
1 

 The   QSX   Newsletter 

 

May. 2010       

  

                                                     Volume 51,   Issue 5 
 

Calendar of Events: May 13, 2010 General 
meeting, 7:30 pm.  Verdugo Hills Hospital, 1801 

Verdugo Blvd.  Montrose, Ca   

 
 
?May 2010 PREZ SEZ: 
OMG it's May already!! 
  
The news is beginning to pile up as we near Field 
Day.  
1. We have either one or both HF stations in 
almost-readiness for the event. That leaves 
resolution of a VHF/UHF station the remaining 
major piece of radio-readiness. 
2. Ray has obtained the solar energy provider who 
spoke to the club some time back. To recall, it's 
the trailer-mounted apparatus that you tow,deploy, 
and it tracks the sun! At the same time, its 
batteries are contained within the trailer, so it 
looks neat, without our usual mess of panels, 
batteries and so forth scattered around. 
3. We have designed and ordered a new club 
banner specifically designed for Field Day.It 
proclaims in large type that whether fire, flood or 
earthquake, "Personal Emergency Radio" will be 
working still. The 8-foot banner has a 2-foot 
companion that shows a large arrow, and it's 
reversible so it can be placed to the right or left 
for guiding visitors. Really cool. Thanks to the 
club for input, and especially to Larry, Flo and 

Ellie for shaking out the wording and to Larry for 
finding the right graphics house. The ARRL 
provided the image file for the "When All Else 
Fails" graphic at 500+ megabits so it should print 
crisply. Delivery in two weeks; initial unveiling at 
the June breakfast. 
4. This just in: the specter of the IRS cast a dark 
shadow across our path as it appeared--due to an 
announcement from ARRL--that clubs like ours 
might be in violation of certain rules regarding 
filings with the Fed that maintain our tax exempt 
status. However, thanks to the diligence of our 
new treasurer KXG, our treasurer emeritus OPU 
and Veep Larry, it was once again confirmed that 
nothing's broke and we don't owe nobody nothin'. 
Good work and an "atta-person" for a quick 
resolution. On the other hand, we are NOT in line 
for any Stimulus Funds, as far as can be 
determined, so we will be unable to contribute to 
the statistics for funds actually accomplishing 
something.  
5. It's ironic that having started the 440 weekly net 
to populate the frequency against incursions and 
to serve as a lead- in to the 2meter net, that there 
are sometimes more check- ins on 440 than 2 
meters in the same evening. Come on, let's hear 
you check in with Ed on 2. 
6 OK!  Thazzit for now. Get your station stuff 
together for June. 
 
73 KF6YAN 



2 

 
 
 
?  
 
 ?Sunday Night Net: 
      
Ed, KD6TAV is the host of the Sunday Night Net 
on the Club’s repeaters.  Yes, that is plural, 
REPEATERS .  At approx. 7:50 pm on Sunday, 
Ed hosts the No Chit Chat Net on the Clubs 
445.680 – 136.5PL repeater so that you can check 
to make sure your 440 radio is working.  Then 
later at 8:00 pm on Sunday, he hosts the Sunday 
Night Net on the Clubs 146.025 – 136.5 pl 
repeater.  This net is longer, and usually includes 
informing those listening of up coming events, 
and for general information about Club members. 
Please join Ed each week for these nets, they are 
fun and help keep the repeaters active. 
 
 ?  Something from Ray, AD6RJ: 
 

Linearly Loaded Loops (Part 4) 
by 

Ray Jurgens 
 

Originally I set out to simply break down the 
design guide for linearly loaded loops into a few 
parts, but after looking over the pieces, I found 
that there is something more to be learned here.  
The original design guides were a supplement to 
the web site that extended the material so as an 
enterprising ham could continue the development 
or extend the designs to other bands and 
environments.  I also assumed that the user would 
have considerable experience building antennas 
based on data given in the ARRL handbook and 
the Antenna Book.  However, currently I am 

interested in a broader audience that includes new 
hams who might find the up-coming increase in 
solar activity an adventure in the HF Bands.  
Toward that end, I am adding information 
expanding the original guides with more 
background material. 
 
 
Philosophy: 
 
Practically all of the material presented here 
addresses wire-beams and relatively stealth 
designs that could be considered portable.  Just 
what constitutes a wire beam can be debated, as 
some are not beams but relatively omni-
directional radiators.  Thus, I am considering a 
somewhat broader definition of the wire beam to 
include any antenna that is made up of wire 
supported by an insulating structure.  In most 
cases the structure is mostly fiberglass rods and 
tubes with other plastic parts made from Nylon or 
PVC.  A collection of such parts might be thought 
of as TinkerToys for hams.  Such kits might be 
able to be combined in various ways to form a 
wide variety of antennas.  For example, if you 
build up a 6 meter 5 element Yagi using 
aluminum tubes, you have essentially one antenna 
that may be difficult to assemble, erect, and 
disassemble or modify.  On the other hand, a 
small collection or more general parts can be used 
to build up several standard structures that each 
can support a variety of wire configurations with 
various properties and antenna patterns.  This, in 
its self, may provide a recreational adventure for 
those of us who like to build. 
 
So, here’s some typical parts and applications : 
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Figure 1 

A Collection of Nylon and Metal Collars Used to 
Connect Guy Lines 

 
 

 

 
Figure 2 

 
Using a Collar to 
Compress a Slit 

Fiberglass Tube and 
Secure a 

Connection Block 
 
 

 
Figure 3 

 
A Hub Made of  PVC Supporting Four Fiberglass 

Spreaders 
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Figure 4 
A Loop Set Up for Testing 

 

 
 

Figure 5 

A Reflected M Beam for 15 Meters 
 
 

 
Figure 6 
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Mobile Whip Fed Against 4 Radials and 
Supported by a Tripod 

The Quickie Vertical for 10 m,  (See web-site: 
antenna-magic.com) 

 
 

A few pictures are worth a few thousand words. 
 
73 till next month, 
 
Ray, AD6RJ 
 
 
  
?Guest Speaker: 
Courtney Duncan, n5bf/6 will be the guest 
speaker for this month’s meeting, and will be 
discussing EVE using Ham equipment, and DSP 
to help increase the gain levels needed for 
successful QSO. 
 
Thanks Ray, AD6RJ 
 

 
?April 5, 2010  

Only a few years ago, blogs listed ham radio 
alongside 35 mm film and VHS tape as 
technologies slated to disappear.  

They were wrong.  

Nearly 700,000 Americans have ham radio 
licenses — up 60 percent from 1981, a generation 
ago. And the number is growing.  

Ham radio will never have the sex appeal of the 
iPhone, but it does have a certain nerd appeal, 
says Allen Weiner, an analyst at the technology 
research firm Gartner.  

"If it creates its own experience, that's really 
what's key here," he says. "If it just emulates an 
experience that you can get online, it's not going 
to grow."  

Newcomers to ham radio include Helen 
Schlarman, 89, who has a compact, two-way radio 
in her home in suburban St. Louis. She looks up a 
friend across town by pushing the talk button, 
announcing the letters and numbers of his call 
sign (W-0-S-J-S), and then announcing her own 
(W-0-A-K-I).  

Steve Schmitz's voice crackles through 
Schlarman's radio.  

"Hi Helen, how you doing, W-0-S-J-S?" he says, 
ending his response with his own call letters.  

Many "hams," as they're known, hang postcards 
from global contacts on their walls, the way 
hunters show off deer antlers, but Schlarman's 
chats are mostly local. She says this hobby is 
perfect for an outgoing person who spends a lot of 
time inside.  

"It's a different community," she says. "There 
[are] no stereotypes of age; it's just talking and 
sharing and enjoying."  

Until recently, ham radio was declining as older 
operators died. Then the Federal Communications 
Commission phased out the Morse code test that 
many saw as a stumbling block to getting a 
license. Last year more than 30,000 new 
applicants signed up to become ham radio 
operators, according to Maria Somma, an official 
with the American Radio Relay League.  

At a ham radio convention near St. Louis, the 
crowd swapping antenna parts and other 
equipment is mostly male, and over 50. But 15-
year-old Jonathan Dunn is attending along with 
his father. He says Facebook and texting are fun, 
but making friends using a $200 radio that doesn't 
come with monthly fees is more rewarding.  

"With ham radio you can talk to new people, all 
kinds of ages, races, and it's just amazing what a 
little radio can do. Because no matter where 
you're at, if you have the right stuff and the right 
power you can talk to anyone," he says.  
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Jonathan's dad, Steve Dunn, says the polite 
chitchat between ham radio operators is good for 
teenagers. "If young people have the opportunity 
to communicate with a wide range of people, that 
instills a certain amount of confidence in their 
ability to carry on the lost art of small talk," he 
says.  

Even the most die-hard hams concede that 
amateur radio will never be a mainstream hobby. 

With smart phones and other devices, people are 
more plugged in to the Internet than before. But 
people are still discovering the joy of 
communicating with a technology that's existed 
for nearly a century.  

 
 

Item Petty Cash 

Repeater 
Maintenance 

Fund 
General 

CVRC Fund 

Gift 
Certificate 

Fund 

TOTAL 
CHECKING 
ACCOUNT 
BALANCE 

Total of 
Checking 
Account + 
Petty Cash 

Balance @3/31/10 $20.81 $1,787.09 $1,501.08 $171.00 $3,459.17 $3,479.98 

Income from Dues      $0.00 $0.00 

Donations to General 
Fund     $0.00 $0.00 

 Income From Drawing    $29.00 $29.00 $29.00 

     $0.00 $0.00 

     $0.00 $0.00 

TOTAL INCOME $20.81 $1,787.09 $1,501.08 $200.00 $3,488.17 $3,508.98 

(EXPENSES)     $0.00 $0.00 

Telephone (April)   $29.64  $29.64 $29.64 

Bank Charges (March 
and April)   $20.00  $20.00 $20.00 

     $0.00 $0.00 

     $0.00 $0.00 

     $0.00 $0.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $0.00 $0.00 $49.64 $0.00 $49.64 $49.64 
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