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President, Mike 

Lichtman, KF6KXG 

 Prez Sez Jan 2014 

  

  Prez Sez  

      February 2014 

  I enjoy working DX with 

100 watts, but to work DX with 

QRP power is really exciting. 

When I talked to Fiji and later the 

Ukraine with only 12 watts of SSB  

power I  

really felt a sense of 

accomplishment. QRP is like that.  

Get things working right and you 

get hooked. 

 On January 18th we held our 

first QTP field day at Montrose 

Park. Even though it turned out 

not to be the best for propagation, 

we still learned from the 

experience. I think next time we 

will pick a location with more 

height and be on top of the 

mountain and not up against it.  
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 Speaking of QRP, our 

speaker for the February meeting 

will be Don Minkoff who will be 

talking about QRP. Here is some 

of Don’s background. 
Don Minkoff – NK6A, was first licensed as a 
Novice in 1959 as WV6HYF at the age of 12. 
Don also held the call sign WA6IYK previous to 
1982.  He earned his Extra Class  in 1982. Don 
was drawn to chasing DX and contesting in the 
early 80’s but found that operating with 5W 
was also a fun challenge plus a quick route to 
winning certificates for contesting. The Heathkit 
HW8 was his entry into low power and portable 
operation in 1980.  Later an Argonaut 509, 515 
and another Heathkit, HW9, followed him home 
and outdoors. Taking a radio on camping 
vacations was as natural as packing a fishing 
rod.  Staying in touch with friends and making 
new friends were possible while operating at a 
camp spot high in the Sierras or up in the 
Canadian Rockies. Smaller and lighter radios 
were built and taken on many hiking trips and 
even a cruise down the St. Lawrence Seaway. 
He prefers CW but is known to get on SSB and 
even digital modes as well. Enjoying the 
outdoors and hiking seemed like a natural for 
participating in SOTA events.  Don continues 
to be active in contesting and chasing DX but 
is drawn to the great outdoors, taking small, 
lightweight radios and antennas to mountain 
tops and also working stations as a chaser.  He 
will present information on unplugging from the 
shack and taking your radio outdoors plus 
information on Summits on the Air, North 
America.  

       In addition to QRP, I have 

been busy experimenting with 

some home-built antennas. My 

latest one is a fan dipole that 

covers four bands -  20,15,10, and 

6. A couple of nights ago, I was 

playing around on You Tube 

looking at some videos on 

antennas and came across this one. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KHzsKYsZL0  
By the time you read this I will 

have it in the air (and hopefully) 

working. Antenna construction is 

an area where the ham can still 

have a lot of fun and keep the cost 

low.  

 On another note, Larry 

AD6IZ emailed about a speaker he 

knew about for our May meeting. 

I really appreciate it when 

members help me out with 

locating speakers. If you know of 

anyone who you think would be 

an interesting speaker, please let 

me know (Hint, Hint) Even letting 

me know topics you are interested 

in would help me in arranging 

speakers for future meetings.  

     I will leave you with 

something to think about. When 

Heathkit first started, what was 

their first “kit” or product? 

 73 and see you at the 

meeting, 

     Mike 

KF6KXG 
 

 

Transponder Net news: 

     There was no Transponder Net 

for the month of February. Mark, 

W6MW was travelling, but 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KHzsKYsZL0
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hopefully will be there for the 

March net. 

 

 

Sunday night Nets: 

     Please do not forget that every 

Sunday at 7:55 pm there is the “no 

chit chat “net on the Clubs 

445.680 Mhz repeater (minus, 

136.5 pl)  Check in with your 

name and call sign only.  This will 

make sure that your radio is 

working. Then tune to the Clubs 

146.025 Mhz repeater (minus, 

136.5 pl) for the “whats going on” 

net at 8:00 pm.  Here you get to 

tell us what went on with you for 

the past week and what you would 

like to share with the Club.  These 

nets are usually hosted by Ed, 

KD6TAV but might also be 

hosted by anyone that would like 

to run a net. Don’t be mike shy, 

just jump in there and say let me 

run the net tonight.  It really is fun. 

ISS CubeSat Deployment, 'Ham 

Video' Commissioning 

Postponed: 

ZCZC AS01  

QST de W1AW  

Space Bulletin 001 ARLS001 

>From ARRL Headquarters  

Newington, CT February 7, 2014 

To all radio amateurs 

SB SPACE ARL ARLS001 

ARLS001 ISS CubeSat 

Deployment, "Ham Video" 

Commissioning Postponed 

Two Amateur Radio-related 

activities aboard the International 

Space Station have been 

postponed. The deployment of 

Amateur Radio CubeSats planned 

for February 6 has been put off, 

and a new date has not yet been 

announced. NASA reported that 

astronaut Koichi Wakata, 

KC5ZTA, this week installed a 

deployer mechanism that will be 

used in concert with the Kibo 

robotic arm to release the first set 

of CubeSats. He ran into difficulty 

last week installing some related 

electronics, delaying the CubeSat 

deployments. NASA now wants to 

make sure the CubeSats do not fall 

into the intended orbit of the 

Global Precipitation Measurement 

satellite, which goes into space 

later this month. 

The CubeSats were aboard the 

Cygnus freighter that launched 

from Virginia's Eastern Shore 
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January 9. Since arriving, the 

CubeSats have been awaiting 

deployment by the Kibo robotic 

arm. The satellites include 

Lithuania's first two satellites - 

LituanicaSat-1 and LitSat-1 - as 

well as ArduSat-2, UAPSat-1, and 

the 915 MHz SkyCube. 

LituanicaSat-1 carries a 145/435 

MHz FM transponder, while 

LitSat-1 will have a 435/145 MHz 

linear SSB/CW transponder. The 

Kaunas University of Technology 

developed LituanicaSAT-1, while 

the Lithuanian Space Federation 

developed LitSat-1. Mineo 

Wakita, JE9PEL, has posted 

details of these and other Amateur 

Radio satellites due for 

deployment this month at, 

http://www.amsat.org/amsat/archi

ve/amsat-

bb/10day/msg101271.html . 

Meanwhile, the European Space 

Agency has postponed the 

commissioning of the "Ham 

Video" system aboard the ISS 

Columbus module, which had 

been set to start this week as well. 

ARISS-Europe Chairman Gaston 

Bertels, ON4WF, said the four 

commissioning steps most likely 

will take place on weekend dates 

in March, and that a couple of the 

steps may be combined to 

condense the process. 

"The agenda is still to be 

finalized," he said. NASA 

astronaut Mike Hopkins, KF5LJG, 

was to have installed the Ham TV 

equipment this week and 

connected the 2.4 GHz transmitter 

to the ARISS 41 antenna already 

installed on Columbus. NASA 

reported that Hopkins spent much 

February 6 in the Tranquility 

module troubleshooting the carbon 

dioxide removal assembly there. 

Hopkins also will be involved 

with the Ham Video 

commissioning process. 

Once operational, the Ham Video 

transmitter will be used for ARISS 

educational contacts with schools 

in Europe. There are no immediate 

plans to deploy downlink video 

for US ARISS, in part because no 

North American ground stations 

have been planned. 

ARRL Field Day Information 

Packet now Available: 

The 2014 Field Day 

http://www.arrl.org/field-day 

packet 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field

http://www.amsat.org/amsat/archive/amsat-bb/10day/msg101271.html
http://www.amsat.org/amsat/archive/amsat-bb/10day/msg101271.html
http://www.amsat.org/amsat/archive/amsat-bb/10day/msg101271.html
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/Field%20Day%20Packet%202014%20v1.pdf
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-

Day/2014/Field%20Day%20Packe

t%202014%20v1.pdf is now 

available. ARRL Field Day 

http://www.arrl.org/field-day is 

the most popular on-the-air event. 

It takes place each year in the US 

and Canada on the fourth weekend 

in June, when thousands of radio 

amateurs gather with their clubs, 

in groups, with friends, or by 

themselves to operate "in the 

field" to simulate an emergency 

communication situation. 

In 2013, the ARRL received more 

than 2500 Field Day entries, 

representing participation by more 

than 36,000 radio amateurs who 

completed in excess of 1.2 million 

individual contacts on CW, phone, 

and digital modes. 

Field Day 2014 is June 28-29, and 

it's not too early to start planning. 

The Field Day Locator 

http://www.arrl.org/field-day-

locator will help you find a Field 

Day site near you. Rules in 

Spanish 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field

-

Day/2014/2014_Rules_Spanish.pd

f also are available. E-mail 

fdinfo@arrl.org ARRL 

Headquarters for more 

information, or call 860-594-0236. 

Source: 

The ARRL Letter  

Useful Link: 

http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.co

m/ 

Easy to check out what time it is 

in other cities around the world.  

No calculations!! 

The Glass is Half Full: 

The optimist says that it is half 

full, 

The pessimist says that it is half 

empty, 

The engineer says that the glass is 

twice as big as it needs to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/Field%20Day%20Packet%202014%20v1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/Field%20Day%20Packet%202014%20v1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/Field%20Day%20Packet%202014%20v1.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/field-day
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/2014_Rules_Spanish.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/2014_Rules_Spanish.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/2014_Rules_Spanish.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/Field-Day/2014/2014_Rules_Spanish.pdf
mailto:fdinfo@arrl.org
http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/
http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/
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Contact information: 

President    Mike Lichtman, KF6KXG, 818 956-      

5878 

VP              Mark Gershen, KF6YAN 

Secretary    (not filled yet) 

Treasurer    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 

Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 

Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 

Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 

Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-842-0372 

Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 
91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 

http://www.qsl.net/cvrc

