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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

 

  

                       July, 2005                Volume 46,   Issue 7 
 

Calendar of Events: 
∗July 14, 2005 7:30 PM at Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 
Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca. 
Aug. 6th,2005 Next Board meeting: at Conrad's 
restaurant in La Canada. 7:30 am. 
 
 èèPresident’s Message: 
       Hello to all.   I do hope that the beginning of 
summer is good to everyone this year.  Looks like 
the heat is coming! 
     Well, June was quite a month to be a Ham.  Kids 
Day, Field Day, meetings, and get togethers.  July 
looks like a fun month as well, with Cruise Night on 
July 16th in downtown Glendale.  The perfect 
summer activity to join in on, cool evening with hot 
cars, and really cool people, all the while having fun 
on the radio, and seeing friends.  Please, come out 
and help be the “eyes and ears” for the City of 
Glendale so that the evenings event goes smoothly.  
The meeting place for Cruise Night is at the corner 
of Milford and Brand in Glendale, a little before 
4:00 pm.   The event starts at 5:30, and runs til 
11:00 pm.  You can park at the Orange Ave parking 
structure, and grab a bite to eat, then head to Net 
Control and sign in.   For more information, please 
contact Jim Olliff, KE6URZ at ke6urz@arrl.net  
There is a great need for as many operators as 
possible for this event.            
   
èèRepeater Report: 
     Just like the Eveready Bunny, the repeaters keep 
going and going and going.  The 2 meter repeater 
still has bouts of noise from a mix with other 
transmitters on Mt. Thom but otherwise there are 
few problems. 
     It has been decided that with the recent news 
about Jack Gerrittsen we can return to our policy of 
operating our repeaters on a 24 hour / 7 day basis.  
We had been shutting the 440 repeater off at night 
because of continued attempts by someone to learn 

the codes to the  
repeater.  The machine will now be left on as long 
as there are problems.  If you have a bout of 
insomnia or are out and about in the wee hours, 
please give a listen to the 440 repeater and let Mark  
(W6MW) know if you hear anything suspicious. 
     Finally, please make use of your repeaters.  They 
are very quiet and there are lots of groups out there 
who would love to have our bands.  If you don't use 
them you may lose them! 
 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  
 
èèGuest Speakers report: 
 Just for info... I've pitched September's meeting at 
Dennis Kidder, WA6NIA... either on "Amateur 
Radio Astronomy" or "History of Precision Time 
and Frequency Measurement"... both sound great!  
He, most likely, will be speaking at the SW 
Convention in Riverside the weekend prior to our 
Thursday meeting... maybe a repeat of whatever 
that turns out to be. 
Aloha, and cheers, 
Tim, K6POI 
 
èè”Transponder Net” news:        
    We have not had a Transponder Net for a couple 
of months now, so we are hoping to have one just 
after the August 6th breakfast.   Please remember 
that date, turn on your 2 meter radio to the Club,s 
repeater (146.025,+, 136.5 pl) and join in on the fun 
at 9:05 on that Saturday morning.  It is certainly a 
lot of fun to talk to our friends in England,  and I am 
sure there will be lots of catching up to do. 
 
èèSunday Night Net:  
     Most of the time, I have only had to paste the 
same message here for many months now.  But now 
I must change things, and it is not going to be that 
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easy.  The host of the Net for the past several years 
now, Len, W6ZRK and his wife Lisa, KE6YDV 
will be moving at the end of this month out of the 
state.   Len has been a great asset to the Club for 
almost 10 years now, and his very friendly style on 
the radio has made the Sunday Night Net a staple 
here in Glendale for a long time.  Club members, 
friends or guest have been welcomed by him each 
Sunday, newsline played, and his Trivia questions 
have all been great.   (Although I am sure that when 
he picks the topics of French Fries and cookies, he 
sampled a couple of them first)  This coming 
Sunday will be his last night hosting the Net, 
although we are hoping that he will check in from 
time to time on Echolink when it is available.  
Thanks Len for your dedication to the Crescenta 
Valley Amateur Radio Club, and all Hams in 
general.  We will miss you! 
     Now that brings me to ask the membership if 
there is someone who would like to host the Net in 
the future?  If so, then please contact me and let me 
know.   Also, if you are not sure you could do it all 
the time, it has been suggested that we also try 
“moving it around”, the hosting duties that is so that 
someone who could not do it all the time might get 
some support from other members.  Please think 
seriously about running a Net every once in a while.  
I t helps to keep the communication skills tuned up, 
and it also helps to promote the Club and it’s 
members to the Ham community. For info, contact 
me at: 
ke6zrp@arrl.net 
 
73, Mark, ke6zrp  
 
èèPlay Ball! 
    Well, in no time at all, it will be August, and time 
for another Club outing to Dodger Stadium to see 
the Dodgers win again.  Tim, K6POI has contacted 
the Dodgers, and will be getting 30 seats again this 
year, very close to the same location as last year.  
The opponent will be the Colorado Rookies.  And 
we will be inviting our friends from HRO to join us 
again this year.  The CORRECT date is August 23, 
at 7:05 pm at Dodger Stadium.  Please plan on 
joining us that evening, as we had to buy the tickets 
in advance to be assured of getting the Club’s name 
on the message board.  You may bring your 
XYL(former young lady), YL(current young lady), 
YS ( young son), YD(young daughter)YM(young 
mother in law)hey, I’m just being nice here!  Or any 

combination of the above!  But please let Tim, 
K6POI know how many tickets you would like at 
the Club meeting this Thursday, July 16th.  You can 
also contact Tim e-mail at k6poi@arrl.net to let him 
know  
     Remember, there is NO Club meeting in August, 
so this is a great chance to see everyone that month 
and to have some fun. 
 
Thanks Tim 
 
èè50/50 Raffle: 
    Well, the Club has over $ 200.00  from the 
proceeds of the 50/50 raffle and I am sure we will 
have quite a tidy little sum at the end of the year to 
give away at the annual Christmas dinner meeting.   
Thanks for your support, and please buy lots of 
tickets at the meetings.   Remember, you can’t win 
if you don’t play! 
 
èèKids Day: 
     A great big thanks goes out to everyone who 
came out to help with Kids Day last month.  And a 
special thanks goes to Ray, KQ6RH and to Jim, 
KE6URZ for setting things up so that we could talk 
on the HF radio at Crescenta Valley County Park .  
This was a last minute push to try it this year, and 
all things considered, it went fairly well.   Actually, 
it went very well, the radio worked quite nicely with 
several contacts being made with 100 watts and one 
of Ray’s inverted V antennas, and a canopy setup 
with tables to display all the ARRL brochures and 
rules for Kids Day.  What was missing were the 
kids!  But there were a few, and that tells us that if 
we want to do it again next year, more time must be 
spent to let kids know more about what talking on 
Ham radio is, and how exciting it is.  But those kids 
who did talk on the radio really got a kick out of it.  
Brian and Kelly, and their friend Austin played with 
some Morse code oscillators that KE6URZ had 
built, and Larry, AD6IZ and Ray, KQ6RH helped 
the kids make a couple of contacts.  Leah, 
KE6MMU did her part that day by going out and 
rustling up the kids, whose parents asked the 
question “they still do Ham radio?”  Yes Virginia, 
there is a Santa Claus….Also helping out was 
David, KG6BZH, Christine, KF6OPU,Mark, 
W6MW, Tim,K6POI, and Gordon. 
    And we made the front page of the Glendale 
News press! 
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That’s Leah,ke6mmu showing Kelly how to use a 
handheld radio. 

 
 The kids spelling their names in Morse code. 
 

 
A clean and simple, but effective setup from Ray. 
 
èèCity of Glendale declares Ham Radio Week! 
    A thank you goes out to the City of Glendale City 
Council and Mayor for declaring June 19th thru the 
26th as Ham Radio Week in the City of Glendale.  
On Tuesday, June 21st, at the weekly council 
meeting, a proclamation was given to GEARS 
organization and the CVARC in recognition of the 

volunteer work Hams do in helping the City.  On 
hand were Jim KE6URZ, Mark, KE6ZRP, and 
Steve, N6AYF to accept the recognition. About 20 
other Hams from the all over the city were also 
there in support.  Afterwards, we celebrated with a 
gourmet dinner at Bob’s BigBoy on Glenoaks!  
 
èèField Day aftermath: 
     Field Day 2005 was a great success at Lightning 
Point.  Statistics will follow later in this report. 
     This year the ARRL added a Youth Bonus to the 
scoring in order to encourage a future generation 
into the hobby.  If 5 youth operated the group would 
get 100 points.  Unfortunately, we were unable to  
take advantage of this bonus as we only had one 
eligible youth present. 
     Band conditions were less than ideal but we still 
made some impressive contacts.  Signals were 
received and confirmed into the East Coast and up 
into British Columbia.  We used two G5RV dipoles 
up about 80 feet and a 2 element 20 meter beam up 
about 30 feet.  Once again the operation (using the 
call sign:  KO6TD) was a QRP operation.  Each 
voice contact was worth 5 points and each CW and  
Digital contact was worth 10 points. 
     We had 25 to 28 participants on Saturday, June 
25 and made a total of 324 contacts.  Those contacts 
were fairly evenly distributed between the HF 
Voice, CW/Digital, and VHF/UHF stations.  The 
HF Voice station made the most contacts but the 
CW/Digital station made the most points (due to the 
10 point factor). 
 
Here are our statistics: 
 
         Contacts:                  324 
         Total Points:           2,765 
 
Our great thanks goes out to Jim and Christine 
Olliff who dragged everything including the kitchen 
sink up to Lightning Point and prepared some 
absolutely excellent meals for a very appreciative  
group of campers/operators. 
73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org 
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Mark,KF6YAN and Gene, AE6GR working phone 

 
New faces at FD.  Herman and Brian working 6 

 
Dennis,KO6YO always shows up with something 
new.  His satellite antenna getting ready.  

 
Grillin’ up the burgers and dogs, friends old and 
new 

 
Peace and tranquility in the mountains 
.

 
One thing for sure, Hams know how to eat! Jim and 
Christine did a great job as usual. 
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Host Leah and son Eric, Mark and wife Ellie 

 
Jim is all  done with cooking, while Joe is planning 
NEXT year! 
Join us at the July meeting for lots more pictures of 
Field Day 2005.  And if you have pictures to share 
with others, please bring them along on a CD, 
DVD, or whatever you might have and we will put 
them in the computer and share them with the Club. 
    A very big “thank you” goes out to Leah, 
KE6MMU, David,KO6TD, and Mark,W6MW for 
hosting FD2005.  
  
èèSomething from a past FD: 
     Greetings from Dave Rehm - W5KKC, 
You beat me to it.  I thought of you and the CVRC 
this Field Day and had planned to send an email to 
you all, via W6MW@ARRL.NET.  
     We were in Bellingham, WA this year for Field 
Day.  This is our "home base" as we call it, as we 
are currently just traveling the country.  Last year's 
Field Day 2004, found us in Mobile, AL and as I 
toured a large aircraft carrier there, lo and behold, 
there were several ham stations set up throughout 
the ship.  It was Field Day and the local club has 
held Field Day on this ship for a number of years.  
All antennas were on the flight deck.  I was not a 

participant, just a casual observer.  It was really neat 
and the club was doing a good job of PR.  
     This year I supported the effort to copy the 
ARRL special bulletin, for 100 points, and also to 
help make a satellite contact.  We were successful at 
both.  We drove our motorhome out the field and 
copied the special bulletin on cw and rtty.  We 
made two satellite contacts on the new satellite 
recently launched by India.  
     We had a good time, but the fellowship and 
openness of the group is not to the degree as 
CVRC.  I remember fondly, the really great time I 
had at Field Day 2003 with you all.  I remember 
many of you like it was not that long ago.  Mark 
West; the very welcoming and congenial initial 
contact I had with the group.  Leah; how are those 
dogs doing?  David: that finely machined straight 
key I used is absolutely the best thing I ever placed 
my "fist" upon.  And that "Zany Red Pajamas" 
guy............Mark, keep both wheels on the ground.  
(;->].  Larry Cohen.........how is that cw speed 
coming along?  Jim:  How is GEARS doing?  That 
is a great service you are driving.  
     I wish I could remember all the folks in the 
group.  I do remember that that weekend will 
remain in my mind and heart for the rest of my life.  
     I am so glad to see that the 2003 Field Day 
pictures are still on the web site.  There I am in this 
auspicious and very memorable group. 
  
Very Best Regards;  73,88, 
Dave Rehm W5KKC & Marty W7QLT 
Editors note: Many guest and past members of the 
Club are sent e-mail and copies of the QSX so that 
they may keep in touch and see how you are all 
doing.  
  
èè  Also not with us for now: 
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     As some of you may not know, Don Hanson, 
KR6AN is recuperating from some major surgery, 
and has moved to the Phoenix area to be with his 
family.  Don has been a driving force of the Club 
for many years, and was a past President for 3 
years.  It was his efforts that got Hams involved 
with many of the City of Glendale functions, like 
the Days of Verdugos Parade, the Montrose 
Christmas Parade, the Turkey Day Run for the 
Hungry, the Fiesta Day Run on Memorial day.  Don 
was an attorney in the Glendale/Burbank area for 
many years, and was also a Glendale Superior Court 
Judge, as well as a DCS member, Glendale Red 
Cross member, Glendale JC’s member, Glendale 
DOV member, and I am sure that there are 
countless more organizations that he was/or is a 
member of.  Don was also a great friend to local law 
enforcement for the City and the Sheriff’s dept. 

     I recently had the chance to talk to him on the 2 
meter repeater just before he was released from the 
hospital and he sounded  excellent and confident.  
He told me that he was hoping that his stay in 
Phoenix would be short, and that he would be back 
in Glendale as soon as possible.  I know that we will 
miss him until that happens 
     Get well soon Don, from all of us. 
 
73, Mark, ke6zrp 
 
èèTreasurer’s Report: 
     Here is the monthly accounting from Christine, 
KF6OPU.   
 
 
 

Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement of Assets     
  As of June 30, 2005     

  CHECKING ACCOUNT   

 
Petty 
Cash 

Repeater 
Maintenance 

Fund 

General 
CVRC 
Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total 
Assets 

(Checking 
Account + 

Petty 
Cash)  

          
          
Balance @ 5/31/05 12.93 1,907.15 382.74 195.00 2,484.89 2,497.82  
          
Income from Dues      0.00   
Income from Drawing  10.00  27.00 37.00   
(Expenses)          

Repeater      0.00   
Telephone    (128.19)  (128.19)   

Roster     0.00   
Bank Charges (May)    (10.00)  (10.00)   

Newsletter      0.00   
         0.00   

Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (138.19) 0.00 (138.19)   
          

Balance @ 6/30/05 12.93 1,917.15 244.55 222.00 2,383.70 2,396.63  
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IBM is expected to announce a partnership 
Monday with CenterPoint Energy, a utility 
based in Houston, to develop broadband services 
to be delivered over electric power lines.  

The companies will open a technology center in 
Houston to test and demonstrate the technology for 
consumers and other utility providers. CenterPoint 
Energy will also set up a pilot program in about 220 
Houston homes that will run through August.  

Because power lines can carry data as well as 
electricity, utilities and broadband companies are 
hoping the technology will allow consumers to get 
high-speed Internet connections simply by plugging 
a special adapter into a wall outlet. Some utilities, 
including Con Edison in New York, have started 
offering such services on a limited basis.  

By relying on the adapters, which currently cost 
about $200 but are expected to become less 
expensive, utilities do not need to send a worker to 
install equipment. Consumers can use the adapters 
in any room with an outlet The Federal 
Communications Commission is backing the 
development of this technology in hopes of creating 
a counterweight to the cable and phone industries, 
which provide the bulk of the 36 million broadband 
lines now being used in American homes.  

The service could also be cheaply deployed in rural 
areas where phone and cable companies have not 
yet expanded.  

CenterPoint says it will be one of the first utilities to 
test new technology, including faster chips that 
roughly triple connection speeds. With these chips, 
consumers will be able to receive Internet 
connections at about 7 megabits a second, equal to 
some of the fastest speeds available from cable 
companies.  

Utilities are interested in offering broadband 
services, not only because it could help them 
generate new revenue but also because it would 
allow them to read meters remotely, pinpoint 
problems throughout their network and monitor 
power surges as they take place rather than long 
afterward.  

Utilities say they could save millions of dollars if 
they could avoid long power failures and if they did 
not have to send workers to read meters.  

"People don't understand how little the utilities can 
see of their network," said Ray Blair, vice president 
for broadband over power lines at IBM, which is 
advising CenterPoint on the project. "If your power 
goes out, they don't know about it until you call. 
This will tell them exactly where to go and what to 
fix."  

Entire contents, Copyright © 2005 The New York 
Times. All rights reserved. 

èèFCC News: 
FCC Issues Revised Form 605: 

ZCZC AG15 
QST de W1AW  
ARRL Bulletin 15 ARLB015 
From ARRL Headquarters  
Newington CT July 11, 2005 
To all radio amateurs  

SB QST ARL ARLB015 
ARLB015 FCC Issues Revised Form 605  

A revised FCC Form 605, "Quick-Form Application 
for Authorization in the Ship, Aircraft, Amateur, 
Restricted and Commercial Operator, and General 
Mobile Radio Services," has gone into effect. The 
new form is available on the FCC Web site at, 
http://www.fcc.gov/Forms/Form605/605.html. The 
new form must be used for all receipts as of July 18.  

The revised form includes a new Question 13 
(subsequent questions have been appropriately 
renumbered) that will affect amateurs applying for 
an administrative update (AU) to reflect a change in 
licensee name. Question 13 now asks: "If the 
licensee name is being updated, is the update a 
result from the sale (or transfer of control) of the 
license(s) to another party and for which proper 
Commission approval has not been received or 
proper notification not provided?" Amateur Radio 
Service applicants should always answer "no" to 
Question 13.  

Not answering the question could result in dismissal 
of an application.  

Starting with receipts of Monday, July 18, the 
FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau no 
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longer will accept an FCC Form 605 bearing an 
edition date prior to July 2005. Applicants can 
avoid filing outdated editions by submitting 
applications electronically via the Universal 
Licensing System (ULS). This change will not 
affect usage of NCVEC Form 605, that VECs and 
VE teams use.  

For additional information or assistance, visit the 
FCC Help and Support Web page at, 
http://esupport.fcc.gov/index.htm. 
NNNN 
/EX  

Source: W1AW Bulletin via the ARRL 

èèMore FCC news: 
Vanity Call Sign Application Fee to Rise: 

ZCZC AG16 
QST de W1AW  
ARRL Bulletin 16 ARLB016 
From ARRL Headquarters  
Newington CT July 11, 2005 
To all radio amateurs  

SB QST ARL ARLB016 
ARLB016 Vanity call sign application fee to rise  

The regulatory fee to apply for an Amateur Radio 
vanity call sign will go up slightly later this year, an 
FCC Order indicates. A Report and Order and 
Order On Reconsideration (R&O) in the assessment 
and collection of regulatory fees for fiscal years 
2004 and 2005 released July 7 increases the fee for 
FY 2005 to $21.90 for the 10-year license term. The 
FCC said it had adjusted FY 2004 ''payment units'' 
for each service to better reflect expected FY 2005 
payment liabilities.  

''We tied to obtain verification for these estimates 
from multiple sources and, in all cases, we 
compared FY 2005 estimates with actual FY 2004 
payment units to ensure that our revised estimates 
were reasonable,'' the FCC said in the R&O. ''Where 
appropriate, we adjusted and/or rounded our final 
estimates to take into consideration the fact that 

certain variables that impact on the number of 
payment units cannot be estimated exactly.''  

In a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in the 
proceeding last February, the Commission had 
proposed keeping the vanity call sign fee at its 
current $20.80. The fee rose from $16.30 to $20.80 
last August. A reevaluation in the number of 
anticipated vanity call sign applications--or 
''payment units''--accounts for the latest fee hike.  

The February 2004 NPRM had estimated the FCC 
would receive 8000 vanity applications during FY 
2005. The July R&O reflects a downward 
recalculation to an anticipated 7600 vanity 
applications--up only slightly from a year earlier--so 
the fee had to be raised to meet FY 2005 revenue 
requirements of $166,443.  

The FCC hopes to collect a total of more than $280 
million in regulatory fees for fiscal year 2005, as 
mandated by Congress ''to recover the regulatory 
costs associated with the Commission's 
enforcement, policy and rulemaking, user 
information, and international activities.''  

While the R&O does not specify the effective date 
of the change, this generally occurs 30 days after 
the R&O's publication in The Federal Register--
which hasn't happened yet.  

More information on vanity call signs is available 
on the ARRL Web site, 
http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/vanity.html. 
NNNN 
/EX  

Source: W1AW Bulletin via the ARRL.  
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