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 The   QSX   Newsletter 

 

Oct 2011

  

                                                     Volume 52,   Issue 10 
 

Calendar of Events: General club meeting: 
Oct. 13, 2011. 7:30 pm, 4th floor, council room D 
Verdugo Hills Hospital, Montrose Ca 
1801 N. Verdugo Blvd. Montrose,  

 
Prez Sez 

 
 
PREZ SEZ 10/11/11 
 
     We begin with the sad acknowledgement of the 
passing of Jim Olliff, KE6URZ, SK, who departed 
on September fifteenth. Stoic and unflinching over 
years of struggle, Jim lost the battle but was in the 
end, relieved of the ravages of the war. A moving 
service was held at Forest Lawn. Joe Pardo shared 
that a recollection and testimonial was presented to 
the City Council on the Tuesday prior to the service. 
In addition to his staunch support of club activities, 
Jim was a major force in GEARS. If you are 
somewhat new to the club, you may not have 
known that in years past, Jim and Christine 
cooked—catered—Field Day food for the entire 

CVRC in the wilds of Lightning Point. We send our 
best to Christine, the strength behind the strength. 
Deep breath. 
     Our October meeting will feature an update on 
the legal status surrounding restrictions to amateur 
antennas. The current thinking is that private deed 
restrictions (CCRs) carry more weight than (maybe) 
a local ordinance. You will learn about a federal 
law, PRB-1, if you aren’t already aware, and find 
out what if anything, is brewing in California. 
With the November meeting being our annual gear 
update [Toy Story ‘11]  from Eric and HRO, it’s 
already time to figure out where we are going to 
obtain a turkey for the Holiday Party, now that our 
old Conrad’s is gone. 
 
73 de Mark, KF6YAN 
 

 DUES are DUE: 

     It seems that I forgot to put this very important 
notice in last month’s newsletter, but your 
membership dues are due by the end of  THIS 
month to be eligible for the Holiday Party gift 
certificate drawing.  $ 30.00 for a single 
membership, and $ 40.00 for the entire family of 
Hams. Mail your check in to CVARC, P.O. Box 
854, La Canada, Ca 91011 right away, or bring you 
dues to the upcoming meeting  in person.  Either 
way, please do not forget. 
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James W. Olliff, 64, passed away on 
September 15, 2011 after a valiant 
three-year battle with cancer. With 
the exception of the four years he 
served in the U.S. Air Force, Jim was 
a lifelong Glendale, CA resident.  
 

Jim, call sign KE6URZ was the driving 
force behind GEARS, the Glendale 
Emergency Auxiliary Radio Service.  He 
was also a member of the Crescenta 
Valley Radio Club since earning his 
license. 
 
GEARS is a volunteer organization of 
FCC licensed amateur radio operators 
and others who provide their own 
equipment and time to work with the 
City's Emergency Operations Center. 
 
In the mid 1990's, Jim was instrumental 
in the “rebooting” of the organization 
which had stagnated for over a decade 
and he served as Assistant City Radio 
Officer, a non-paid position.  He 
developed training programs and 
organized amateur radio operators into 
teams of first responders for emergencies 
and events in the City. Jim's hard work 
developed a group of well-trained 
operators who were able to communicate 
information quickly and efficiently. 
 
GEARS members assisted the Police 
Department with backup communication 
during the infamous “Y2K” event of 
1999-2000, providing a means to contact 
police officers if the computer-based 
professional digital radio systems had 
encountered any software issues. 
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In early 2001, road construction crews 
accidentally dug up the main telephone 
lines going into and out of Glendale 
Memorial Hospital effectively isolating 
them from the rest of the world.  Hospital 
Director of Security, Steve Storbakken, a 
licensed “ham operator” jumped on the 
radio and asked if anyone could help out.  
He later said the result was “like kicking 
an anthill” as amateur radio operators 
began to stream in with equipment, 
batteries and in some cases their own 
food!  For 10 hours, GEARS members 
communicated messages to and from 
hospital personnel using a telephone 
connected to the radio at the top of Mt. 
Thom in Glendale.  One “Code Blue” 
event was assisted via radio during the 
operation. This response occurred 
because Jim trained GEARS members to 
keep a “go-bag” of equipment ready for 
use at a moment's notice. 
 
In 2002, Jim now City Radio Officer – 
another voluntary position - added 
another layer to the emergency 
communication mix: video.  At a 
“Chemical Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Drill” in August of that year, GEARS 
operated 7 amateur television cameras in 
and around the Nestle building, 
transmitting pictures and sound to the 
Emergency Operations Center using 
borrowed and amateur-owned equipment.  
The ability to see the events unfolding at 
disasters provided EOC personnel with 
an extremely powerful means of 
evaluating and prioritizing requests for 
resources.  As a result two years later the 
City made a purchase of some of this 

equipment enabling GEARS members to 
establish live video feeds within an hour 
or two of an emergency. 
 
One of Jim's loves was ARRL Field Day.  
He and his wife Christine provided great 
assistance to the CVRC Operation at 
Lightning Point Campground by planning 
and preparing meals.  He also planned the 
power distribution grid and used 
connectors that he designed for 
interfacing batteries and solar panels with 
radios and computers. 
 
Jim patented those connectors and found 
a line of quick connection devices for use 
in emergency, base and mobile setups.  
His Red-D connectors utilized Anderson 
PowerPole connectors but allowed 
multiple pieces of gear to be plugged 
easily into one power feed.   
 
Jim's hard work  has made Glendale a 
safer and better place to live.  His loss 
will be felt by his wife Christine, his 
father Al, brother Don and the many 
members of the Crescenta Valley Radio 
Club and the Glendale Emergency 
Auxiliary Radio Service, GEARS. His 
planning and organizational skills laid the 
groundwork for a very useful, helpful and 
skilled set of operators who are anything 
but amateur – they are professionals at 
what they do.  We owe a great debt of 
thanks to James Olliff, KE6URZ who is 
now a Silent Key.  73 Jim!   We will miss 
you!  Thank you. 
 

 
 
 
 



4 

 
Guest Speaker: 

 
This month’s guest speaker will be Marty Woll, 
N6VI, and will be speaking about Antenna 
restrictions and stealth antennas.  This should be a 
great topic for many of us. 
 
Thanks Tim, K6POI 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hey C.V. C.E.R.T. 
 

Were having 2 classes 
1. CV CERT will be providing a free-of-charge 
amateur radio training class Oct. 22nd and Oct. 
23rd. Getting your ham radio license has never been 
easier. There is no longer a Morse Code 
requirement and you only need to answer 26 of 35 
mulitple choice questions (75%) to pass the test! 
Radios are cheaper then ever, with some priced as 
low as $55.00. 
Here are the details: 
When: Saturday, Oct. 22nd and Sunday Oct. 23rd 
Where: CV Sheriffs Station at 4554 Briggs Ave in 
La Crescenta 
Here is the schedule: 
Saturday 
9:15 - Check in 
9:30 - Class begins 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 - 4:00 Class 
Sunday 

9:30 - 12:00 Class 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
1:00 - 4:00 Class 
Mr. Larry Cohen of the Crescenta Valley Radio 
Club will be instructing the class. He has requested 
that all members taking the class purchase (or 
borrow) in advance the following book: ARRL's 
Tech Q&A 5th Edition (about $18.00 plus tax). You 
can purchase the book online or at the Ham Radio 
Outlet in Burbank. It's fun place to visit and see 
some amazing high tech radio gear. Their website is 
http://www.hamradio.com/locations.cfm?storeid=5  
So what are you waiting for? Send an email if you 
are planning to attend, then get the book and spend 
a little time studying before class begins. The 
material is pretty basic and I'm sure you'll find 
much of it very interesting. If you have any 
questions, please send them to Steve Gustafson at 
kj6ard@arrl.net  
  
2. Were having our BASIC CERT CLASS from 
Oct. 22nd - Oct. 29th. Please contact all your 
friends, relatives and neighbors and tell them to sigh 
up with Lisa and I. I will be teaching the class again 
and we will have a Refresher Drill on Saturday the 
28th. 
We encourage all CV CERTS to come Saturday the 
29th to brush up on your skills. Team Captains, will 
need you help on the 29th as well. Were looking to 
have our biggest cla ss yet. 

You may contact Lisa at 818-249-8378  or 
email at midnightscout@sbcglobal.net or Paul at 

818-249-7917 . 
Thank you, 
Paul and Lisa  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
After several months of technical problems and 
various interference, we held a Transponder Net on 
Saturday, October 1.  While things weren't perfect, 
they went well enough to communicate and we 
hope to replace some radios and improve the 

experience for all. 
 
Participants in this month's Net included: 
 
U.K.                                                U.S 
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G3ZMF - Frank                            AD6IZ - Larry 
G8JAC - Andy                              KE6ZRP - Mark 
G0OLZ - Denis                             W6MW - Mark 
 
We hope to have things running better next month.  
The UK changes their clocks back ahead of the US 
so the net will be held at 9:15AM in LA and 16:15 
in the UK for November only.  Then we should be 

back on track again. Until next month, 73!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Busiest man on Sunday nights: 

 
 
If you have checked into the 2 Sunday night nets lately, 
then you know how busy Ed, KD6TAV is running the 
“No chit chat net” on the Club’s 445.680 repeater at 7:50 

til 7:59 pm, and the “What’s going on net” at 8:00 pm on 
the 146.025 repeater.  Sometimes, he runs the nets while 
he is mobile coming back from some event earlier in the 
day, but somehow he manages to get everyone involved 
and talking.  We get lots of check ins from non Club 
members as well.  Listen up on Sunday nights and join It  
is always good to test your radios, and more importantly, 
to test your radio skills. 
Thanks Ed, always a great job done. 

 
Special Olympcis  fall games has been growing in size 
and we have been asked to help out with 
communications for it this year. The date will be 
November 12 and 13 7:30am to 4:00pm in Fountain 
Valley. Below is the registration instructions for 
anybody able to help also send me an email as well so I 
can update my list. Make sure to register as Scran 
communications so they don't put you in the general 
volunteer pool. Hams are special:) 
 
Most of the venues will make use of a two meter HT, but 
there is one location that may need a mobil cross band 
repeater so let me know if you have that equipment. 
Many dual band mobiles will do it, but it might mean 
dusting off the manual 
 
Mark KE6TNM 
 
 
Below is a template for your key volunteers with step-
by-step instructions on how to register for Fall Games. 
 
Please forward this email to all your key volunteers who 
are NOT listed on the GOC Roster to register for your 
venue shifts. This will ensure that they receive the 
proper credentials for your venue. 
 
Please contact me directly if you have any questions are 
concerns. 
 

Thank you, 
 
 
Volunteer Recruitment 
 
Below is a template recruitment email for you to send to 
your team. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------- 
 
SAMPLE RECRUITMENT EMAIL 
 
[cid:image001.jpg@01CC739E.EBE12690] 
 
 
Dear Games Organiz ing Committee, 
 
Please join us for this unforgettable weekend as Special 
Olympics athletes experience joy and inspire greatness. 
 
To join our team as a Fall Games volunteer, please 
follow the below registration instructions. 
 
Online Registration Deadline is NOVEMBER 4TH 
 
Click on this link: <http://www.sosc.org/fallgames> 
www.sosc.org/fallgames<http://www.sosc.org/fallgames
> 
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  1.  Under the Volunteer header, click on “become a 
volunteer” then click on “Group Volunteers” 
 
 
  1.  Please read Step 1 – 3 for volunteer guidelines. 
 
 
  1.  Click on “register online to become a volunteer” 
after Step 3 to start your registration process. 
 
 
  1.  Under Group Name, select < Games Organizing 
Committee > from the drop down menu. Type in < 
GOCfg2011 > as the password. 
 
 
  1.  Please ONLY register with the name that appears on 
your ID in order to verify your identity otherwise you 

will not be allowed to check-in. 
 
 
  1.  Fill out ALL sections on the registration form - be 
sure to click the “General Consent” box and double 
check your entries. 
 
 
  1.  Select your assigned shift per your venue manager. 
 
Registration is complete!  A confirmation of your 
assignment will automatically be emailed to you with 
contain general volunteer information, day of 
instructions, driving and parking directions to each 
venue.  Children under 14 are unable to register as a 
volunteer, but are welcome to cheer on the athletes. 
 
Thanks for helping our team make a difference in the 
lives of Special Olympics athletes.

 
 
 
 
Hello! 
 
Hi Mark. I hope this email finds you doing 
wonderful!! My name is Keira Henninger, and I 
am the race director of an event in Griffith Park 
called "Griifith Park Trail Half Marathon". The 
website is: http://griffihtparktrailruns.com/ 
 
I was hoping to be able to get some folks from 
your ham club to work ham communications at my 
race. I have four aid stations that would need 
coverage, and of course net control at the 
start/finish line which is in the park at the corner of 

Vermont & commonwealth. The race starts Sat 
Nov 12th @ 830am, and ends at 2pm. I am 
available most Sundays in October to show you 
locations in the park for the aid stations, and test if 
communications are 100%. I am pretty sure all will 
be ok as it's in downtown Los Angeles, and not in 
the middle of the Forest or anything...LOL... 
 
Thanks so much Mark, and have an amazing day!! 

 
Keira Henninger 
Leona Divide 50LLC 
949 322~2048

 
 
 
 
 
Financial stuff: 
 

 
Michael, KF6KXG keeps the books straight.   
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Item Petty Cash 

Repeater 
Maintenance 

Fund 
General 

CVRC Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

TOTAL 
CHECKING 
ACCOUNT 
BALANCE 

Total of 
Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash  

Balance @ $20.81 $1,797.09 $1,168.01 $142.00 $3,107.10 $3,127.91  

Income from Dues    $140.00  $140.00 $140.00  

Donations to General 
Fund     $0.00 $0.00  

 Income From Drawing     $0.00 $0.00  

     $0.00 $0.00  

     $0.00 $0.00  

TOTAL INCOME $20.81 $1,797.09 $1,308.01 $142.00 $3,247.10 $3,267.91  

(EXPENSES)     $0.00 $0.00  

Telephone (Sept)   $31.95  $31.95 $31.95  

Bank Charges      $0.00 $0.00  

P.O. Mailbox Rental 
(1yr)   $42.00  $42.00 $42.00  

     $0.00 $0.00  

     $0.00 $0.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES $0.00 $0.00 $73.95 $0.00 $73.95 $73.95  
        

BALANCE @  $20.81 $1,797.09 $1,234.06 $142.00 $3,173.15 $3,193.96  

      
Total 

Assets   

SAVINGS ACCOUNT   $50.00   $3,243.96  

        
 
 
 
Contact information: 
President    Mark Gershen, KF6YAN, 818 241-2212 
VP              Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Secretary    Walter Bonazza, W6NYW 
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Treasurer    Mike Lichtman,KF6KXG 
Repeater     Dave Bellinger, KO6TD 
Trustee        Larry Cohen, AD6IZ 
Trustee        Mark West, W6MW 
Editor           Mark Kanzler, KE6ZRP 818-242-1742 
Mail:  CVARC, P.O. Box 854, La Canada, Ca 91011 
Website:   www.qsl.net/cvrc 

 


