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President, Mike Lichtman, KF6KXG 

Prez Sez for June 2013 

 
 The really great thing about radio as a hobby 

is the vast number of areas to explore. Before I got 

my General and  Extra Class licenses I became 

interested in the antique side of the hobby. At the 

May meeting I screened two episodes of a five part 

video to give everyone a taste of antique radio 

history and restoration. At future meetings we will 

finish the series.    

 Why is antique radio so fascinating? Well, 

for one, unlike modern surface mount circuits, you 

can actually see and hold the parts without 

magnifying lenses and tweezers. Another reason is 

the mystique of getting sound out of a radio created 

fifty plus years ago. It’s neat to experience how the 

radios worked “back then”, just as it is to drive an 

antique car.  

  If you have never fixed or restored a radio 

give it a try. Start with a broadcast band five tube 
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radio from the fifties. A good book to get you 

started is  “The All American Five Radio” by 

Richard McWhorter, Sonoran Publishing. Just 

remember you are dealing with high voltage and the 

first time it is good to have an experienced person 

“show you the ropes”. There are several members 

of our club who have experience and would be 

willing to show others. All you have to do is ask at 

a meeting.  

 The antique radio video at the May meeting 

was a replacement for our scheduled speaker, Dr. 

Dusan Petrac from JPL who became ill and was not 

able to present. I contacted him and rescheduled for 

our July meeting. 

 The upcoming June meeting was originally 

scheduled to be all about Field Day. Yes, we will 

focus on that, but Eric Christensen (from HRO) told 

us he was going to THE Dayton convention and on 

a special tour of Voice of America facilities. I 

immediately asked him if he would take pictures 

and share them with us. He said he would try and 

hopefully those of us who cannot get to Dayton will 

finally be able to see what it is like.    

 I just received an email from Larry AD6IZ. 

The club is on the Glendale City Council agenda for 

Tuesday, June 18th at 6:00. We will be receiving a 

proclamation of Ham Radio Week in Glendale. It 

will be on the second floor of city hall. There is a 

parking garage on the north side of city hall off of 

Wilson. Please arrive early for seating and parking. 

We need members there to make a “good showing”. 

If you have never seen how our city operates, this 

will be opportunity.  

  See everyone at the meeting. 

 

 73 Mike KF6KXG 

 

 

Donated Ham stuff: 

Well, the donations just keep coming in to the Club.  

I mentioned last month that we (the Club) had been 

contacted to see if they were interested in being 

given a pretty new Motorola UHF repeater.  And of 

course, we said yes.  Well, it turns out there were 2 

units available, both of them the same.  So last 

month, I went over to Nestle Corporation and met 

with Joe Pardo, had lunch in their wonderful lunch 

facility ( more like a real restaurant) and picked up 

the repeaters and took them home.  I will be 

bringing one to the Club meeting this Thursday to 

give to David, KO6TD so that he can check them 

out and let us know if they can be programmed for 

our use.  They both are missing the 440 duplexer 

cavities. 

But we also had a donation to the Club by a local 

Ham who was moving out of the area and wanted to 

donate his old equipment.  So we are now in 

possession of a Swan C350 transceiver with power 

supply, mike, and key.   

Want to buy something/need help:  

Mike has suggested that at each meeting time be 

given for anyone to speak up about something that 

they might need, or help with something Ham 

related.  Already, several Club members have 

mentioned that they have items to sell. Take a 

moment if you have items and make a list so that 

we can mention them at each meeting. If you are in 

need of some help with a problem, chances are that 

some Club member might be able to help with just 

the right information or piece of equipment you 

need.  So please speak up, we want to hear from 

you.  

Sunday Night Nets: 

Remember to check into our 2 nets on Sunday night 

beginning at 7:50 pm on the 445.680 repeater for 

the “no chit chat” net. Just give your name and call 

sign and you are done.  And you just tested your 

radio to make sure everything is working. The net 

ends at 7:59 pm. Followed by the “what’s going on” 

net on the 146.025 repeater. This net lasts til there 

are no more check ins, but here we get to hear from 

you about what has been going on. This can be Ham 

related, or just personal stuff you want to share with 

us. And it also gives you a chance to exercise that 

old 2 meter radio.  Your net host is Ed, KD6TAV 

and he does a great job at net control.  See you 

there! 

News from our Italian Friend and former Club 

member: 

Just to get you a little more jealous about my radio 

shack :), here's my antenna farm, along a windom 

for the 80-40-20-10 meters and several mono band 

dipoles. 

 

The big delta (still unfinished) is a mono band for 

the 17meters, the little one for the 2meters. As you 
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see from pictures, the little pyramid down below is 

the new roof window (not sure about the name, 

usually is just flat) that keeps light from coming in, 

but holds the antenna as well! Isn't it a marvelous 

idea? 

 

On the electronic side, having some programming 

background I've been working on the Arduino 

platform for a little and the latest (still unfinished 

but functional is the adaptation of 24V power 

supply into some adjustable voltage intrinsically 

secure. Quite happy of what has turned out so far, 

I'm still envious of those who can actually *design* 

an electronic circuit other than barely understanding 

how it works... 

 

 

Hope to have news from you soon. Are you up for 

Field Day? 

After long years, we're probably heading to the 

mountain for an overnight radio session the last 

Friday of May. We might try to schedule an 

appointment, we'll certainly have something on 

10meters, especially if that's a matter to talk to 

you!!! 

 

 

Your crazy and inventive friend in Italy! 

Michelle, KG6WMZ. 
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Contact information: 

President    Mike Lichtman, KF6KXG, 818 956-      

5878 

VP              Mark Gershen, KF6YAN 

Secretary    (not filled yet) 

Treasurer    Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 

Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 

Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 

Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 

Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-842-0372 

Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 

91011 

Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


