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 The   QSX   Newsletter  

Feb., 2005                                                                                      Volume 46,   Issue 2 
 

Calendar of Events: 
∗Feb. 10, 2005 7:30 PM at Verdugo Hills 
Hospital, 1801 Verdugo Blvd. Montrose, Ca. 
∗∗  Mar.5,2005 Next Board meeting: at Conrad's 
restaurant in La Canada. 7:30 am. 
 
 èèPresident’s Message: 
       Welcome to February and the dead of winter, 
snow piled high, freezing rain and…..oops, wrong part 
of the country!   Wow, does it get any better than this. 
      Well, first off, it was very nice to see a good 
turnout at Conrad’s for the Club’s Board meeting and 
breakfast.  We had not met since the December 
meeting, so there was a lot to discuss, and a couple of 
Board actions that took place as well.  Those will be 
covered later in the QSX.  But I do want to mention 
here that the Ham community has lost a valuable 
member, a super nice guy, and someone that was a big 
help to our Club though not an official member.   Scott 
McKeown, KE6EMI, sk and his melodic voice when 
he said his call will be missed by all. Scot was one of 
the victims of the tragic train crash of a couple of 
weeks ago in Glendale.  Our prayers are out to his 
family. 
     There has not been anything confirmed with dates 
yet as to when Larry, AD6IZ will conduct another 
Ham licensing class, but the plans are in the works for 
a March of early April date.  The place will most likely 
be the Glendale Chapter of the American Red Cross on 
Brand Blvd in Glendale.  This will be a weekend kind 
of course, 2 days only, with a VE session on the last 
day.   There will be places for Club members to 
upgrade if they so desire, but notice will have to be 
given to Mark, W6MW prior to the date.   As soon as a 
date is confirmed, it will be posted on the Club’s 
webpage. 
www.qsl.net/cvrc  and in the next issue of the QSX 
There will be a special e-mail address to register at. 
      Also coming up but not confirmed is Field Day.  
The dates for that event are June 25, and 26.  What is 
not certain right now is the location (although we are 
hopeful that Lightning Point will be available) and also 

if any of the CATS group from England will be joining 
us this year.  They will be having a meeting soon to 
discuss the possibility of them joining us.  We are 
hoping to have more information by next month. 
   Please plan on joining us this month on Feb 10, at 
the Verdugo Hill Hospital for our General meeting, 
and be prepared for the guest speaker.  I am sure that 
this will be fascinating. 7:30 pm starts the fun. 
 
73 for now 
Mark, ke6zrp 
   

èèRepeater Report: 

. Counting our Blessings 
 
     We have a blessed club and I think that it is time to 
consider the blessings and assets that the Crescenta 
Valley Radio Club possesses: 
        First, we operate two open repeaters in a very 
crowded town, not a small feat.  Many clubs could not 
get it together financially or technically to put one 
machine on the air but we have two. 
        Secondly, we have an excellent free mountaintop 
place for our repeaters.  Many groups pay $1,500 a 
year or more for just one machine.  While we have 
some constraints and requirements placed on us by our 
landlord, we have quite a big asset in our no-cost site. 
        Third, we have had a history of excellent 
technicians who designed, created, and maintained our 
repeaters with dedication and care.  I am not a 
technician and cannot take any bows in this area but I 
have worked with and do work with some extremely 
talented individuals.  Kudos to all who work on the 
systems. 
        Fourth, our user base has been relatively friendly 
and law abiding.  There have been some notable 
exceptions but we have had few problems, probably 
due to the diligence of our control operators.  Their 
care and attention to monitoring our repeaters is indeed 
a blessing and an asset to the club.  We have a 
reputation as a friendly machine because of our policy 
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of introducing ourselves and our club to new 
operators. 
        Finally, you.  You have chosen to support our 
systems with your donations and your time.  A look at 
the Repeater Fund in the Treasurer's Report will show 
that you support our repeaters readily and generously.  
You are the biggest asset that this club has and for that, 
I thank you. 
     Our repeaters continue to operate without major 
problem.  We have a noise mix on the 2 meter machine 
from time to time (involving other unknown repeaters) 
and visits from an unlicensed nuisance who is racking 
up FCC Fines in record time.  We must be patient with 
each of these situations. 
     We have moved the auto patch system to a "Single 
User" concept... instead of each member having his or 
her own User ID and Password, we have set up a 
single "Club Member" ID and password which will 
change annually (a month or so after dues time) for all 
to use.  If we find non-members using the system, we 
will change it sooner.  Make sure that you have the 
proper steps necessary to access the auto patch on 
either  repeater.  Larry (AD6IZ) can email it to you if 
you have paid your dues for this year.  Please be sure 
to identify before and after use or you might find the 
system shut down on you by one of those diligent 
individuals. 
     Please enjoy your machines... it hurts us to hear 
them so quiet.  Thanks for your support! 
 

73 de Mark 
W6MW@vidiot.org  

èGuest Speakers report:. 

 JPL's Dr. Tom Starbird will be our speaker for this 
Thursday's General Meeting.  Dr. Tom described 
himself as being on the Operations Team for NASA's 
Mars Rover Program and promises a 
Powerpoint overview of the project and an updating 
of the mission's progress and successes.  He sounds 
like a very upbeat guy... so... should be good! 
 
Cheers, Tim K6POI 
 

 
èè”Transponder Net” news: 

     On Saturday, February 05, 2005 just after the Club 
breakfast, the Transponder Net was held and there was 
very good participation on both sides of the pond, 

although there was some very creative connecting of 
radios needed.  I was not able to take notes this month 
as to who checked in on both sides, but there were 
about equal numbers of each, about 5 members of each 
Club or so.   And it seemed that maybe there were one 
or two Cats members that we have not heard for a 
while.  Great copy here on just about everyone, 
including  someone who was on duty in his official 
police  duties using a handheld!  Awsome being able 
to connect like this, as it makes getting familiar with 
each Club that much easier.  I hope that more members 
on both sides check in from time to time.  The next 
Transponder Net will be on March 5, 2005 at about 
9:15 am on the CVARC 146.025 repeater.  Hope to 
hear you there. 

73, Mark, KE6ZRP 

 
èèSunday Night Net: 
     Len, W6ZRK has been doing a great job with the 
Sunday night net, and lots of Club members have been 
checking in each week.  Along with Newsline, it is a 
great chance to get caught up with what is going on 
within the club and the Ham community.  Be sure to 
jump on the 2 meter repeater (146.025,+ 
136.5 pl) and say hello at 8:00 pm., and let us know 
what is going on with you.  Thanks Len.  
 
èèBoard news: 
     The Board met on Saturday, Feb 5, and voted to 
spend a little money on 2 very good causes.  First, as 
was mentioned earlier, Scott Mckeown, KE6EMI is 
now a silent key, but there is a memorial fund that has 
been set up for him, and the Club has voted to send $ 
100.00 to help out his family.  For those who knew 
Scott and even for those who did not, he was a very 
likable guy that helped the Club tremendously when 
we needed to run a phone line up to Mt Thom.  Scot 
was also a “train buff” and was a member of the 
Glendale model trail club.  Here is the memorial 
information: 
February 1, 2005  

 
The friends of a Moorpark man who was killed in the 
Metrolink crash in Glendale have established a 
memorial fund in his name.  
 
Scott McKeown, 42, was one of 11 people killed. He 
is survived by his wife and two children, 8 and 5.   
 
Donations can be made to the Scott McKeown 
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Memorial Fund at any Washington Mutual bank 
branch. Checks also can be sent to Scott McKeown 
Memorial Fund, Washington Mutual, 165 W. Los 
Angeles Ave., Moorpark, CA 93021 
 
     Second, the Board voted to join the 
Los Angeles Area Council of Amateur Radio Clubs. 
The Council brings together Club Representatives 

from all over the ARRL Los Angeles Section (Los 
Angeles County).  Membership in the Council is $ 
10.00 a year, and requires a delegate and an alternate.  
Christine, KF6OPU has volunteered to be the delegate, 
and Mark, KE6ZRP as the alternate.  The Council 
meets every other month, and has lists of interesting 
speakers, and gives the clubs a chance to meet with 
other clubs.  

èèSomething to do when the band is closed. 

The Amateur Radio Crossword Puzzler 
By H. Ward Silver, N0AX 

August 18, 2003 
 

"On the Road Again!"  
 

Summer is a wonderful time for throwing the radio in the car or a backpack and launching yourself into the 
great outdoors. With QSO parties, county hunters and mountain lookouts calling, this puzzle should get your 
tootsies tickled for traveling. Bon voyage!  
Ward "Hard Travelin' " Silver, N0AX, authors--among numerous other things--the Amateur Radio Crossword 
Puzzler, which appears twice a month on the ARRL Web site. He can be reached by e-mail at n0ax@arrl.net or 
by surface mail at Aetherworks Publishing, 22916 107th Ave NW, Vashon, WA, 98070.  

View/Print as a PDF file (217,607 bytes) 

 
Across  
1. Path for feet 
3. Home location while exploring (two words) 

8. Guides to the territory 
10. To staff or operate 
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11. Lighter-than-air antenna supports 
14. Prepare to throw 
16. Have an accident, go here 
17. Next to 
18. Handheld radio (abbr.) 
19. Temporary type of mount 
20. Telegrapher's laugh 
21. Directional Antenna 
24. High spot for transmitting 
26. Companion to TCP 
27. Portable shelter 
29. Route (abbr.) 
30. Between 
31. Low power (abbr.) 
33. Keeps a camper warm 
35. Not hard 
37. Informal style of travel 
38. Energy from the sun 
40. Opposite of she 
42. Following the signature 
43. A weekend without a shower results in this 
44. Activating a repeater 
46. Lightweight antennas are made of these 
48. Smallest state of the 50 
49. Relay that switches between transmit and receive 
50. State where the tall corn grows 
51. Uses the wind for lift 
53. Noise from the engine 
54. Writing stick 
55. Path for cars 
56. Boat speed (abbr.)  
Down  
1. Contains vacuum 
2. Above Sea Level (abbr.) 

3. Data rate (abbr.) 
4. Standby (CW prosign) 
5. Give off or radiate 
6. Slang for headphone 
7. My Dinner With ... 
8. Operate from a car 
9. CQ to answer ... callers 
12. Appendage used for throwing 
13. Not heavy 
14. Flexible antenna 
15. Propel fluid 
20. At a high temperature 
21. Convenient place to mount antennas on cars 
22. Give this assistance first 
23. Clear nights are ... 
25. Natural antenna supports 
28. Average 
30. End of message (CW prosign) 
31. These will be waiting for you after the expedition 
32. Sign off 
33. Rapid signal variation 
34. It is (Latin abbr.) 
36. Hikers need a good one 
39. Operator (abbr.) 
41. Unwanted picnic visitor 
43. Big mountain critter 
44. Walk in the wild 
45. Rectangular geographical division 
46. Stand by 
47. Transmit 
50. Indelible marking fluid 
52. A cat that's out wants this 

 

 
K6POI, KE6KOZ, and W6MW enjoying breakfast 
and friends. 

 

 

 

A nice turnout at the Club’s breakfast on Sat. 
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Crescenta Valley Radio Club Statement 
of Assets 

    

  As of January 31, 2005    

 CHECKING ACCOUNT    

 Petty 
Cash 

Repeater 
Maintenance 

Fund 

General 
CVRC Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

Total 
Checking 
Acct Bal 

Total Assets (Checking Account 
+ Petty Cash) 

     
     

Balance @ 12/31/04 12.93 1,907.15 848.66 0.00 2,755.81 2,768.74  
     

Income from Dues    0.00  
Income from Drawing   31.00 31.00  
(Expenses)     

Repeater    0.00  
Telephone  (45.84)  (45.84)  

QSX Newsletter    0.00  
Bank Charges (Dec)  (10.00)  (10.00)  

    0.00  
    0.00  

Total Expenses 0.00 0.00 (55.84) 0.00 (55.84)  
     

Ending Balance @ 1/31/05 12.93 1,907.15 792.82 31.00 2,730.97 2,743.90  

       

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact information: 

President    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP  818-242-1742 
VP              Dave Break, KE6KOZ 
Secretary    Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Treasurer    Christine Olliff, KF6OPU 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Member Lg. Len Davis, W6ZRK 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
E-mail      cvradio@hotmail.com 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


