts 
the signal to computers. Fergus said he hopes that over 
time, Comtek also will be able to offer Internet 
telephony service over those lines.  
 
Christine Williamson, a Manassas resident, said she 
was among the first 13 testers of the Comtek service. 
Williamson, who also subscribes to Comcast Corp.'s 
cable modem service, said she may eventually rely 
solely on her power-line Internet service because it 
goes out less frequently than the cable service and is 
comparably fast and costs less.  
 
"It's not competition yet, but . . . it may turn out to be 
yet another way in which people are competing with 
us," said Eric Rabe, a spokesman for Verizon 
Communications Inc., the main phone and DSL high-
speed Internet provider in the Washington area. 

èèDid you Know: 

     More about BPL that is NOT working: 

Pennsylvania Utility Cites Unfavorable 
Economics in Ending BPL Trial: 

PPL Broadband announced this week that it's 
terminating its broadband over power line (BPL) 
experiment in Pennsylvania's Lehigh Valley. According 
to media reports, the company is citing the high cost of a 
full-scale BPL rollout and competition from cable and 
DSL service in the region as the reasons for the 
shutdown. Approximately 300 households participating 
in the trial were said to be paying $40 a month for the 
high-speed Internet service. Although Amateur Radio 
stations in some of PPL Broadband's service area 
reported BPL interference, the company did not cite it as 
a factor in its decision to drop out of the BPL race.  

"Several local amateurs reported interference to their 
home stations," said ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed 
Hare, W1RFI, who visited the Lehigh Valley several 
times to take BPL system emission measurements. 
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"While this was resolved in whole or in part by PPL, in 
one case the interference was 'fixed' by turning off BPL 
completely to the street in front of the amateur reporting 
the interference." Even so, Hare says, the amateur 
continued to experience moderate interference from 
other parts of the system.  

PPL claimed it had no BPL equipment operating on the 
spectrum the complaint targeted. During a visit a few 
weeks later, however, Hare said he was able to quickly 
pinpoint the source "on the band PPL claimed it wasn't 
using" about a half mile away from the ham's location, 
although PPL was never able to completely resolve the 
case.  

Hare reports the BPL system was creating S9 noise on 
entire ham bands within a "rather large" deployment 
area. "Had this system continued to build out, additional 
reports of interference from mobile and fixed amateur 
operation would have been inevitable," he predicted.  

ARRL CEO David Sumner, K1ZZ, said he wasn't 
surprised to learn of PPL's decision to get out of BPL. "It 
bears out what knowledgeable economists have been 
saying about BPL's prospects for some time," he said. 
"PPL has considerable excess fiber capacity and was 
trying to leverage that investment by offering broadband 
service to consumers via BPL. If they couldn't make it 
pay, it's doubtful anyone else can."  

The Allentown company first offered BPL Internet 
service in Whitehall Township and Emmaus, later 
expanding to parts of Bethlehem, Upper Macungie 
Township, Hanover Township and Northampton 
County. In its formal comments in the FCC BPL 
proceeding, the ARRL cited measurements taken at one 
site within the BPL test system in Emmaus that 
"exceeded FCC Part 15 limits by up to 20 dB or more."  

An October 4 article in Allentown's The Morning Call 
newspaper quoted PPL spokesman Jim Santanasto as 
saying that the utility couldn't charge enough in the face 
of stiff cable and DSL competition and that its pool of 
potential customers was too small. "The economies of 
scale wouldn't work," the paper quoted Santanasto as 
saying.  

èèDid you Know: 

Here is an interesting link with audio and video of 
BPL. 

http://www.target-eng.com/bpl/ 

You can download and see exactly what effects BPL 
has on Ham radio. 

 

èèDid you Know: 
 
     I wish to thank everyone that is participating in the 
Sunday Night Net. It certainly is fun to hear everyone 
each week check into the Net.  And I do enjoy trying to 
come up with good trivia questions, especially if I can 
fool everyone, which almost NEVER happens!.   
However, it has also become somewhat of a large task 
for me to be there every week, along with the other 
duties that I have to the Club.  Most notably, being the 
President and also writing the QSX newsletter.  I do not 
want to be the person who runs the Net each week.  I do 
not mind doing it once in a while, but I am looking for a 
Club member that would like to do it as Len did.  There 
are members that can fill in when necessary, so the job is 
not all that difficult.  Please consider taking over the 
duties of the Sunday Night Net.  It is fun to do, and is 
also a challenge to keep sharp at picking up call signs, 
and looking for trivia.  But as we know, Len found trivia 
that was not always Ham related, and had lots of fun 
with it.  I know that Oct 23, I will not be able to do the 
Net, nor  on Nov .13.   
     One other thing to consider is that we do have ways 
to run the Net even when you can not get into the 
repeaters directly.   I have installed Echolink on my 
home base radio, and it works quite well if the 
connecting computer has a good mike attached to it and 
the audio is clear.  I used it for another Net one night, 
and the reports that I got were that the person checking 
in through my station sounded better than many of the 
stations that were using a radio only.  It would require 
that Net control have Echolink installed on his or her 
computer, and from there they could run the Net. 
     Please help me out here, contact me if you can run the 
Net, otherwise, we may not have a Net each week. 
 
73, Mark, ke6zrp 
ke6zrp@arrl.net 
818-242-1742 

 
A view of the recent fires from the front of KE6KOZ”s 
house.   Just a little too close for comfort for me! 
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets     

  As of September 30, 2005     

  CHECKING ACCOUNT   

 
Petty 
Cash 

Repeater 
Maintenance 

Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total 
Assets 

(Checking 
Account + 

Petty 
Cash)  

          
          
Balance @ 8/31/05 12.93 1,977.15 177.59 254.00 2,408.74 2,421.67  
          
Income from Dues    690.00  690.00   
Income from Drawing    85.00 70.00 155.00   
(Expenses)          

Repeater      0.00   
Telephone    (48.63)  (48.63)   

Roster     0.00   
Bank Charges (August)    (10.00)  (10.00)   

Newsletter      0.00   
Post Office Box Rental   (38.00)  (38.00)   

Red Cross Donation     (100.00)   (100.00)   
Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (196.63) 0.00 (196.63)   

          

Balance @ 9/30/05 12.93 1,977.15 755.96 324.00 3,057.11 3,070.04  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP  818-242-1742 
VP              Leah Shirkoff, KE6MMU 
Secretary    Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Member Lg. Len Davis, W6ZRK 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


